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Honourable Sheila Copps Monday, Feb 1 1, 2002
Department of Canadian Heritage P e

Dear Ms. Copps, '

I am enclosing our latest newsletter with an article concerning the proposed mine L
development on the border of Nahanni National Park. o

Please consider this as a friendly “heads up”. The article was circulated to
approximately 10,000 Canadian decision makers. The next issue goes to print in 3
weeks and T am hoping you can give me better news to deliver.

[ fear that you may not be aware of the role and responsibility your Office holds m the
process as the designated “Responsible Minister”. As the “Responsible Minister” you
have the ability to accept, reject or modify the assessment reports mentioned below.

The issue is as follows:

- The situation is worse than the Cheviot Mine issue outside Jasper. The mine
requires an all weather road in order to be viable. This road would run too
close to, and parallel the boundary of the Park and World Heritage site,
through the Karst lands of the Nahanni Platean. This region is fragile and is
part of the land under consideration for expanded Park boundaries through the
Deh Cho process. The site is perched in a narrow valley on Prairie Creek that
flows directly into the Nahanni. The toxic tailings pond will lie upstream of
the Nahanni on Prairie Creek, poised for millennia to flow/leach into the Park.
This is one of the most seismically active areas in North America and has
experienced flash flooding in recent years in adjacent valleys (a Park visitor
was killed in 1995 in one such flood).

- January 19, 2002, a fuel spill estimated at 24,000 litres occurred at the
Tungsten Mine site on a tributary of the Nahanni. If this event had occurred
within Prairie Creek, the results would have been catastrophic.

- The current environmental assessment process focuses on individual
components of the development in isolation from the over all impact. It does
not yield an effective assessment of the overall project.

- In the latest “Assessment by the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Review
Board” they state: “The review Board also suggested that the Federal
Minister and the Minister responsible for National Parks decide on the scope
and nature of acceptable protection to ensure the ecological integrity of
Nahanni National Park, including the possibility of establishing a buffer zone
where land use activities are not compatible with the park purpose and
management plan.” The door is open and they are inviting you to exercise
your prerogative as the Responsible Minister. .2
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- Until a proper land use plan is finalized, a buffer zone of the complete
watershed is the only acceptable management position.

- Itis imperative that a moratorium on developments like this be imposed on
this watershed until a proper land use plan is finalized.

I thank you for your attention to this matter. Please feel free to contact me with any
questions and I Jook forward to positive news that I can publish in our upcoming
newsletter fo signal that the integrity of the Park has been re-secured and that Parks
Canada is following it’s mandate.
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,‘ Nahanni
R. Neil Hartling River
President Adventures:
Woveee. &
cc: )
T e SOl o TV DEEAEN
Mr. Tom Lee L —
Parks Canada Agency e 7O
!”)L%ﬁf()-f-%_ P N A A

The Honourable Mr. Robert Nauit
Department of Indian Affairs and Nortk: Cor TWCT

The Honourable Harbance Singh Dhalis s g o CT7en 5
Department of Fisheries and Oceans

The Honourable David Anderson L w : 7

Department of Environment ;o / L7
Mr. Vern Christensen _'_,-’/ & N
Executive Director, Mackenzie Valley s

Environmental Impact Review Board

Mr. Bob Wooley, www.nahanni.com

EX&CH’EIV? Dlrecmr’ "Ego-river holidays from Alaska to Nunavut®

Mackenzie Valley Phane (867) 668-3180 Fax (867) 668-3056

Land and Water Board Reservations 1 (800) 297-6927

Email: info@nahanni.com









(discount coupons availabl




CEO, Parks Canada Agency
dy St Hull; Queb

3 b M
because there are no {all
A







wotld be:allocated to the Firs










