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Bathurst and Bluenose-East Caribou Calvin Ground Surveys

| ' would like to provide you with an update on population surveys being conducted this
summer for the Bathurst and Bluenose-East barren-ground caribou herds.

In June, Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) successfully completed calving
ground photographic surveys for both the Bathurst and Bluenose-East caribou herds.
The field survey teams included representatives from ENR, Government of Nunavut,
Tfiché Government, Wek'éezhii Renewable Resources Board, Yellowknives Dene
First Nation, NWT Métis Nation, and a number of community representatives.

The survey was done at the peak of calving, and good weather and visibility ensured
the collection of very good field data and photographs. As a result, we can expect a
high level of confidence in the final survey results once they are available. An initial
field summary of the calving ground surveys is attached. Please note this information
is preliminary and still needs to be confirmed through analysis.

The photographs from both surveys are now being counted, and we will have an
estimate of the number of breeding cows on each calving ground by late August or
early September. Once we have those numbers, some additional work and analysis
!s required to produce a total population estimate for each herd. We hope to have
hew population estimates for the Bathurst herd by late September and the
Bluenose-East herd by early November.

While we need to complete this process to determine the final population estimates,
the preliminary findings suggest further decreases in both herds compared to the
2012 (Bathurst) and 2013 (Bluenose-East) calving ground photo surveys. This is
consistentiwith other recent sources of information, and highlights the need for us to
continue to work together on conservation measures for these herds.

Over the summer, ENR will be engaging with communities, Aboriginal governments
and co-management boards while we wait for the final survey results. We are
preparing to visit communities in the fall, and prepare for the development and
implementation of management actions this coming fall and winter.
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Should you have any questions, or if you want to set up a meeting to discuss the
photosurveys please contact your local or regional ENR office.

Sincerely,

/] Ernie Camp
Deputy Minister
Attachment
C. Mr. Fred Mandeville, Superintendent, North Slave Region, ENR

Mr. Jeff Walker, Superintendent, Sahtu Region, ENR

Mr. Stephen Charlie, Superintendent, Inuvik Region, ENR
Mr. Carl Lafferty, Superintendent, Dehcho Region, ENR
Mr. Troy Ellsworth, Superintendent, South Slave Region, ENR
Mr. Gary Bohnet, Principal Secretary, Executive

Mr. Jack Bird, ADM, Operations

Ms. Lynda Yonge, Director, Wildlife Division, ENR

Ms. Jody Pellissey, Executive Director, WRRB
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SURVEY COVERAGE AREA

* Any line with small squares on line was flown during the survey.
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