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DEH GAH GOT'IE DENE & FORT PROVIDENCE METIS
Cctober 10, 2003

Position paper on Proposed Mackenzie Gas Project

The Dene and Vietis of Fart Providencs are an Impacted community and must be Included as an
affected community with respect to the proposed Mackenzie Gas Proleci. The traditional
territories’ of bolh the Deh Gah Got'ie Dene and Fort Providenca Metls will be affected by the
proposed Mackenzie Gos Project ang As' associated activities. The Deh Gah Got'e Dene and
Fon Providence Metis will determine thelr level of support of the Mackenzie Gas Project and the
eotrditfons by which that support Is provided, in conjfunction with other affected communities and
helding a spsojal regard for the Deh Che Process aid Negotiations. We understand that the
present corridor ~ummuritles are participating in a working group establlshed by the leadership. It
is our intention 1o joln that working group. The Pipeline Working Groups' task is assessing ihe
Impacts and berefits of the proposed pipaline that may form the basis for support and working
through the leadership towards consensus, for a time and point when ulfimate consent may be
given for the proposed Mackenzie Gas Project, We belisve {he Dehi Gah Got'ie Dene and Fort

Providence Metii: idre a corridor community 4nG we shall be a full member of the Pipeline Working
Group.

The community of Forl Providence is situated on the norfhern shores of the Mackenzie River and
adjacernt the Maclenzie Highway. The proposed Mackenzie @as Project right of way will cross
the southeast porfion of the Deh Gah Got'ie Dene and Fort Providence Metis traditional lands.
However, the Impuct of the canstructlon pracess has a8 much greater potantial negative impact on
the rver direclly in front of Fort Providence: specifically the transportation of the pipe and afl other
asgociated supplies that will bring potential ireversible damage to our traditions] fand use area.

The Deh Gah Got'ie Dene and Fort Providencs Metls have treditionally worked together from =
proactive position of strength and our community leads the Deh Cho in demenstrating this union.
We support the [deais of the Deh Cho Process and stand strongly on the values and principles
that will lay the foundation of our government. We also supported the August 2001 Wrigley
Spacial Assembly Resgolutions regarding a proposed pipeline on our traditional territory. Thus far
we have been observing the progress of the corridor communities and their dissusslons of the
proposed pipeding, We sould only hope that the mistakes of the past will not be repaated in the
present pipeline experience, The Deh Gah Gollie Dene and Fort Providence Metis believe that
we must learn fron our mistakes and work together as one.

The position of the Deh Gah Gotie Dene and Fort Providence Metis is conslstert with the
principles of tha \Watershed, One House Concept, Elders' parspectives, and the August 2001
Wrigley Special Assembly Resohitions. The Elders have cleary stated far us 10 work togeifier and
stand as ong. The Elders have given us a biue print of the One House Concept, where wa ail
exist under one roof for all of our familles to share and help each other. The sbova were the key
themes the Siders laid cut in the August 2001 Wiigley Special Assambly Resolutions regarding
the proposad pipeline, Finally, we believe that the watershed of the Kakisa River, Redknifa River,
Bouvier Creelt and uitimately Mackenzie River will be impacted by the proposed pipeline, For
these reasons, the Deh Gah Got'e Dene and Fort Providence Metis assert that we are a primary
affected commurity and raquest inclusion In the Plpeline Working Group.
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DEH GAH GO'TIE DENE & FORT PROVIDENCE METIS TRADITIONAL LAND |

The traditional land usa ares of the Deh Gah Got'le Dene and Fort Providence Matls extends:
north of Birch Lalke, then southeast o Gypsum Psint, then munning south along the shores of
Great Stave l.ake to Big Island, including the west part of Great Slave Lake, then running south
towards the east side of Tathlina Lake then running waest to the Redknife Hlils and to the east side
of Traut Lake and then north to fort Simpson, then running sortit over the Kom Plateau and then
rfunning east o Birch Lake. It is important to keep in mind that iCagee Tu First Nation was onos
part of the Duh Gah Gatie Dene Council. Wa have a comman treditional land use ama, The
Deh Gah Got'ie Dene and Fort Providenca Metis traditionally trappad, huntad, fished and traded
in the area bateann Trout Lake and Tathling Lake, There are important significance attached to
the Redknife River, Bouvier Creek, Axe Polnt, Mills Lake and the area including the southeast
portion of the Deh Gah Gotle Dene and Fort Providence Metis traditfonal Jands that will be

impacted by the proposad plpetine.
Redknife aresa: Tsudaaty

Slanificance: A Iregend tells of a large gathering that teok place at the mouth of the Redknife
River befora the coming of the fur traders, A fea dance and ceremany 1ald contours of faotprims
around an {!sﬂand that shll exists today. A homestead once existed scrozs the mouth of the
Rodknife River. '

it Is well known that the families of the Iate Johnny Gargan and Baptiste Gargan, including the
Sabourins, maintajned their homestead across the Redknife River, Tha families hunted, trapped,
and fished in thst srea 4l the 1550's,

Bouvier Croalk: K'aa ndue

As the name sugjests, the family of the late Johnny Bouvier maintained their hofnestead by
Bouvier Creek #nd on what is now the Mackenzie Highway. The late Joe Bouvier also traded
with Detia of iaicisia and Trout Lake from this area. The Lafferty family had used the area aswell,
for hunting, flshing and {rapping. The area Is well known for mooes in the summer and i

_Axe Point arenn; Thi7oa

The area had numerous homesteads tili the late 1950's as the migration fo Fori Providence
began. Tha aras was also the site of a United States Anmy Base in the 1950s. Cumrently the area
is irapped by (3eerge Nadl and his cabin exists acruss Axe Palnt,

Mills Lake Area: Tua

Mills Lake continues to be a major harvesting area for the Deh Gah Gol'ie Dene and Fort
Providence Matis, Big game, fish, and water fowl are the fastured wildlife around the 1ake and s
tributaries, A smail village existed il the early 1950' at Big Point ont the northwest shore of Mills
Lake, The farmily of the late Michel Landry meimained. a homestead. They hunted, trapped, and
fished It the drea and towards the Mom Plateau, The main iributary flowing In Mills Lake is the
Horn Rivar which i5 a major harvesting ares and extensivaly used by the Nadii family, who have
cabing situated rieqr the mouth of the Hom River,
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ENVIROMMENTAL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT

The construclion of the propesed pipeline will impact the southeast portion of the Deh Gah Gotfie
Rene and Fort Providenca Metls traditlonal Jands, Moraover the consiruction of the pipeline will
regulre the pipes to be shipped with barges from Hay River to thelr destination down river. The
barging process will reguire deeper channels as the weight of the 32 Inch pipes will be heavier
than normal. As a tesult, the required dredging and bamying will impact the river system and water
vrays of the et (3ah Got'le Dene and Fort Providencs Metis. Furthermore, we anticipate o besr
the socio-econumic impacts of the proposad pipeline,

River Transporéafion

The most sensitive ares is the river. The Hay River harbour, Beaver Lake and the entrance of
Mills Lake will ail have fo be dredged and this will cause grast environmentsl prablems. The
added siit in the weter wil] disturh the fish, aquatic life and including the waterfowl. The added siit
will also cause the water temnperature to rise, causing fish to die and kil the fish egygs. The higher
waier temperattre will aiso cause more weeds 1o grow in the aras.

The large loads an deap draft barges will cause huge waves which will wash out the steep river
banks. This undercutting of the banks will cause erosion and accelerate the loss of small islands
n the Fort Proviclence area. The arosion of the iclands will in tum csuse further silting in the
channels and this in tumn will raquire more dredging ereating a vicious cirde, The heavy loads and
miltiple barges will have to be taken apart and meved one by one through Pravidence Rapids.,
This means that every big ioad actuslly will tum out ta be about ten 1o twenty trlps through the
Providenes rapids causing severe detedoration of the shora line and isfands. The potential to
dmstroy the rivers and fish stooks is g real threst with the amount of material and supplies that will
have ta ba moved on the rdver. If one cannot fathormn the scale of the impact then reference Is

made fo the Misuissippi and other major rivers of the world and how they have been all but
destroyed foraver.

Highway Transpoitation

The road transportation will cause deterioration of our highways and the potential for zesidents
causing loss of animals and human life. The noige fram truoks and eanstruction will likely impact
the wildlife pupiztion, particularly the moose and woodland caribou by the change of migration

routes, The inenegs2 in highway traffic will also mean a transiemt workforce qnd population
increase in our communities.

Impact on De Bah Got'le Dene and Fort Providence Matis and Community

We expect goma of our people and businesses will be inveolved in the construction of the pipeline
:Such opporiunilies wil ikely have an effect on our familias in & more often negative was? \Si?h &R
increase of diuy aind alcohol abuse, family break-up, higher crime rates, and an increass of a
transient populstlon. This may also mean less dependency on hunting and trapping and the loss
of witz{ra associaled with maintaining a refationship with the lard and environment. Baing that
clture is defined iy the refative kinship with the environment, the inevitable further decline of the
languages of ihie Ceh Gah Gotie Dene and Fort Providence Metls will likely oczur. The traditional

values and principles will come under challenge and i i
foss of culture of the Dena and Metls, ¢ Kely sultin 2 orange i the way of lfe and
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ASSESSMENT

Ragional View

Deh Cho First Mations prafar a unfted colleciive position of all communitise. This would make the
negotieting pustion stronger and managesble in the context of consistency of principles and
poittical unlly. Most importantly, the Deh Cho First Nation ragional view is that all communities will
be affected by major resource development projects, consistent with the view of the Elders and
the Cne House Conoept.

Ironicaily, the symisolism of the pipeline cuiting across the region aiso may lead o the division of
the region. The Deh Gah Got'le Dene and Fort Providence Metis will not ailow this o happen and
we ballave thut wa could play an effactive rola I the progress of the Pipeline Working Group.

 Affacted Cormmuniy

The discussion of concapts of resource sharing implies that a community thst will be affected by a
msjor resource development project may align Hself with another community to intervene in
bringlng their support or non-gupport 1o the lesdership laval. Tha point is that not one commurnity
In the Deh Cho should be In a unilateral position to approve a major resource development
project in the region, Such have been the connotations towards defining ‘affected community’. In
tha context of the propased plpsfine, the Immedists communities situsted afong the proposed
pipeline corridor a2 eategorized as the Pipeline Working Group'. :

Pipglina Working Group

' Prasently, Kalina, Trout Lake Dene.Bénd,. Jaan Marie:River First Nation, Liidlii Kue First Nation,
Fort Simpson Mets Nation, and Pehdzeh K First Natlon eomprise the Pipeline Working Graup,
The Pipaline Working Group was establishied as a working group under the leadesship.

The task of the Pipeline Working Group is to research and analyse the proposed pipeline, gather
Information: and build internal consensus to bring to the larger isaderahip forum. Atthe leadership
level, It js anticipsted thet the discussions of the proposed pipeline will be predicated on the
meriis of support ot non-support and within the parameters of the 2001 Wiigley Special Assembly
Resolution. Yet thit Deh Cha First Nations is facing the biggest chailenge o Gnlty brought on by
the pipeline.” Whether the pipelina will serve as a paneocss for a united strength or the fracturing
of the region i the critical issue at this fime.

Fort Liand, Hay River Reserve, West Point, Nahanni Butte Derie Band, and Fort Providence are
ot included within the Plpefine Working Group. The Deh Cho Region remains divided on the
lasue of suppariing or not supporting the proposed pipeline. The Deh Gah Qofle Dene and Fort

grfgzigence Matls are a directly Impacted communily and will becorne part ofthe Pipsiine Working

-
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CONCLUSUM

“The Deh Gab Gof'te Dene and the Fort Providence Metis clearly helong In the Pipeline Working
Group as the pipeline right of way will cross our truditionsi temitory and deaeply affect our
watershed.

The traditionsl {erritory of the Deh Gah Gotie Dene and Fort Providence Metis will be impacted
by the proposet pipsline. The transportation of the pipefine supplies on fhe fiver and highway
system and fhe construction of the proposed pipeline will aross the southeast portion of {he Deh
Qah Got'e Dens and Fort Providence Matis traditional territory.

The Deh Gah Gloilje Dene and Fort Providence Metis therefore must be included as an affected
community of ihe proposed pipeline. We nead to be immediately consulied and informed of the
proposed plpelirte. We need fo be invoived in the discussions of the proposed pipeline and
assest our suprioit of non-support for our yitimate consant and approval of the proposed pipeline

“> - on our traditionsl territory. We need 1o be Involved in the consuitation and reguiatory review
procsss for the aniposed pipsiine.

The Deh Gah Got'la Dene and Fort Providence Metle must be involved ag an affacted community
in the Plgeline Working Group. As participants, the Deh Gah Gofie Dene and Fort Providence
Metis will antum that the anvironmental and socio~ecoromic impaats that the pipeline wilt bring to
our iraditional territory and coununity will be discussed and our concems ddressed. More
importantly, we believe that the Deh Cho First Nations vaiues and principies must be maintained
and major decisions are consistent with the August 2001 Wiigley Special Assembly Resolutions.

The Denh Gah Got'ie Dene snd Fort Providenca Metis will play an active part in the discussions of
the Plpeline Werking Group. We will assist in the development of 2 Dah Che First Natlon "official
pesitian and 'we wiil be there at the iable to voice our concerns and protect our traditional land
ues ares mlong with all other directly. impacted. communities, in accordance with the agreed upon
beh Cha Process. Finally, just because the pipeline crosses a distant corner of. our traditional
land nse area does not make us any less impacted, Thig is espacially imporiam sihce the
pipelifie severe'y impacts over half of our watershed and tha transportation of the pipelina and
assoclated suppiies will pass right before our community.

At this point, aftfiough Fort Providenee is directly impacted we have no say. All the Pipeline
Working Group Iriformation is confidential. Ve are not recognized &s a corridor community by
industry and gavermments and wa insist on changing that, The best way {o change that is with
Deh Cho First Nailons leadership support and we sincerely rope wa can coum on that.

. mf.ﬂéw?
Chief Berna Landry

" Deh Gsh Got'ie Dene Council
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Fort Providence Mo
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