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Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board

Hunter Bay Resources
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July 27th 2007

Introduction
Section s126(3) of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act allows the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (Review Board) to decide whether to require an environmental assessment on a proposed development following a preliminary screening.  The Review Board is currently considering exercising this discretion with respect to the proposed Hunter Bay Resources development in the Sahtu region.

These Information Requests are directed to: 

· Deline Renewable Resources Council

· Sahtu Renewable Resources Board

· GNWT Department of Environment and Natural Resources

· Sahtu Land Use Planning Board, NWT Protected Areas Strategy Secretariat

· Hunter Bay Resources

The following Information Requests are intended to provide the Review Board with additional information for its consideration.  Responses are required prior to Wednesday August 8th, 2007, at 5:00 pm. 

IR Number:
1.1

To: 
Deline Renewable Resources Council, Sahtu Renewable Resources Board, GNWT Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Subject: 
Potential Impacts on Caribou
Preamble
The SLWB received a letter on May 11, 2007 from the Sahtu Renewable Resources Board stating that it is concerned with the disruption of migrating caribou during scheduled operations.  The Deline Renewable Resources Council letter of May 8, 2007, expresses concern that the area is a “very important caribou migration route”.  

In its letter of May 15th, 2007, the GNWT Department of Environment and Natural Resources states that the mitigations proposed by the developer are not sufficient to minimize impacts on wildlife.  On page three of that letter, the GNWT identifies three specific and necessary mitigation measures pertaining to caribou.  These include shutting down operations if caribou approach within 500m, staying 500m away from mineral licks, and staying 5 km away from recognized caribou crossings between May 15th and October 15th. 

The SLWB did not conclude that this project might have a significant adverse impact on the environment.  The measures contained in the Screening Report and in the draft Land Use Permit do not include the mitigations that the GNWT described as necessary.  

Request
1. In your view, without the caribou mitigations proposed by the GNWT, might the proposed development have a significant adverse impact on caribou?  Please explain.
2. In your opinion, were your views adequately reflected in the results of the Preliminary Screening?  Please explain.  
IR Number:
1.2
To: 
Deline Renewable Resources Council, Sahtu Renewable Resources Board
Subject:
Consultation and Public Concern
Preamble
A May 11, 2007 letter from the Sahtu Renewable Resources Board identified a lack of consultation with the Deline Renewable Resources Council.  The June 26th, 2007 letter by the Sahtu Renewable Resources Board restates that the issues in its previous letter still required consideration.

Correspondence to the developer from the Deline Renewable Resources Council on July 9th, 2007 states that it has expressed “significant concern” regarding proposed development locations within a proposed protected area (Edaiila/ Caribou Point) and a proposed conservation zone.

Correspondence sent to the Review Board from the Deline Renewable Resources Council on July 13, 2007 states that the developer did not indicate to those consulted during its community consultations and Traditional Knowledge study of Dec. 2006 that the proposed development included locations within a potential protected area and conservation zone.

Request

1. In your view, have your concerns regarding consultation by the developer been adequately addressed?  Please explain.
2. In your view, have your concerns regarding proposed development locations within a potential protected area (Edaiila/ Caribou Point) and a proposed conservation zone been adequately addressed?  Please explain.
IR Number:
1.3

To: 
Sahtu Land Use Planning Board, NWT Protected Areas Strategy Secretariat
Subject:
Intent of the Draft Land Use Plan 
Preamble
The SLWB Preliminary Screening Report identified that many drill targets are in an area defined as a Conservation Zone in the draft Sahtu Land Use Plan, and that it fails to meet the criteria of an acceptable land use according to the Plan.  The May 18th 2007 letter by the Sahtu Land Use Planning Board identifies the existence of the draft Sahtu Land Use Plan.  It notes that the plan is not yet legally binding, but is based on extensive consultation with communities and others, and requests that the SLWB respect the intent of the plan when making permitting decisions.  A June 27th, 2007 letter from INAC emphasizes that the draft plan is not legally binding. 
The Review Board notes that the preliminary screening focuses on a development within an area that is currently within Step Two of the NWT Protected Areas Strategy (PAS).  It has been officially identified as an Area of Interest, and is supported by the community of Deline and by Sahtu Secretariat Inc.  However, the SLWB confirmed that it had not solicited input from the PAS secretariat during the preliminary screening. 

Correspondence to the developer from the Deline Renewable Resources Council on July 9th, 2007 states that it has expressed “significant concern” regarding proposed development locations within a potential protected area (Edaiila/ Caribou Point) and a proposed conservation zone.

Correspondence sent to the Review Board from the Deline Renewable Resources Council on July 13, 2007 states that the developer’s consultation did not indicate to those consulted that the proposed development included locations within the potential protected area and conservation zone.

Request
1. What are the values for this area that led to its designation as a potential Conservation Zone and PAS Area of Interest?  Please explain.

2. In your view, have the values identified for the Conservation Zone or PAS Area of Interest been adequately considered with respect to the application?  Please explain.
3. In your view, might the proposed development be a cause of concern?  If yes, please describe why.

4. In your view, might the proposed development be a cause of significant environmental impacts?  If yes, please describe why.

IR Number:
1.4

To: 
Hunter Bay Resources
Subject:
 Additional Commitments
Preamble
In deciding whether to require an environmental assessment on your development, the Review Board is considering two general issues:
The area has been identified as being very important to caribou.  The GNWT identified three specific mitigation measures pertaining to caribou that it views as necessary.  These include:
· shutting down operations if caribou approach within 500m;

· staying 500m away from mineral licks; and,

· staying 5 km away from recognized caribou crossings between May 15th and October 15th. 

Other groups have identified that one of your drill targets is in an area designated and Area of Interest by the NWT Protected Area Strategy.  Additionally, that and several other drill targets are in an area that is a proposed Conservation Area in the draft Land Use Plan.    
Request

Are there any commitments your organization would like to make, in addition to those considered during the Preliminary Screening, to address these potentially outstanding issues? 
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