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Subject:  HC’s Review of the Draft EIS Terms of Reference and Work Plan for the Gahcho Kué Diamond Mine.   
Dear Mr. Haefele,

Thank you providing Health Canada with the draft Work Plan and Terms of Reference for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Gahcho Kué Diamond Mine for comment.  Health Canada has no comments on the Work Plan, but has the following recommendations with respect to the Terms of Reference document.

Section 4.1 Caribou
All possible pathways for caribou exposure to contaminants are to be identified.  It is recommended that the potential for caribou tissues to become contaminated as well as the health issues that may arise from subsequent human consumption be assessed as well.  

Section 5.13 Aboriginal Rights and the Interconnectedness of Issues 
It is recommended that the prediction of any implications of water quality changes for human water consumption include information about all sources of drinking water in the surrounding areas influenced by the project.  These include source water intakes for drinking water treatment facilities and/or sources that are consumed directly (e.g. wells).  In the case that a drinking water treatment facility is present, the EIS should include an indication of whether the type of treatment used and capacity of the facility is able to address any potential changes in the source water quality.   
Section 5.2 – Air Quality

In the case that air quality is predicted to change at human receptor locations (including on-site worker camps), it is recommended that an assessment of potential risk to human health from increased exposure to air pollution be included in the EIS.  

Other:
Country Foods

The Terms of Reference currently include assessments of the impacts on and potential contamination of caribou and fish.  It is recommended that the EIS include available information about all country foods harvested in the area of project influence and include an analysis of the potential for these foods to be contaminated as well.  Country foods are foods that are harvested by hunting, trapping or fishing, collected from naturally occurring sources (berries, for example) or grown on a small scale.  They do not include any commercial foods.  

Noise

It is recommended that the assessment of physical impacts to human health include an assessment of whether impacts due to increased noise levels at human receptor locations are likely to occur.  
Health Canada will be pleased to provide further guidance on these or other issues upon request.      

Thank you for the opportunity to comment, I SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 hope that you find these comments to be useful.  Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at (613) 946-3543.

Yours sincerely,

Margaux Brisco  

