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Mackenzie Vailey Environmental Impact Review Board
Box 938, 5102-50 Ave,,
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July 31, 2003

Attn; Sherry Sian
Re: Cumulative Effects Assessment Site Visit- Drybones/Wool Bay

Dear Sherry,

After our conversation this moming | have a few questions and comments in regards to
the proposed site visit to Drybones/Wool Bay for the Environmental Assessments and
Cumulative Effects Assessments of Consolidated Goldwin Ventures, New Shoshoni
Ventures, North American General Resources Corp:, and Snowfield Development
Corp.’s diamond exploration programs.

First, what is the agenda for the site visit? Will there be adequate time for the NSMA to
discusstrecord land use and Traditional Knowledge about the area during the site
visit? This is particularly important congidering the extensive aboriginal fishing and
hunting that eccurs in the area and the complete lack of data that exists about
Aboriginal land use and natural resources in the Drybones/Woo| Bay areas.

The NSMA would conduct this research on our own however, we do not have the
funding or capacity with our organization to do so and, as you are aware, neither
the MVEIRB nor DIAND has provided any funding to deal with these four EAs or the
CEA. To add to the frustration the MVEIRB has adopted any exiremely short
timeline that is not conducive to securing funding should another source be made
available, -

It is already apparent the developers, contractor and directly affected Aboriginal graups
are scrambling to gather what little data on the area is available- data that in many
cases is at the wrong scale, not case specific or is incomplete. Having been left with no
other options the NSMA request the site visit consist of a thorough examination of
Aboriginal land use practices and TK for the Drybones/Wool Bay area, Otherwise,
neither the NSMA nor the MVEIRB will have sufficient information to adequately assess
or mitigate the impacts of the proposed 'exploration' on the NSMA cuiturai and heritage
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resources. |t will be a great tragedy should diamond 'exploration' take precedence over
and possibly permanently damage cultural and heritage resources only because
adequate resources or time were not allocated to properly document this important
information.

It seems the rushed approach of the CEA and EAs are intentional to guarantee approval
for these ‘exploration’ projects. Given these projects were referred to an EA due to
considerable Aboriginal concern we should haye the opportunity to document our own
resources in the area before allowing any outsider exploration that could harm our

cultural and heritage resources.

I laok forward to hearing from you on this matter.

Yours truly,

Kris Johnson
Land & Resource Coordinator
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