
mRachel Crapeau appointed to 
Review Board  

mThis is what we do - 
streamlining the process 

mUpdates on environmental 
assessments and reviews

The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact 

Review Board's mission is to conduct quality and 

timely environmental impact assessments that 

protect the environment and the social, economic, 

and cultural well being of the residents of the 

Mackenzie Valley and all Canadians.  
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r. Richard Edjericon, Chair of the Mackenzie MValley Environmental Impact Review Board, 

is pleased to announce the appointment of Ms. 

Rachel Crapeau to the Board. 

Nominated by the Government of the Northwest 

Territories, Ms. Crapeau brings to the Review Board 

valuable experience from her work in health care, 

print and broadcast journalism, community 

resource management and, most recently, 

environmental monitoring and management.

Ms. Crapeau managed the Yellowknives Dene First 

Nation Land and Environment Department for nine 

years. She participated in the development of the 

Cumulative Effects Assessment and Management 

Proposed development in environmental assessment or environmental impact review. 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Framework, the creation of the Independent 

Environmental Monitoring Agency for the Slave 

Geological Province and the Bathurst Caribou 

Monitoring Board. She is very 

familiar with the legislation 

establishing the framework for 

environmental assessment 

and monitoring in the NWT.

A former Certified Nursing 

Assistant and a print and 

broadcast journalist , Ms. 

Crapeau retains a keen interest 

in community health and 

communications matters. She has worked with youth 

and elders to help them understand the ramifications 

of resource development, and her abilities as a tri-

lingual translator (Chipewyan, Tlicho and English) 

served her well during her time as a journalist with 

the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, the Native 

Press and the Native Communications Society.  

We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to Ms. 

Crapeau as a Member of the Board.  Her appointment 

brings the Board to its full compliment of members. 

Rachel Crapeau appointed 
to Review Board 



Ongoing environmental assessments

2

uNICO Project
Fortune Minerals Ltd. EA0809-004

Status: Waiting for Developer’s Assessment 
Report

This proposed open pit and underground 

cobalt-gold-bismuth mine is located approxi-

mately 50 km NNE of Whati.  The Review Board 

has ruled on the Request for Ruling and has 

determined the environmental assessment will 

proceed. The Developer’s Assessment Report is 

expected at the end of 2010. 

uYellowknife Gold Project
Tyhee NWT Corp.  EA0809-003

Status: Waiting for Developer’s Assessment 
Report

A proposed open pit gold mine, this project is  

located 88 kilometres north of Yellowknife, 

near the former Discovery mine site. Waiting 

for Tyhee’s Developer’s Assessment Report, 

expected at the end of 2010.   

uPrairie Creek Mine
Canadian Zinc Corporation EA0809-002

Status: Information Requests Stage 

The developer proposes an underground lead-

zinc mine  located in the Mackenzie Mountains 

within the South Nahanni River watershed, and 

in proximity to the Nahanni National Park 

Reserve.  The Information Request process is 

now completed.  A technical session will be 

held September 30-October 1, 2010 in 

Yellowknife.

u Giant Mine Remediation Project
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada EA0809-001

Status: Waiting for Developer’s Assessment 
Report

This is a proposed development to reclaim the 

Giant Mine site, located within the City of 

Yellowknife. The development includes the 

future disposition of 237,000 tonnes of arsenic 

trioxide currently stored underground. Waiting 

for the Developer’s Assessment Report,  expected 

sometime in the latter half of 2010.

uNechalacho REE Project 
Avalon Rare Metals Inc.    EA 1011-001

Status: Community scoping sessions 

This proposed rare earth element mining project 

is located at Thor Lake, 100 kilometres southeast 

of Yellowknife, and includes a hydro- metallurgi-

cal facility at the former Pine Point mine site. 

Scoping sessions were held in Dettah and Fort 

Resolution in August,  a technical session will be 

held in September 9-10 in Yellowknife, and a 

scoping sesion will be held at the Katlodeeche 

Reserve in September.  

uMoose Property Exploration Project
TNR Gold Corp.  EA1011-002

Status: Start-up of environmental assessment 

The developer proposes an exploration project 

for pegmatite containing lithium and tantalum, 

115 kilometres SE of Yellowknife on the north 

shore of Great Slave Lake. The Review Board is 

starting the environmental assessment process. 
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uGahcho Kué Diamond Mine 
De Beers Canada Inc.                                   EIR0607-001

Status: Waiting for Environmental Impact Statement; Terms of Reference were issued in October 2007

The Review Board established the independent Gahcho Ku  Review Panel to review this proposed dia-
mond mine near Kennady Lake. In May 2010, De Beers was advised that the EIR proceeding has been  
adjourned, pending receipt of the Environmental Impact Statement(EIS), expected in late 2010.  The Panel 
will reconvene  when De Beers files the EIS .

é

uMackenzie Gas Project 
Imperial Oil Resources Ventures Ltd. EIR0405-001

Status: Completed. Waiting for ministerial decision

The Review Board, the federal Minister of Environment and the Inuvialuit Game Council jointly estab-
lished the Joint Review Panel to independently review this proposed gas pipeline. The Responsible 
Ministers and the NEB are now considering the Joint Review’s Panel’s recommendations. The NEB  
expects to issue its Reasons for Decision in September,  2010.  For more information about this process, 
check the NEB’s website at http://www.neb.gc.ca/clf-nsi/rcmmn/hm-eng.html.

Ongoing environmental impact reviews

Completed. Waiting ministerial approval

uMineral Exploration Program 
Sidon International Resources Corp.  EA0506-006

Status: Completed. Waiting for ministerial decision

This is a proposed mineral exploration program at Defeat Lake.  On February 6, 2008, the Review Board 

recommended the federal and responsible ministers allow the proposed development to proceed to the 

regulatory phase, subject to the measures in the Report of Environmental Assessment.  In May, 2010, the 

INAC Minister advised the Review Board that the Responsible Ministers need more time to review the 

Report of Environmental Assessment.  

Comment Deadline Extended!

 In response to the many requests to extend the deadline for the 

Draft Wildlife at Risk Guidelines ,  the Review Board has changed 

it to close on September 15, 2010. 
We'd love to hear from you. Please send your comments to Martin 

Haefele at mhaefele@reviewboard.ca.  The guidelines will be 

finalized after this date, so late comments cannot be included. 

For a copy of the draft guidelines please go our Reference Library at 

www. reviewboard.ca and select “Draft Guidelines.” 

uTaltson Hydroelectric Expansion Project 
Dezé Energy Corporation Ltd.  EA0708-007

Status: Completed. Waiting for ministerial decision

A proposed expansion to add 35 megawatts of power generating capacity to the Taltson Twin Gorges 
Plant, this project includes a 690-kilometre transmission line to the diamond mines. The Review Board 
approved the project with measures to mitigate environmental and cultural impacts. The Report of 
Environmental Assessment was sent to the Minister for INAC on August 6, 2010.

uMineral Exploration Program 
Consolidated Goldwin Ventures Inc. EA0506-005

Status: Completed. Waiting for ministerial decision

This is a proposed diamond exploration program in the area of Drybones Bay.  On April 21, 2010, the the 

minister referred the development back to the Review Board for further consideration. This process is 

now underway. 
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he Review Board always Tstrives to ensure that each 

environmental assessment is 

conducted objectively, is open 

and transparent, and is of the 

highest quality. 

These objectives will continue 

to govern the way the process is 

managed. However, we have 

heard the concerns of some stakeholders 

regarding the length of time the process can take.

In response, the Review Board has reviewed and 

revised its strategic plan which is the framework 

for how the Board operates for a three-year period.  

The highest priority goal in the Strategic Plan is: “A 

timely environmental assessment process”. This 

signals the Board's commitment to shortening the 

length of time the environmental assessment 

process takes. An outside consultant will be hired 

to audit the internal environmental assessment 

process to see where time savings can be made. 

The strategic plan includes the Review Board's 

Mission and Vision Statements, which work 

together to define the Board's overall business 

direction. They also serve as daily reminders of 

what the core business of the Board is and how it is 

to be conducted. 

The Board's Mission Statement has also been 

changed to reflect the focus on shortening the 

environmental assessment timeframe: “To conduct 

fair and timely environmental assessments in the 

Mackenzie Valley that protect the environment, 

including the social, economic, and cultural well-

being of its residents.” 

The new Vision Statement summarizes the Board's 

core business ethic: “Working together, balancing 

diverse values, and making decisions that protect 

the environment for present and future 

generations”.

All of the work the Board does during an 

assessment depends on information received from 

Mackenzie Valley 
Environmental Impact Review Board

thSuite #200, Scotia Centre, 5102-50  Avenue
Box 938, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N7 

Telephone: (867) 766-7050 
Facsimile: (867) 766-7074 
Toll-free: 1-866-912-3472
Web: reviewboard.ca

Subscribe to this newsletter on our website or 
email Sunny Munroe, Acting Manager of  
Communications at smunroe@reviewboard.ca   

This is what we do: streamlining the EA process

outside parties – the developer, governments, land 

claimant organizations,  communities and 

individuals – all the parties to the assessment. The 

Board concentrates on the only part of the entire 

regulatory process it manages under the MVRMA - 

the environmental assessment.  All participants in 

the EA process will be encouraged to meet the 

deadlines set out in the work plan, developed for each 

assessment in co-operation with all of the parties to 

the assessment. 

The four goals in the Board’s new strategic plan are as 

follows: 

1. A timely environmental assessment process 

2. A n  e f f e c t i v e ,  i n t e g r a t e d  r e s o u r c e  

management system

3. Public and stakeholder information and 

communication needs are met

4. An effective role within the integrated 

resource management system in the Mackenzie 

Valley.                     

The Board shall continue to monitor the EA process 

to ensure that we continue to deliver quality 

environmental assessments in a timely manner. 

ahsi. M
Richard Edjericon, 

Chair, Mackenzie Valley Review Board  


