Media Information Sheet

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Public Hearings
EA1415-01 Canadian Zinc Corporation’s Prairie Creek All Season Road Project

April 24, 2017, in Nahanni Butte
April 25-28, 2017, in Fort Simpson
The Review Board is holding public hearings in Nahanni Butte and Fort Simpson for the Prairie
Creek All Season Road proposed by Canadian Zinc Corporation. The road, if approved, would enable
year round transport of concentrates and fuel supplies along 180 km between Prairie Creek Mine
and the Liard Highway. The mine is located in the Southern Mackenzie Mountains in the south-west
corner of the Northwest Territories. The project is within the traditional territory of the Dehcho
First Nations, and crosses territorial and federal lands. Approximately half the road is within
Nahanni National Park Reserve.

WHAT– Public hearings (community hearings and technical hearings)
The purpose of these public hearing is for the Review Board to hear from the developer, parties,
aboriginal organizations and community members to get their views on the Prairie Creek All Season
Road project
WHEN/WHERE –

April 24, 2017 (Community Hearing)
12:00-7:00 pm,
Nahanni Butte, Recreation Centre

April 25, 2017 (Community Hearing)
1:00-8:00pm
Fort Simpson, Recreation Centre

April 26-28, 2017 (Technical Hearing)
8:30am-5:00pm
Fort Simpson, Recreation Centre

Media are requested to sign-in at the hearings and speak to staff on site for designated areas to set
up.
Board Members and staff will not be available for interviews during the proceeding. If you
wish to set up an interview, please contact Mark Cliffe-Phillips to arrange a time following the
meeting.
Media contact–

Mark Cliffe-Phillips
Executive Director
867-766-7055
mcliffephillips@reviewboard.ca

Please see pages 2-3 more information and instructions on media conduct during meetings and
interviews.
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Environmental Assessment of the Prairie Creek All Season Road
The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (Review Board) is an independent
administrative tribunal responsible for conducting fair and timely environmental assessments. The
environmental assessment process allows the Review Board to decide if a project is likely to cause
significant adverse impacts on the environment or significant public concern. The Review Board is
will make a decision on whether the development is likely to have a significant adverse impact on
the environment and the need for mitigative or remedial measures.
For more information about the Review Board and environmental assessment process, please see
our website: http://www.reviewboard.ca/about/
For more information about the community and technical hearings, please follow this link to the
hearing agendas.

Media conduct during the hearings

Media are advised to follow public registry updates on the Review Board's website.

Media personnel are required to sign in to the public hearings and advise Review Board staff of
their attendance, as staff must announce the media's presence to the participants in the room.
The Review Board respectfully requests that all media personnel please observe the following
courtesies:
•
•
•

Please do not set up your equipment too close to the front of the hearing venue. This could
distract Board Members, staff and other hearing participants from their work.
Please do not take the front seats for the audience if it appears there are many elders
present who may want to sit up close.
Please do not sit at the reserved tables set up for registered groups who will be presenting
to the Review Board.

Typically, the Review Board does not set up special tables for media personnel unless there is a
request in advance of the meeting. The resources available to the Review Board to assist the media
are limited, so be prepared to bring all of your own equipment and power supplies.

Review Board staff are not available for interviews during the public hearings. Therefore, please
call the Review Board office to arrange for an interview, which will likely occur a few days after the
hearing has ended. Please request your interview far enough in advance to allow Review Board
staff to coordinate their availability with your deadline.

Interview guidelines

Because of the quasi-judicial nature of the Review Board, there are certain limitations to what the
Chairperson, Board Members and staff can speak about. For this ongoing environmental
assessment, you will only be able to interview Review Board staff. The staff member designated as
the spokesperson for a particular file will comment on the process only. The Chairperson and Board
Members are not permitted to comment on ongoing matters before the Board.
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Review Board decisions, submissions made by other parties or any other evidence speaks for itself.
The staff cannot provide interpretation or explanations of any information that is on the public
record. All the evidence is available on the public registry for the Prairie Creek All Season Road.
You are encouraged to speak to the individuals or groups that are participating in the hearings and
get their views on the project. If you would like to gain a better understanding of a particular piece
of information on the public record, please contact the groups, individuals or outside expert who
submitted the document.

Finding background information and other interview sources

In addition the sources linked in this document, media may contact the developer of the project
under review and visit its website to learn specific details about the development. The developer is
the best source to describe its own project. Review Board staff are only able to provide a cursory
overview of the project. Review Board staff will not describe the project for you in an interview.
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