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    DEH CHO FIRST NATIONS

BOX 89, FORT SIMPSON, N.W.T. X0E 0N0

TEL: (867) 695-2355 FAX: (867) 695-2038
____________________



July 19, 2005

Martin Haefele

Environmental Assessment Officer

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board

5102-50th Avenue

Yellowknife, NT

X1A 2N7

Tel: 867-766-7050

Fax: 867-766-7074

Re: EA0405-002 Canadian Zinc Phase III Drilling-Request for Ruling

The Dehcho First Nations do not support the request by Canadian Zinc to remove CPAWS-NWT as a party to the above environmental assessment. In our view, CPAWS, as a public body, has a legitimate interest in the process and in the outcome of the above environmental assessment. To remove CPAWS as a party to the environmental assessment would jeapordize the purpose of environmental assessment, that is, “to ensure that the impact on the environment of proposed developments receives careful consideration before actions are taken in connection with them, and to ensure that the concerns of aboriginal people and the general public are taken into account in that process. Under the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, the process of environmental assessment must also have regard to the protection of the environment from the significant adverse impacts of proposed developments, and the protection of the social, cultural and economic well-being of residents and communities in the Mackenzie Valley. CPAWS’ current party status is entirely consistent with the purpose and the objective of environmental assessment in the Mackenzie Valley. 
Historically, CPAWS has actively worked towards the protection of the South Nahanni Watershed, and this work has involved extensive participation in the regulatory process established under the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act. In recent years, CPAWS has also worked collaboratively with the Dehcho First Nations and Parks Canada towards the expansion and the protection of the Nahanni National Park Reserve. In numerous environmental assessments of Canadian Zinc development applications, CPAWS has submitted compelling evidence of a scientific and technical nature, which, in our opinion, has contributed to a more in-depth analysis of the environmental impacts of Canadian Zinc’s proposed developments, and has thus contributed to a higher standard of environmental assessment. As a public organization with specific knowledge of the Greater Nahanni Ecosystem, CPAWS also contributes unique and relevant expertise that is invaluable in a fair, transparent and open environmental assessment process. 

The Dehcho First Nations find the request by Canadian Zinc to be troubling, particularly the rationale that CPAWS’ party status should be removed because CPAWS does not support the Prairie Creek mine. To grant party status to only those who are neutral or support a project is ludicrous, and would certainly threaten the integrity of the environmental assessment process, as well as cast significant doubt over the validity of any environmental assessment decision. Furthermore, the Canadian Zinc request also raises questions as to why the developer is attempting to limit public participation, and thus very likely limit the nature, extent, and volume of technical and scientific submissions to the Review Board during this environmental assessment. Should the Review Board grant Canadian Zinc’s request, the very purpose and intent of environmental assessment in the Mackenzie Valley will be jeopardized.

As Canadian Zinc has linked the issue of support, or non-support, with the legitimacy of a party and the “weight” that their submissions should receive, at this time we must reiterate that the Dehcho First Nations do not support the Prairie Creek mine. In our view, the Prairie Creek project poses a significant threat to the integrity of the South Nahanni Watershed, an area of great cultural and ecological importance to our First Nations people. Regardless of our position, however, we are confident that our submissions in all Canadian Zinc environmental assessments receive equal “weight” and consideration by the Review Board.

Based on the above, it is our position that CPAWS should retain party status in the above environmental assessment, as well as be granted party status in all environmental assessment proceedings which affect the ecological integrity of the Greater Nahanni Ecosystem. 
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