
mTranslators’ workshop a 
success! 

mThis is what we do - 
Conformity Checks 

mIAIA conference and Swiss 
chocolate

mUpdates on environmental 
assessments and reviews

The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact 

Review Board's mission is to conduct quality and 

timely environmental impact assessments that 

protect the environment and the social, economic, 

and cultural well being of the residents of the 

Mackenzie Valley and all Canadians.  
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workshop to develop translations for words Aand concepts to do with rare earth elements 

and minerals was organized by Jessica Simpson, 

Community Liaison Officer for the Review Board.  

Fourteen translators representing Tlicho, Weledeh, 

South Slavey and Chipewyan dialects attended the 

workshop, which was held in conjunction with the  

metals mining workshop held at the Chief Drygeese 

Community Centre in Dettah, March 30-31. 

Sponsored by  Canadian Northern Economic 

Development Agency (CanNor), INAC, and GNWT 

Industry, Tourism and Investment, about 130 

people from communities, businesses, and 

government heard about economic opportunities in 

Proposed development in environmental assessment or environmental impact review. 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

metal mining in the Northwest Territories.

The translators worked through a list of 50 

essential words and concepts for rare earth elements 

and minerals with the assistance from  Dr. Bill Mercer, 

a geologist who works for Avalon Rare Metals.  Using 

a presentation, he explained what rare earth metals 

are, what they 

are used for and 

how they are 

mined. All 50 

w o r d s  a n d  

concepts were 

translated in all 

of the languages 

b y  t h e  e a r ly  

afternoon of the 

s e c o n d  d a y ,  

making  the workshop a successful endeavor. 

The next step, says Jessica Simpson,  is to have 

the translations added to the Review Board’s 

glossaries for each language, which will likely be 

finished by the end of the summer.  The glossaries are 

available on the Review Board’s website. 

Rare earth minerals translators’ 
workshop successful 



Ongoing environmental assessments
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uNICO Project
Fortune Minerals Ltd. EA0809-004

Status: Waiting for Developer’s Assessment 
Report

This proposed open pit and underground 

cobalt-gold-bismuth mine is located approxi-

mately 50 km NNE of Whati. Waiting for 

Fortune Minerals’ Developer’s Assessment 

Report, expected in June 2010.  

uYellowknife Gold Project
Tyhee NWT Corp.  EA0809-003

Status: Waiting for Developer’s Assessment 
Report

A proposed open pit gold mine, this project is  

located 88 kilometres north of Yellowknife, 

near the former Discovery mine site. Waiting 

for Tyhee’s Developer’s Assessment Report, 

expected in the second quarter,  2010. 

uPrairie Creek Mine
Canadian Zinc Corporation EA0809-002

Status: Waiting for Developer’s Assessment 
Report

The developer proposes an underground lead-

zinc mine  located in the Mackenzie Mountains 

within the South Nahanni River watershed, and 

in proximity to the Nahanni National Park 

Reserve. The Review Board has received the 

Developer's Assessment Report and is conduc-

ing a conformity check to ensure that it meets 

the requirements of the Terms of Reference.  

uGiant Mine Remediation Project
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada EA0809-001

Status: Waiting for Developer’s Assessment 
Report

This is a proposed development to reclaim the 

Giant Mine site, located within the City of 

Yellowknife. The development includes the future 

disposition of 237,000 tonnes of arsenic trioxide 

currently stored underground. Waiting for INAC’s 

Developer’s Assessment Report, expected in 

April  2010 . 

uTaltson Hydroelectric Expansion 
Project
Dezé Energy Corporation Ltd.EA0708-007

Status: Public Hearings completed 

A proposed expansion to add 35 megawatts of 

power generating capacity to the Taltson Twin 

Gorges Plant, this project includes a 690-

kilometre transmission line to the diamond 

mines. The Public Record is open only to docu-

ments pertaining to the proposed alternative 

route. It closes May 10th to the public and May 

12th for the developer. The Review Board is 

analyzing all other documents for the  project and 

the developer is responding to information 

requests. 
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uGahcho Kué Diamond Mine 
De Beers Canada Inc.    EIR0607-001

Status: Waiting for Environmental Impact Statement; Terms of Reference were issued in October 2007

The Review Board established the independent Gahcho Ku  Review Panel to review this proposed dia-
mond mine near Kennady Lake. On November 20, 2009, De Beers informed the Panel it will complete the 
feasibility study in August 2010 and will file its Environmental Impact Statement in Q4 of 2010.

é

 

uMackenzie Gas Project 
Imperial Oil Resources Ventures Ltd. EIR0405-001

Status: Completed. Waiting for ministerial decision

The Review Board, the federal Minister of Environment and the Inuvialuit Game Council jointly estab-
lished the Joint Review Panel to independently review this proposed gas pipeline. The Responsible 
Ministers and the NEB are now considering the Joint Review’s Panel’s recommendations. The NEB  held 
public hearings in Yellowknife April 12-17, and in Inuvik April 20-24. For more information about these 
hearings, check the NEB website at http://www.neb.gc.ca/clf-nsi/rcmmn/hm-eng.html. 

Ongoing environmental impact reviews

 
IAIA conference - Geneva

Completed. Waiting ministerial approval

uMineral Exploration Program 

uMineral Exploration Program 

Sidon International Resources Corp.   EA0506-006

Consolidated Goldwin Ventures Inc. EA0506-005

Status: Completed. Waiting for ministerial decision

Status: Completed. Waiting for ministerial decision

This is a proposed mineral exploration program at Defeat Lake.  On February 6, 2008, the Review Board 

recommended the federal and responsible ministers allow the proposed development to proceed to the 

regulatory phase, subject to the measures the Review Board outlined in its Report of Environmental 

Assessment. 

This is a proposed diamond exploration program in the area of Drybones Bay. On November 30, 2007, the 

Review Board recommended the federal and responsible ministers allow the proposed development to 

proceed to the regulatory phase, subject to the measures the Review Board outlined in its Report of 

Environmental Assessment. 

Left:  Guidelines for 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment, available 

on our website or by 

calling our office at 

867-766-7050. 

oard member Peter Bannon, and Martin Haefele, BManager, Environmental Assessment attended 

the 30th annual International Association for Impact 

Assessment, which was held in Geneva, Switzerland  

April 6-11. Sponsored by the United Nations 

Environment Programme, the conference focused on  

“The role of impact assessment in transitioning to the 

green economy,” attracting presenters from all over 

Ongoing environmental assessments

Above:  Chief Ted Tsetta, Yellowknives Dene 

First Nation, welcomes delegates to the Metal 

Mining Opportunities Workshop, Dettah

the world. Martin Haefele presented the Review 

Board’s paper entitled “A Framework for 

Determining Whether a Proposed Development Is 

Likely To Be Cause of Significant Public Concern.”  He 

said the international environmental assessment 

comunity seems very appreciative of the Review 

Board’s work in developing and publishing 

assessment guidelines over the past few years. 

uideline
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n March 26, Canadian Zinc OCorporation delivered the 

Developer's Assessment Report for its 

Prairie Creek Mine project to the 

Review Board offices in Yellowknife. 

The four-volume report stands more 

than 35 centimtres high, and is a 

comprehensive and detailed look by 

Canadian Zinc at its plans for 

development.  

The Review Board issued the 

Terms of Reference  to Canadian Zinc in June 2009.  

Based on community and technical scoping sessions 

and input from communities, governments, 

a b o r i g i n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  

representatives, the Terms of Reference lists  all of 

the information the Review Board has determined it 

needs to do a thorough and fair environmental 

assessment. 

A Developer’s Assessment Report, or DAR for 

short, is the developer’s response to the Terms of 

Reference. The DAR contains details of the area  the 

proposed project will affect, based on the data it 

collected from biophysical studies on water, fish, 

wildlife and vegetation and socio-economic studies 

on human populations in the region of the proposed 

development. 

The DAR contains a mining  operations plan  

and includes technical data about the ore body to be 

mined and the methods proposed to do it. The 

developer provides details on the mining process, 

the milling process, production rates, water use, 

water treatment,  waste management, roads in the 

area used for the mine, the airstrip, fuel storage and 

power generation, among many other things. 

The report includes information about the 

workforce, the proposed work schedule, worker 

transportation to the mine site, the potential 

impacts the mine may have on people living in local 

communities, their culture and their way of life. 

Based on all of the information presented in 
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This is what we do: Conformity check of a DAR

the DAR,  the  developer   

suggests ways to mitigate the 

impacts so as to reduce or 

eliminate significant impacts.   

After receiving the DAR,  

Review Board staff check it 

carefully to see if it conforms 

with the Terms of Reference 

with respect to the adequacy of 

the report’s  information and 

conclusions. This process 

takes about two weeks, after which the Board notifies 

the developer of its findings. 

If the DAR is in conformity, the Board sends 

out a notice to all parties that they can review the 

document to ensure that their interests or mandates 

are met. If the DAR is not in conformity, the Board 

sends a deficiency statement to the developer so the 

problems can be corrected. The environmental 

assessment cannot proceed without a completed 

Developer’s Assessment Report. 

Once the report is accepted by the Board, the 

DAR can be reviewed by interested parties.  Those 

wishing more information can send requests to the 

Board, which in turn sends them on to the Developer 

to be answered. 

For more information about this or other 

Board functions, please go to our website or call the 

phone number below. 


