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Addressing uncertainty and connecting the dots 
between EA, Permitting, Operations 



òUncertainty is 

an uncomfortable 

position.  

But certainty is 

an absurd one.ó 

 

Voltaire  



ÅAcknowledges inherent uncertainty in 
impact prediction & sets framework within 
which project can operate 

ÅPath forward to project approval in spite of 
uncertainty 

Conclusion: Systematic Adaptive 
Management Framework 
 



Mackenzie Valley Review Board   

ÅCourt-like tribunal in NWT 

ïCo-management (50% aboriginal) 

ÅEAs for large or controversial projects 

ÅMakes determinations about significant 
adverse impacts  ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȱ 

ïCan impose mitigation measures or reject 
projects 



A recent 
experience 
with adaptive 
management 
in EA 
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http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/state-environment/154-trends-barren-ground-caribou-population-size-tundra-taiga-ecosystems 
 


