Meeting Notes for the Pre-Hearing Conference of

EA0506-007 Paramount SL8 2D Community Hearing
Date:  February 13, 2006

Time:  13:45

Present in Yellowknife:

Fraser Fairman – Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

Andy Graw - Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

Wade Romanko – Environment Canada

Joe Acorn – Ka’a’Gee Tu First Nation

Paul Cobban – GNWT Environment and Natural Resources

Adrian Paradis – Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board

Patrick Duxbury – Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board

Martin Haefele – Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board

By telephone:
Chris Heron – NWT Métis Nation

Tim Heron - NWT Métis Nation

George Lafferty – NWT Métis Nation

Shirley Maaskant – Paramount Resources Limited
Lloyd Doyle - Paramount Resources Limited

Ed Kustan - Paramount Resources Limited

Warne Rhoades - Paramount Resources Limited

Daryl Johannesen – Golder Associates (for Paramount)

1. Time, Date and Location

· Pat Duxbury chaired the pre-hearing conference.
· Following introductions, it was confirmed that the community hearing will be held in Hay River on February 28, 2006, at the Hay River Community Hall.
· The community hearing will commence at 10:00 am to permit community members from Ft. Providence, Kakisa and elsewhere to arrive.

· The Review Board will travel by charter aircraft to Hay River on the morning of the 28th.

· Some Review Board staff will arrive in Hay River on the 27th to prepare for the hearing; the EA distribution group will be made aware of the staff coordinates in case they need to be contacted.
· Lunch and snacks to be provided to participants.
2. Purpose of Community Hearing

· It was stressed that the community hearing is geared to help the Review Board identify the key issues of public concern for the environmental assessment.
· The proceeding is to be as informal as possible.

· Information heard by the Review Board may be followed-up in the form of Information Requests (IRs).
· It was noted that the community hearing may provide an opportunity to get issues off the table through a free exchange of information.  However, if participants do not feel they can answer questions put to them, they are under no compulsion to answer them at the time.

3. Setting the Agenda for Community Hearing

· The proposed agenda for the community hearing, as was provided in the pre-hearing hand-out, was discussed.

· Paramount indicated that it would give an approximately 15-minute long presentation regarding its proposed undertaking.

· Government parties were offered the opportunity to present, if they deemed it necessary, after other participants have had a chance to present their concerns and opinions.

· It was noted that the upcoming proceeding is a community hearing, as defined by the Review Board’s Rules of Procedures, not the more formal public hearing.

· It was noted that the Review Board may choose to hold a public hearing or conduct multiple rounds of Information Requests, or technical sessions, in addition to this community hearing.

4. Process, Procedures and Technical Requirements

· It was noted that the Review Board’s Rules of Procedures for community hearings would guide the proceedings.
· The hearing will be recorded and copies will be made available to interested parties.  Staff will also take detailed notes and compile a meeting report which will be sent out to parties in attendance for verification prior to its full distribution.
· It was noted that the recording and meeting report are to be considered the sources from which potential Information Requests may be issued. 
· A discussion regarding the presence of legal counsel at the hearing ensued; Paramount will have its legal counsel present as an observer.  
· The Review Board will decide whether to bring its legal counsel to the hearing when it meets this week.  The Review Board will notify the distribution list on its decision.
· INAC indicated that its legal counsel may be present; this it is partly contingent on the Review Board’s decision.
· A request was made to see about having Chipewyan interpretation available as there may be unilingual Chipewyan speakers present.  The Review Board will look into this.
· The Review Board will provide a data projector and laptop community for presentations.
· Parties interested to giving formal presentation were strongly encouraged to submit such presentations by Friday, March 24th or the morning of Monday, March 27th.  This will allow the presentations to be distributed to parties and will ensure that they are correctly loaded in the computer and copies provided at the hearing.
The pre-hearing conference was adjourned at 14:50 pm.

