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Diverse languages and cultures in the North mean interpreters and 
translators have an important and challenging job. 

Whether it’s explaining what’s been said or what’s been written, 
superior translation is essential to ease understanding and ensure good 
decision-making. 

The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board strongly 
believes in expert translation.

Keeping people in the know, in a language they understand, means 
proposed developments and the resulting effects on the surrounding 
environment and people are clear. 

By building the capacity of interpreters and translators, communities, 
industry, government and regulators can be confident that what is 
being communicated has been accurately translated. 

Since 2002, the Review Board has held five terminology workshops 
for the Mackenzie Valley aboriginal languages of Chipewyan, Dogrib, 
Gwich’in, North Slavey and South Slavey. 

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, the Mackenzie Valley Land and 
Water Board, the Protected Areas Secretariat and the Government of 
the Northwest Territories provided their support for these educational 
seminars. 

At the workshops, translators discussed English words and ways to 
explain them in their aboriginal language. The result is this glossary 
of terms, a guide that contains English concepts and ideas and their 
aboriginal-language equivalents. 

This glossary provides translations of terminology for the biophysical 
environment, the oil and gas industry, the mining industry, the human 
environment and the resource management system.

The translations included in this glossary may require further revisions 
depending on how the words are used during interpretation and 
translation. 

Because the Review Board has not been able to work with and 
record each dialect, translators are encouraged to speak to elders and 
community experts for translations for which they are unsure. The 
glossary provides spaces for interpreters and translators to write in 
their own translations, correct errors, or add general notes. 

And because translators were unable to complete entire lists of words 
for some entries, the English is also provided. 

This glossary can also be downloaded from the Review Board’s website, 
in the Reference Library, at mveirb.nt.ca.
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Chipewyan

Jonas Adams

Sarah Basil

Ann Biscaye

Bertha Catholique 

James Marlow

Leona Poitras

Tlicho

John Drygeese

Grace Mackenzie

Margaret Mackenzie

Violet Mackenzie

Michel Paper

Mary-Rose Sundberg 

Gwich’in

Eleanor Firth

William George Firth

Bertha Francis 

Sue Look

Joanne Snowshoe

Mary Teya

North Slavey

Irene Betsidea

Dora Blondon

Douglas Dillon

Jimmy Dillon

Dora Grandejambe

Judy Kochon

Edith Mackeinzo

Mabel Martin

Alphonsine McNeely

Jonas Neyelle

Lucy Ann Yakeleya

South Slavey

Phillip Constant

Sarah Gargan

Elizabeth Hardisty

Alex Tambour

Fred Tambour

Joe Tambour 

Thank you to the following interpreters, translators and Elders for their contributions to this insert of terminology:
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Legislation
Law

	

Federal Legislation
Laws of the Canadian Government

1.		Diri	nçnç	ts’ñ	k’áowe	dewe	æeæá	(Tu-
lita)

2.		Dene	æeæá	ts’õ	k’ágewe	kelîke		
(Déline)

3.		Hîdé	sõbarále	k’õnekukœyœ	æeæá	
kœhsî	dagháré	neh	hé	tîch’ádœ	
hek’éyœdigódi	gha	dúle	k’ñnagokeæa	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Territorial Legislation
Laws of the GNWT  

1.		Æelúgu	nçnç	k’e	gots’ê	k’áowe	æeæá	
(Tulita)

2.	Areyôné	æeæá	elekécha	ôt’e	(Déline)
3.		Júhdá	hînéné	k’áhowe	k’õnékukœyœ	
æeæá	kœhsî	dagháré	neh	hé	t’îch’ád£	
k’ek’éyœdigódi	gha	dúle	k’ñnagokeæa	
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Mackenzie Valley Resource  
Management Act 
Law that says both government and 
aboriginal people will work together to 
protect the Mackenzie Valley land, water, 
air and living things.

Neh	hek’éyedih£di	gha	æeæá
(North	Slavey)

Stewardship
Taking good care of resources, especially 
the land

Protection 
The things important to the area’s value 
will remain safe from development for 
many years

1.		Dárewá	nê	weæô	gots’ç	nç	k’égodí	
gha	(Tulita)

2.		Îdó	gogha	asóó	dech’á	bek’éts’edí	
(Déline)

3.		Dádéhwã	neh	weæô	gots’ç	bek’égúdi	
gha	beríæedçtå’e	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Conservation
Wise use of resources so they are  
available into future

1.		Denecho	ke	náuweré	ahsñ	æaode	ch’á	
bek’égodí	(Tulita)

2.	Idú	gogha	gode	gots’é	(Déline)
3.		Ts’îduwe	æaríwíné/	ts’îduwe	æeæá	
dagháré	t’áhsî	lahot’e	k’ets’uhsñle	
gogha	kek’éyœdigódi		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Sustainable Development
Development that helps us now but will 
not hurt future generations
i  Where development meets the needs  

of the present generations without  
compromising the ability of future  
generations to meet their own needs

1.		Ahsñ	t’áh	edákáts’eda	herecho	zô	
t’áh	ats’et’î	(Tulita)

2.		Eghálats’eda	got’á	ts’e	réwhé,		gon-
ezó	batast’tî	gah	(Déline)

3.		Niwã	gúdi	gogha	hîdú	k’édéhshai	hé	
zô	gálats’eyeda	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Globalization
Increasing economic ties between  
countries around the world
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Renewable Resources 
Something that comes from the land and 
replenishes itself 
i  For example: Wood products,  

fur-bearing animals and fish

1.		Nê	k’e	ahsñ	naneshe	hé	dúle	nats’etsî	
(Tulita)

2.		Así	nets’î	ageæî	dúle	naneshi	gha	
dúlé	(Déline)

3.		Neh	k’e	yeri	bek’éyœdigódi	gháré	
xáré	rarœyœ/rabegúlœ		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Non-renewable Resources 
Something that comes from the land and 
cannot be replenished once taken
i  For example: Oil and gas, and minerals

1.		Ahsñ	nats’etsî	ghá	dúé	hé	naneshéle	
(Tulita)

2.		Así	ne	ts’ô	ageæî	yet’á	nagetñ	gh-
agçæõle	(Déline)

3.		Neh	k’e	yeri	du	xáré	rabegúlœ		(Fort	
Good	Hope)

Protected Areas Strategy
With it, communities can protect special 
areas from development

1.		Nê	k’éts’edí		gha	sáá	nígots’çæá	
(Tulita)

2.	Né	asíî	de	ch’á	gode	h’ôåé	(Déline)
3.		Kõta	godagháré	neh	káyet’ô	
hek’éyœdigúdi	gha	æelehé	
æeghálats’eyed	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Conservation Value
Showing the importance of protecting an 
area compared to other areas

1.		Dáyé	ahsñ	åô	nê	ts’ñlî	t’áh	
gok’éts’udí	gha	(Tulita)

2.		Netséwe	ch’á	nek’éts’edí	gha	
bet’áréæa	(Déline)

3.		Jud£hy£	neh	sóæagoréht’e	gogha	
got’óts’edéhæa	gháré	gots’éhæõné	
kek’£yœdigúdi	gha	æagots’ñhwê		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Values
The important and useful things for the 
land, water, air or living things

1.		Nê	k’e	ahsñ	bet’áoréæá	gõhåî	t’áh	
gok’éts’edí	(Tulita)

2.		Dene	nené	hé	dene	náoweré	hé	
bet’áréæá	t’á	yek’ekénagenetê		
(Déline)

3.	Dene	æaríwíné	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Earth Cover Mapping
Satellite pictures of plants, put together to 
make a map of a large area

1.		Hîdé	gots’ê	nê	k’e	ahsñ	neshe	
tå’éhíchu	(Tulita)

2.	Îdá	gots’ê		erihtåé	kéhchu	(Déline)
3.		Æît’õ	dáhêt’e	yáríyœ	gogha	hidé	yát’a	
gots’ê	neh	æedihtå’é	híshu		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

9Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007



Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

s

Resource Management

North Slavey Translations

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecoregion 
A big area with its own type of land, 
water, weather and living things
i  There are 42 different ecoregions in the 

NWT

1.		Nê	nechá	de	ahsñ	åõ	káreæa	gõhåî	
(Tulita)

2.		Ne	ts’ê	asñî	dêæóne	náke	k’e	
k’énakenete	(Déline)

3.		Júhdá	hînéné,	neh	yeri	bek’e	gõhlî	
æeleyedã	kádeæá	dî	horénô	æõ	rákœ	
kádeæá	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Ecological Representation 
A sample of the big areas of land that are 
protected for research and monitoring

1.		Areyôné	asñî	k’e	k’énageneté	ke	
(Déline)

2.		Neh	kádeæá	æareyõné	æehk’á	
hek’éyœdigúdi	gogha	neh	sóæadéhsha	
k’e	k’ñnakeruhta	gha	kákeyîla		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Core Representative Area
Small sample areas which do not have 
development
i  A core representative area is chosen 

from each of the 42 ecoregions in the NWT

1.		Nê	súarécho	k’e	ahsñ	káreæa	gõhåî	
k’ek’ñnats’eneta	(Tulita)

2.		Asñ	góts’íæa	Neka	hé	neyí	yeké	
k’énagenetê	así	yets’õ	ageæi	(Déline)

3.		Láni	neh	bek’e	æagát’ñle	begháré	
neh	dáyñt’e	kodúya	gogha	lahot’e	
bech’árut’e	gha	híshu		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Benchmark Area
An area for research where development 
is not allowed

1.		Nê	ghálaeda	ke	yeghádenetê	t’áh	eyi	
eghálats’edále	(Tulita)

2.		Ne	k’égedí	así	gogíæá	gha	dání	ne	
náîda	yek’e	k’énagenetî	(Déline)

3.		Láni	neh	bek’e	æagát’ñle	begháré	
neh	dáyñt’e	kodúya	gogha		neh	
hek’óodeyô	ke	kigá	kodúhsha	gha	
gáæeduretê	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Landscape Unit 
A small area with a one type of land
i  Usually a place where you would see a 

certain type of rock, soil and terrain
	

1.	Nê	ech’árîît’e	k’áawehæa	(Tulita)
2.	Nekárîla	areyôné	eåét’éle	(Déline)
3.		Neh	sóæadéhsha	k’e	fœ,	æehtå’é,	hé	
dábóodát’î	dagháré	neh	kádeæá		
keyagowê		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Special Element 
Something special that only exists in a 
few places 
i  For example: Hot springs, cliffs where 

falcons build their nests, whooping crane 
breeding habitat, and early open water 
areas

1.		Yé	dûôwa	zô	nê	k’e		ahsñ	åé	hîlî	zô	
yágõhåî	(Tulita)

2.	Lane	ne	bek’é	asñî	yágõåî	(Déline)
3.	Deriæuwani	(Fort	Good	Hope)

11Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007



Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

s

Resource Management

North Slavey Translations

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simulation
Using a computer to predict what could 
happen 
i  The use of a computer or  

mathematical model to predict  
what will happen in the future

1.		Satsõné	t’á	ahsñ	hets’erehta	t’áh	hîdó	
dágôht’e	gha	sñ	bek’éorejô	satsõné	
gozhá	(Tulita)

2.		Satóné	goyát’a	areyôné	gode	kéchu	
gháré	dágõt’e	yek’egereshô	(Déline)

3.		Neh	hé	k’ñnagow’e	dagháré	sasõné	
godœ	shîyalœ,	hé	t’áhsî	hudéta	gháré	
æedawere	gódí	hé	dágõht’e	gha	
rágots’ulœ	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Model (MARXAN)
A computer program that recommends 
what areas should be protected
i  It takes information about the land and 

calculates the information

1.	Satsõnç	nê	k’e	gogodí	híchu	(Tulita)
2.		Satsóné	goyá	t’á	ne	hé	godi	chelele		
erîhtåé	k’éts’di	gots’ê	bet’áots’et’e	
gha	wela	(Déline)

3.		Sasõné	godœ	híhshu	k’e	godœ	
ríáts’éle	gháré	jud£hy£	neh	
hek’éyœdigódi	gha	got’ódéæa		
keyagowê	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Hotspot
An area that has many values
i  When special values are mapped,  

hotspots are areas on the map where  
many values overlap

1.		Dáyé	nê	k’e	sure	ahsñ	gha	
got’áorehæá	(Tulita)

2.		Láne	asñî	gots’çlî	surí	yek’égedí	
ségeæî	(Déline)

3.		Neh	æedîhtå’e	k’e	jud£hy£	
sóæagoréht’e	gogha	got’óts’édehæa	
(gódi/dene)	Keyaots’ehwê		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Boundary 
A line that divides up areas

1.	Déyé	tå’uh	nit’i	(Tulita)
2.	Îdéyé	tåu	nñtu	(Déline)
3.	Tå’uh	nit’i	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Area of Interest 
A special area that a community wants to 
have protected from development
i  These areas of interest are identified  

using the Protected Areas Strategy process

1.		Dayé	nç	k’e	eghálats’eda	ch’á	
gok’ékedí	(Tulita)

2.		Îde	ne	bet’áráæá	sñî	dagechu		
ghagóæõle	(Déline)

3.		Benénéæîlî	jud£hy£	neh	
hek’éyœdigúdi	keniwê	
hek’ñnadiæekehwe	(dene	gozá/dene	
herágoæá)	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Candidate Protected Area
An area that the community has passed 
resolutions to protect using the Protected 
Areas Strategy

1.		Dene	k’aowe	dáyé	nê	k’éguhdí	
bek’e	godi	níkenihæô	(Tulita)

2.		Areyôné	kõta	godî	negénîæô	(Déline)
3.		Benénéæîlî	k’áhowe	hîlî	ke	
kedeæeæá	hé	xœdœ	kœhsî	jud£hy£	neh	
hek’éyœdigúdi	gha	xœdœ	weæô	(Fort	
Good	Hope)
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Interim Protection
The things important to an area’s value 
will remain safe from development for a 
short time 
i  This type of protection usually lasts 5 

years

1.	Súaréwá	gots’ñ	nç	k’éts’edí	(Tulita)
2.	Yak’e	eghálageda	(Déline)
3.		Hîdú	gogha	neh	hek’égúdi	gha	
beríæedçtå’e	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Third-party Interests
A person or company that the law says 
has the right to do work on that area of 
land

1.		Dene	kóyñ	æeæa	ts’eæõnç	dene	nçnç	
k’e	eghálakeda	gha	dúle	(Tulita)

2.		Dene	hõyí	n	e	kereké	ke	t’á	t’î	gha	
dúle	(Déline)

3.		Hóyí	dene	ke	du	benénéæîlñle	ke	
den£zœ	neh	k’e	xálakedúda	gha	æeæá	
dagháré	kugha	godákádénitô		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Sponsoring Agency
A government that has the power to 
protect and manage protected areas  

1.		K’áowe	ke	ahsñ	gok’e	dene	gha	
eghálákeda	(Tulita)

2.		Îdó	gogha	dene	ts’é	nágedi	gha		eæa	
gok’e	kerékw’i	(Déline)

3.		Æeyi	K’áhowei	ke	kedeæeæá	hé	
neh	kek’éyœdik£di	hai	k’ú	w’ila	
dene	k’áhowé	ke	w’ila	hîdó	gogha	
æekáæagõht’e	kehé	k’ñnagokuæa		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Protected Area 
An area that is protected by law from 
harm done by development                

1.	Nê	ts’ñwi	ch’á	gok’éts’e	di	(Tulita)
2.		Ne	asñî	dech’á	eæá	beghahólî		
(Déline)

3.		Neh	káyet’ô	hek’éyœdigúdi			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Network of Protected Areas
Many protected areas that are connected 
to each other

1.		Nê	eåeuutõ	bek’éts’udí	gogha		
(Tulita)

2.		Ne	æêhdñ	tîch’ádí	asõa	dech’á	gode	
welé	(Déline)

3.		Neh	lehútô	(tå’uh	hé	neh	lékeréya)	
bek’éyœdigúdi	gha	híshu		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Management Plan
A plan that says how they will manage 
the protected area

1.		Ahsñ	bek’çç	eghálats’uda	
dek’eréhtå’é	gháré	á	nê	k’éts’edi	
gok’e	eghálakeda	(Tulita)

2.		Areyôné	léhé	gok’éts’edí	godî	gétsê	
(Déline)

3.		Æeyi	meni	godagháré	æeæá	yáhísî		
hé	kõta	gogha	æefe	d£hw’i	æeyi	ne	
híshu	dá		bek’éyœdigúdi	æelehé		
kesórídagokedéhæa		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Land Use Plan
On paper, it is written what activities are 
allowed on the land  

1.	Dánî	nê	k’e	eghálats’ena	(Tulita)
2.		Daní	ne	k’e	atset’i	goghálats’edake		
(Déline)

3.		Dá	neh	het’óts’edéwóhæa	gha	radã	
xœdœ	ts’œhsî	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Mineral Potential
The chance they have of finding rich 
rocks in the area

1.	Kwe	détí	tahkó	(Tulita)
2.	Kwe	détí	gõåî	sñî	(Déline)
3.		Láni	fœ	d£tî	gõhlî	kedaratî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Hydrocarbon Potential
The chance they have of finding different 
types of oil and gas in the area

1.	Tåeh	gõhåî	åáani	(Tulita)
2.		Îdú	yé	tåe	détí		edaxo	gõåî	sõônî	
(Déline)

3.		Láni	åe	gõhlî	kederat’î	(Fort	Good	
Hope)
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Conservation Area / Zone
An area where development is not  
allowed

1.		Dáyé	nê	k’éts’edí	sñ	dúé		nê	k’e	ahsñ	
gonechá	kéots’enñwhi	(Tulita)

2.	Æehdái	nek’e	get’î	góæõle	(Déline)
3.		Láni	neh	dá	bek’édigúdi	gha		
k’õne	gogha	xœdœ	weæô	gú	dúyé	
sõba	gha	gok’e	t’áhsî	gálats’eyeda		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Special Management Area / Zone
An area partly protected but some  
development is allowed

1.		Nê	k’e	eghálakena	gha	dé	gogha	
kede	wela	k’çç	á	k’ñnaokeæa	gha	
(Tulita)

2.		Ne	æédái	zô	yek’e	eghálageda	gha	
dúle	(Déline)

3.		Dá	neh	hek’éyœdigúdi	hé	dá	sõba	
gha	gok’e	t’áhsî	gálats’eyeda	gha	
neh	híshu	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Land Withdrawal
A selected area of land where  
development is not allowed right now

1.		Súaréwále	dé	åaot’e	nê	dáedéniæa	
(Tulita)

2.	Neká	kágîla	nakeríw	i	(Déline)
3.		Dánéhwã	t’áhsî	kesórídaonét’ô	
gots’ç	neh	yáts’õtô	(Fort	Good	
Hope)	
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Prospecting Permit
Written permission to explore for rich 
rocks on the land

1.		Nê	k’e	t’ahsî	káts’eneta	gha	erihtå’é	
gogháôchu	(Tulita)

2.		Kwe	détñ	kagenîwe	gha	erîhtåé		
gwáchu	(Déline)

3.		Fœ	d£tî	hîka	keniwê	gha	æedîhtå’é	
kugháhîshu	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Mineral Claim
An area of land that a prospector or  
mining company has rights to

1.		Nê	súarehcho	kíichu	gha	dechî	nêyía	
keekwí	(Tulita)

2.	Nets’échu	gha	erîhtåé	gehtsî	(Déline)
3.		Sasóné	hé	neh	kñhshu	keyagokehwê	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Crown Rights
Federal government lands
i  Usually refers to surface or mineral 

rights. 

K’áhowœ	néné
(North	Slavey)
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Call for Nominations 
The government asks where companies 
want do oil and gas developments on 
government land

	

Call for Bids
The government asks for money to do 
oil and gas developments on government 
land 

	

Surface Rights
The right to work on top of the land

Nehk’e	æeghálats’eyúda	gha	
deneghágõt’ô
(North	Slavey)
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Mineral Rights 
Ownership of what is underneath that 
land

Nehká	yeri	gõhlî	bets’ê	æîlî	ke
(North	Slavey)

Exploration Licence 
Written permission to explore the land 
for oil or gas

Nehk’e	æeghálats’eyúda	gha	æedîhtl’é
(North	Slavey)

Significant Discovery Licence
Written paper that shows oil and gas was 
found and allows one company the right 
to do oil and gas developments there 
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Production Licence
Written permission to take out the oil 
and gas

	

Landman
The oil company person who speaks with 
landowners for permission to drill

Åe	got’îne	ke	gha	benéné	æîlî	hé	neh	
kesórídaonéhæa	hîlî
(North	Slavey)

Landowner
The ones who own the land
i  This can be the government, aboriginal 

land claim organizations or individuals

Benéné	æîlîke/neh	yáhôtô
(North	Slavey)
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Aboriginal Peoples
The descendants of the original peoples 
of Canada

Dene	wá
(North	Slavey)

Consultation
Seeking advice from aboriginal people 
before development goes ahead
i  Usually refers to the “duty to consult” by 

the government, but is also sometimes used 
to include the responsibility of industry 
and other organizations to seek aboriginal 
advice.

T’áhsî	ghálats’eyeda	gho	légots’ede
(North	Slavey)

Settlement Area 
An area of the Mackenzie Valley with a 
settled land claim

Neh	káyét’ô	kiesórídaonét’ô
(North	Slavey)
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Settlement Lands
Lands that belongs to the land claim 
group

Neh	káyét’ô	ts’é	káhowœ
(North	Slavey)

Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU)
Early document outlining how a  
relationship will work

	

Access Agreement
Formal consent to carry out work on 
private lands
i  It is made between the developer and 

the owners of the land

Xáré	Dene	nénék’e	æeghálats’eyuda	
gokudœkœ	hagúni	æelehé	xœdœ	kehsî
(North	Slavey)
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Access and Benefit Agreements
Land access agreement required by law 
between the Dene and a company

	

Royalty
Taxes on money made by a company 
from oil and gas 

Neh	ts’ê	sõba	hœsî	dene	gháran£wi
(North	Slavey)

Benefits Plan
A company’s plan that is sent to the 
federal government and describes how 
the development will bring benefits 

Yeri	gálats’eyúda	(dedi)	radã	dádúle	
got’óts’edéhæa	gogha	xœdœ	ts’ehsî
(North	Slavey)
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Environmental Impact Assessment
All the different instances a development 
proposal is looked at for possible bad 
changes to the land, water, air or living 
things 

Yeri	gálats’eyúda	dœdi	gots’íæõné	
dágôht’e	gha	ts’eniwê	gháré	xœdœ	
shîts’eyœlœ	hagú	dá	goghálats’eyúda	
ts’œdi	gháré	æelehé	xœdœ	ts’ehsî
(North	Slavey)

Development
Work carried out on land or water
i  This term is meant for projects that 

require a water licence or land use permit

Láni	ne	dodí	nídé	tuk’e	æeghálats’eyeda
(North	Slavey)

Development Proposal
The plan for a development the company 
wants permission to do 

Æeghálats’eyúda	gha	æedîhtl’é	kehsî
(North	Slavey)
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Self-assessment
Looking at how your development will 
change things
i  The developer usually does a  

self-assessment of its projects to prove  
that it will not harm the environment

1.	Edek’e	kénáts’enehta	(Déline)
2.		Dene	hé	dágóæô	gha	
æedeghárats’eyeda	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Footprint
The amount of land the development will 
use
i  The land area occupied by the project, 

including all man made structures and any 
other land disturbances required to  
construct and operate the mine.

Sõbaf£k’é	góæô			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
	

Project Life Cycle Assessment
Looking at how the development will 
set-up, operate and clean up  

1.		Asñî	kégeníwhe	wire	asñî	areyõné	
ghá	geda	tåáaxô	nezô	nagogeæé			
(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	goghálats’eyúda	were	
gots’ê	æaragõt’e	yñtå’â	gots’ç	
gok’ek’ñnats’erehta		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Socio-economic Impact  
Assessment (SEIA) 
Studying how a way of life will change 
from new development

1.		Asñî	goghálageda	níde	asñî	begháré	
gúlú	gok’ats’ewhi	(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	gõsha	goghálats’eyeda	
gháré	dá	dene	hé	æedç	rígon£wi	
gok’ek’ñnats’erehta		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Gender-based Assessment
Studying to see if men will feel different 
changes than the women will feel from 
new development

1.		Dání	ts’íku	hé	deneyu	eghálageda	
nídé	asñî	gogha	gúlú	agôht’e	sõônî	
(Déline)

2.		Æeghálayídá	æek’õne	dagháré	
ts’£kuwe	hé	denelîne	da	kugha	
æeleyedá	æagõht’e	gok’ek’ñnats’erehta		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Reconnaissance 
A first study of the area to learn a little bit 
about the rocks, land, water, air and living 
things that you can find there

1.		K’õni	godi	chikéla	t’á	
gok’éokerezhô	(Tulita)

2.		Godi	chegela	tåá	eyíí		gháré	ñde	asñ	
yágõåî		gots’é	dágõt’e	yek’égereshô	
(Déline)

3.	Neh	hekúæekúhwi	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Spatial and Temporal Boundaries
The time limit and size limit of an area 
that they will study

1.		Ahsñ	k’e	yudené	hé	dárehwá	
goghálats’eda	sadze	weæô	(Tulita)

2.		Godí	gode	chegele	gha	karéwhá	zô	
sadezé	hé	goæô	nídé	yek’e	eghálage-
da	(Déline)

3.		Jud£hy£	hé	dánéhwã	gogha	t’ahsî	gá	
kegokúhæa	gha	rígokçæa		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Baseline Conditions
Information that describes the way the 
environment or people are today, before 
the new development happens 
i  Baseline conditions provide a bench-

mark against which to measure change; 
good baseline data could  also identify 
strengths and weaknesses in the community

1.		Nê	hé	dene	hé	dání	náts’êdé	sñî,	ayí	
gúlú	ôt’é	nídé	bek’éts’ereshô		
(Déline)

2.		Æeghálayída	héæegoríwi	were	lãni	
dágóyñt’e,	kigháré	hîdó	dá	æedç	
rígonéwi	kéæekúhdza	gha	gode	
shîkœyœlœ	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Primary Research
New information that is collected to 
answer a specific question 
i  This kind of research can be collected 

through observation, interviews, surveys, 
focus groups, and community meetings

1.	Gode	k’õne	chets’ele	(Déline)
2.		Xáré	dene	ts’ê	godœ	shîts’œyœlœ		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Secondary Research
Information gathered from reports to 
answer a specific question 
i  Secondary source data include existing 

reports, statistics and other forms of  
information that have been generated  
for other reasons 
	

1.		K’õne	gode	wele	ts’e	gode	chets’ele	
(Déline)

2.		Gowere	æedátå’e	ts’ê	godœ	shîts’œyœlœ	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Longitudinal Research
Studies done over time on the same 
population, to identify patterns of change
i  This type of research helps to separate 

naturally occurring change in society  
from change that will likely occur from  
a development

1.	Dánét’i	xae	yeghánageda	(Déline)
2.		Sóæaréht’e	xai	gok’énahta	dá	æedç	
k’ñnagow’e	kokedúhsha	gha	gok’e	
k’ñnakerehta	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Trend
A pattern of change that is happening 
over the years 
i  An example of a trend is over the last 

ten years there has been a continual drop 
in suicides in a certain community

1.		Hiní	dánéht’e	xae	gots’e	gúlú	agot’i	
(Déline)

2.		Sóæaréht’e	xai	gok’énahta	dá	æedç	
k’ñnagow’e	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Quantitative Research
Research that describes the way  
something is by looking at the numbers 
i  An example would be the community 

has 3 community hunts a year, with an 
average of 25 caribou and two moose being 
harvested per hunt

1.		Dánéht’e	hîlî	gháré	beghô	gots’ede	
(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	hudéta	dagháré	begod£	
shîts’œyœlœ	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Qualitative Research
Research that describes the way  
something is, based on the opinions, 
behaviours and experiences of people 
i  An example would be the observation 

that the fall hunt includes everyone from 
the community, and the setting provides 
an opportunity for knowledge to be passed 
down between generations. It makes the 
community feel more unified

1.		Gode	chegele	gháré	beghô	gots’ede	
(Déline)

2.		Xáré	begháts’eyñda	dagháré	begod£	
shîts’œyœlœ		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Key Informants 
Important community people to talk to 
when researching changes 
i  These people can be leaders, social 

workers, elders etc

1.		Dene	gha	horíla	nídé	deneåée	ts’é	
gots’edi	(Déline)

2.		Kõta	goghô	t’áhsî	konihshô		
dakudeke	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Community Surveys 
Asking the same questions to a number 
of people and recording their answers in 
order to understand some aspect(s) of 
their lives 
i  Different types of surveys include  

population, sample, random, stratified

1.	Kóta	gode	chekele	(Déline)
2.		Dene	ts’ê	xœdœ	ts’íhshu		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Local Knowledge
Information about the past and present 
way of life for the community that can  
be known by both aboriginal and  
non-aboriginal long term residents 
i  For example: Social workers, teachers, 

and others who have been in the  
community for a long time may hold  
local knowledge

1.		Dene	náowéré	tádînîto	t’á	kaní	dene	
hîle	(Déline)

2.		Láni	niwã	deneta	dene	ts’îlî	gháré	
kõta	dágõht’e	kots’enihshô		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Traditional Knowledge
Aboriginal knowledge about the people, 
the land, water, living things and the 
culture

Dene	hek’egúæa/	dene	æaríwíné	/dene	
goyá
(North	Slavey)
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Community-based Assessment
The community does its own research 
i  This can happen before any  

developments are proposed, or in  
response to a new development proposal

1.		Dene	kõta	asñî	bet’á	réæa	k’éts’edi		
sñî	bek’e	k’énats’enehta	gha	gõæô	
(Déline)

2.		Kõta	æedahxáré	æedegha	t’áhsî	he-
gokúhæa	gha	gok’ek’ek’ñnakerehta	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Case Study
An example from experience somewhere 
else

	

Valued Components
Things that are important to the  
community, family or person
i  For example: Caribou are often  

considered valued components by  
communities

1.		Asñî	náhine	dene	ts’île	sñî	
bet’áts’îrîto	(Déline)

2.	Yeri	het’óts’edéhæa
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Indicator
Something that shows whether or not 
something is changing 
i  For example: The unemployment rate in 

a community is an indicator for economic 
well-being. Housing indicators are another 
type of indicator that will show if people 
can afford housing, if the houses are good 
enough and if there is enough houses

1.		Ayí	gúlú	ôt’e	nídé	bek’éts’ereshô	
(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	hudéta	gháré	dá	æehdagon£wi	
keyagowê	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Appropriate Indicator
The numbers that do the best job of  
describing and measuring the important 
changes in the community 
i  For example: If a community feels the 

unemployment rate in a community is the 
best indicator for economic well-being, 
then it will be an “appropriate” indicator

1.		Ayí	dene	kõta	gha	bet’áréæá	sñî	
beghõ	gots’edi	gha	góæô	(Déline)

2.		Æeyi	kõta	hçt’î	yeri	hé	æedç	rígon£wi	
gok’e	k’ñnats’erehta	gha	got’ódéæa	
kœdi	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Determinants
Factors that make something happen; 
things that cause something
i  Determinants of good health include 

good schooling and time on the land
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Co-occurrence   
Showing that two things are happening 
at the same time, even though one might 
not be causing the other to happen 
i  For example: Increased drinking in a 

community can be shown to have changed 
in the time a new mine has been in exis-
tence. This does not necessarily mean that 
the mine caused drinking any more than 
the drinking caused the mine to open

1.		Asñî	náke	agot’i	kúlú	eåét’ele		
(Déline)

2.		Æeledudzîne	æõhkini	æelehé	
k’ñnagow’e	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Induced
Caused by

	

Causal Factor
An activity that makes changes happen 
i  For example: If a new road can be 

shown to contribute directly to population 
increases or increases in hunting access, it 
is a causal factor in that change

1.		Asáa	got’í	nídé	bedaæáré	agot’i			
(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	begháré	æedç	k’ñnagow’e	
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Mental Mapping
Drawing out thoughts using boxes and 
lines to show how a development’s parts 
are connected to different impacts

1.		Dáâts’e	nîwe	gháré	godi	åekáts’erele	
(Déline)

2.		Yeri	ts’é	káæœdits’œwi	
gok’eríts’enétå’e	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Matrix
A chart to show how things are  
connected 
i  A cause-effect matrix is a chart that 

allows us to shows what different parts of 
a development cause changes to different 
parts of day to day life

1.		Erîhtå’é	k’e	nezô	sánadekerítå’e		
(Déline)

2.		Æedîhtå’é	k’e	t’áhsî	kehé	dá	æeleh-
gháré	k’ñnagow’e	keyagowê		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Impact Pathways
Showing the connection between parts 
of a development and its impacts on the 
people or the land
i  For example: 2 week in/2 week out work  

schedules could be a pathway to potential 
family problems

1.		Eghálaîda	kénîwe	nezõ	bek’éts’edíle	
nídé	nê	hé	dene	ts’íwi	(Déline)

2.		Æeghálayída	ts’iæõné	t’áhsî		
æelehgháré	dá	k’ñnagúw’e		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Direct Impacts 
Changes that happen specifically because 
of a new development 
i  For example: Increased job opportunities 

and increased levels of incomes for project 
employees  

1.		Eghálaîda	gháré	bets’éæône	gúlú	
agot’i	(Déline)

2.		Æeghálayída	godéwé	ts’iæõné	æala	
yeri	kehé	æedç	rígon£wi		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Indirect Impacts
Secondary changes that are caused after 
direct changes happen from a development
i  These are sometimes called spin-off ef-

fects; an example of an indirect impact is in-
creased business opportunities, or increased 
needs for particular services because of 
increased income from new jobs at a mine

1.	Hîné	ts’e	gúlú	agot’i	agúja	(Déline)
2.		Æeghálayída	godéwé	ts’iæõné	gózœ	
yeri	kehé	æedç	rígon£wi		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Perceived Risk
Peoples’ concerns about risks from a 
development, whether the risk is likely to 
happen or not 
i  For example: The public’s perceived risk 

of flying in an airplane is often higher than 
driving, even though driving statistically is 
more dangerous

1.		Dene	asñî	asáade	ch’á	yeghô		
náadekewe	(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	gálats’eyúda	hé	æedahxô	
goniwê	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Impact Equity
The idea that those most likely to suffer 
from bad changes should also get to share 
equally in the good changes from a new 
development
i  For example: Making sure that if a 

family has to pay higher costs for groceries 
because of a new development that there is 
a higher incomes to offset the rise in prices

1.		Asñî	areyõnê	åñht’é	eåéréht’í	gha	góæô	
(Déline)

2.		Æareyõné	légodéhshá	
got’óts’edéwóhæa	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Intergenerational Equity
Protecting resources to share with future 
generations
i  This concept is linked to sustainable 

development and conservation

1.		Hîdó	gots’edí	gha	eåéhé	gonezõ	
negots’éæá	gha	(Déline)

2.		Hîdó	yéde	yet’ódéwóhæa	gha	neh	k’e	
t’áhsî	hek’égódi		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Resilience 
The ability of people, animals or the 
environment to recover from or resist 
bad change 
i  For example: When a community is 

able to keep its language strong despite 
modern influences because they invest in 
language programs

1.		Asñ	dene,	tîch’adi,	nê	hé	nezõ	ye-
godí	gha	sõônî	(Déline)

2.		Yeri	dzá	æahêt’e	kólí	goteyáts’œd£dœ	
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Vulnerability
Things that might make it more likely for 
people, animals or the environment to 
experience bad change or not take  
advantage of good change
i  For example: If a community has low 

levels of basic education, that makes it  
difficult to get jobs in new developments 
that require high school educations

1.		Asñî	yágodí	yet’a	keríwi	gha	nátséle	
(Déline)

2.		Kuwina	dá	k’ñnagúw’e	ts’ç	
rats’eséle	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Limits of Manageable Change 
The most something should be allowed to 
change before it becomes too late to stop 
or fix it 
i  For example: A community or govern-

ment may decide that in order to maintain 
access to health services, there will be a 
nurse for every X number of people in the 
community; if the population grows be-
yond this, more nurses would be required

1.		Gúlú	agode	ch’á	sedagots’ele	gha	
góæô	(Déline)

2.		Dádéhshó	æats’œn£t’î	were	dúle	
sóæaragots’œlœ	kots’enihshô		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Residual Impacts
Amount of impact (bad change) left over 
after we try to fix them
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Futures Foregone
What would have to be given up in the 
future in order to take advantage of  
development today
i  For example: The loss of river recreation 

and traditional land use after the building 
of a dam

1.		Eåéhé	gode	tséts’ele	gháré	bek’é	
eghálats’eda	gha	dúlú	(Déline)

2.		Hîdú	yeri	gálats’eyúda	k’éyîhxa	
hîdó	gogha	t’áhsî	æeleht’ãgots’edéæô	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Cumulative Effects Assessment 
Studying all the changes from  
developments, that have happened or  
will happen to the land, water, air or  
living things over many years

Dá	k’ñnagow’e	kéts’ed£di	gha
(North	Slavey)

Sustainability Assessment
Looking at whether a development will 
change people’s future ability to live a 
good life, not just trying to avoid too 
many bad changes

1.		Hîdó	gots’edí	gha	edegha	nezô	
nots’í	æa	(Déline)

2.		Sú	hîdó	nñwâ	gogha	dene	hé	gonezõ	
gówóæa	gogha	goghárats’eyeda		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Salvageable Materials 
Things they can reuse
i  For example: Materials or equipment 

recovered from the dismantling or  
demolition of the plant, buildings or  
structures, which can be removed from  
the site and re-cycled or re-used in another 
location

T’áhsî	dúle	bet’óragots’edéhæa	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Cost-benefit Analysis 
Studying to see if something is worth  
doing after balancing what it will cost 
what will be gained

1.	Asñ	bet’áts’eréæá	gha	sõônî	(Déline)
2.		Sú	súré	got’óts’édéhæa	gha	
gogháts’eyeda	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Risk Analysis
Studying what might happen and how big 
a change it will bring

Æedahxô	dúle	ts’eniwê	gú	gálats’eyeda
(North	Slavey)
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Precautionary Principle
A belief that when the possible bad 
change is unacceptable, we should stop it 
from happening even if we aren’t sure it 
will happen
i  For example: Even if there is only a 

small chance that teenage suicide rates 
will go up because of a new development, 
action still needs to be taken to avoid that 
from happening

1.		Asáa	gode	ch’á	æeåeghô	dats’eréæô	
(Déline)

2.		Kots’enihshõle	kólí	dzá	æagudœ	
ts’eniwê	kexõht’e	dugáts’eyñdi		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Zero Tolerance
Strictly follow the rules; no second 
chances

	

No Net Loss
Replace habitat you take from the fish 
with new habitat
i  A term found in Canada’s Fisheries Act; 

it requires fish habitat replacement on a 
project-by-project basis.

Luge	ts’eni	yeri	rits’eníæô	k’ét’á	
rírats’éæa	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Proactive
Acting to make change before something 
bad happens

	

Adaptive Management
Always looking for better ways to work

1.		Gots’çæõné	gonezô	asñî	goghálageda	
gha	goka	kenîwê	(Déline)

2.		Gots’éhæõne	gonezõ	t’áhsî	
goghálakeyúda	gokakœd£æî			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Polluter Pays Principle
A belief that a company is responsible 
for fixing bad changes that its operations 
cause

1.	Edik’é	eghálageda	gha	góæô	(Déline)
2.		Æedek’é	sóæaragots’£æi	gha	góæô	(Fort	
Good	Hope)
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Alternative Energy Sources
A way to make power from things that 
replenish 
i  Energy sources that are not yet  

commonly used, such as wind power,  
solar power, hydrogen power

1.		Sa,	nihtsî,	eæélecho	ts’ê	k’arihk’õ	
hetåe	(Tulita)

2.		Tåe	rék’õ	dátí	dúle	nîts’ç	t’á,	tu	t’á	
k’ola	ídíkõné	tats’et’î	dúle	(Déline)

3.		Nihts’i,	sad£	hé	æeæélé	ts’ê	æídik’õné	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Ground Truthing
Researchers going back and talking to 
the community to confirm whether their 
study’s results are correct

1.		Asñî	gokíæá	ke	góta	k’áju	danagok-
erehke	asñî	ekw’I	ôt’e	gha		
(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	goghô	godœ	shîts’eyéla	sú	
æœhw’I	æahêt’e	ghô	daraæukedehke	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Social Impacts
Changes to the way people live as  
individuals, families or communities

1.		Areyõné	dene	edogeredí	gúlú	agújá	
(Déline)

2.		Gowere	goyedã	dene	ts’îlî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Cultural Impact
Something that affects a community’s 
values, beliefs or spiritual objects/places
i  The relationship with the land and time 

on the land, the ability to harvest wildlife 
and other resources, and the maintenance 
of traditional language, inter-generational 
relationships, laws and way of life

1.		Asñî	kõht’eré	dene	náowéré	gúlú	
agújá	(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	kexõht’é	gowere	goyedã	dene	
ts’îlî	ghô	káyedits’eyñæa		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Economic Impacts
Changes to the way people make a living 
and share their resources
i  Economic impacts include both impacts 

on wage and traditional economies

1.	Gúlú	sõba	ts’erets’i	(Déline)
2.		Gowere	goyedã	ts’ê	sõba	ts’œhsî	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Impact Benefit Agreement (IBA)
Contracts between developers and  
aboriginal communities that promise to 
provide certain benefits to communities 
from a new development in exchange for 
them supporting the development

1.		Asáa	agode	ch’á	gode	weæô	gha	
góæô	(Déline)

2.		Dene	néné	k’e	æeghálakeyúda	
k’éyîhxa	yeri	dene	ghádéwowi	gha	
æelehé	xœdœ	kœhsî	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Compensation
Paying people affected by a bad change

1.		Asáa	gújá	nídé	deneke	gots’é		
náakehdí	gha	góæô	(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	k’éyîhxa	dene	ts’é	ráæœy£di	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Socio-economic Agreement (SEA)
Agreements between developer, govern-
ment (and possibly other groups) that 
ensure commitments are implemented
i  Socio-economic Monitoring Agreement 

are SEAs that include the ability to  
monitor the changes in a community

1.		Gode	åéhé	gets’e	sñî	åek’ékenîwi	gha	
góæô	(Déline)

2.		Dá	æeghálats’eyudá	ts’œdi	goxœd£	
hek’égúdi	gha	æelehé	xœdœ	yákíhsî	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Developer 
The ones who want to do the work 

Meni	t’áhsî	ghálayúda		hadi
(North	Slavey)
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Development Application
A form filled out to ask for official  
permission for a development
i  A developer submits this application 

when it needs a land use permit or water 
licence for a development

Láni	nek’e	æeghálak’eyúda	gha	
æedîhtl’é	kud£kœ
(North	Slavey)

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water 
Board
The ones who sit on a board and give 
written permission for developments 
i  This board does preliminary screening 

and issues the licences and permits for 
developments 

1.		Tú	hé	nê	dene	gha	gok’é	keríhk’wi	
(Déline)

2.		Neh	hé	tu	k’e	æeghalats’eyuda	gha	
æedîhtl’é	deneghákœlœ	gha	kedéhw’i	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Preliminary Screening
A quick, first look at a proposed  
development to decide if it should be 
studied more 
i  Usually done by the land and water 

boards to decide if the development  
application should be sent to  
environmental assessment before  
issuing a licence or permit

1.	Tákwe	yeghákeda	(Déline)
2.		Æala	kígháyuda	gogha	æakeyñla		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Permit
Written permission to use land or water 
for a development

Æeghálats’eyúda	gha	æedîhtl’é	
denegháhêshu
(North	Slavey)

Land Use Permit
Written permission to use the land for a 
development
i  The permit outlines what specific  

activities can and cannot take place

1.		Nehk’e	yeri	dúle	ghálakeyeda	gha	
xœdœ	dátl’e	hesî	kugháhœshu	

2.	Nehk’e	æeghálats’eyúda	gha	æedîhtl’é
	

Water Licence
Written permission to use water for a 
development 
i  A license permitting the use of waters or 

the deposit of waste, or both

1.		Tuhé	æeghálats’eyúda	gha	æedîhtl’é	
kugháhœshu	

2.		Tuhé	æeghálakeyúda	gha	æedîhtl’é		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Potentially-affected Community
A community that needs to be studied to 
see if a new development might change it

1.		Kóta	eghálaida	kekeníwhe	asñî	
begháré	gúlú	agodagha	sõônî		
(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	gõsha	goghálats’eyeda	
kexõht’é	lãni	kõta	æedahxô	æedç	
rígonéwi	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Directly-affected Community
A community that a new development 
will most likely change for the good or 
bad

1.		Goghálaîda	kekeníwhe	nídé	dúlú	
begháré	gúlú	agode	gha	(Déline)

2.		Æegháleyídá	gõsha	goghá	niwále	
kõta	góæô	kexõht’e	kúhé	æedç	
rígon£wi		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Adverse Impacts
Effects from a new development that 
make life worse
i  Also known as negative impacts; for  

example, people having to leave their  
families for work

1.		Eghálaîda	bek’óne	kékenéwhi	nídé	
åáhtare	bet’á	dene	gha	goreyí			
(Déline)

2.		Æeghálayída	godéwé		kexõht’é	yeri	
kehé	dúle	hîæõné	góæõ	æagót’î		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Beneficial Impacts
Effects from a new development that 
makes life better
i  Also known as positive impacts. An 

example is more income for families

1.		Aláîda	híníwe	hide	bet’á	nezõ		
goderewís	(Déline)

2.		Æeghálayídá	godéwé	kexõht’é	yeri	
kehé	gonezõ	góæõ	æagót’î		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Local Government
Leaders of an official city, town, hamlet or 
charter community

Kõta	gogha	æefed£w’i
(North	Slavey)

Referral
A decision to take a closer look for  
possible bad changes to the land, water, 
air or living things

Sure	kíghálayúda	gogha	láhtakidéæa
(North	Slavey)
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Might
Something has a reasonable chance of 
happening

1.	Edáhghô	(Déline)
2.	Æedahxô	rágudi	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Impact on the Environment
Changes to the land, water, air or living 
things from a development 

Nehk’e	æedç	k’ñnagow’e
(North	Slavey)

Public Concern 
People’s concerns about possible bad 
changes the proposed development will 
make to the land, water, air or living 
things 

1.	Asíî	ghô	nádekewe	(Déline)
2.		Deneke	goghô	ráæediæekewe		
(Fort	Good	Hope)	
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Environmental Assessment
Looking at a proposed development to 
make sure there are no bad changes to 
the land, water, air or living things

1.		Surí	nezô	yesánáyakeht’e	tåáaxô	
yek’e	eghálageda	(Déline)

2.		Kuríæenétl’e	ke	dene	wina	t’áhsî	hé	
hñæóné	rígodéwowíle	ch’á	xœdœ	kehsî	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Mackenzie Valley Environmental 
Impact Review Board
The ones who sit on a board and look 
closely at proposed developments to 
make sure there are no bad changes to 
the land, water, air or living things.
i  This board does environmental  

assessments and makes a recommendation 
to the Minister for developments

1.		Nê	hé	tú	goghá	eghálageda	
gok’eríkw’ike	(Déline)

2.		Dene	wina	dágóht’e	kek’éyedihœdi	
gha	gok’edéhw’i	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Rules of Procedure
Rules to follow when the board does its 
business

Dá	æeghálats’eyúda	gha	æedîhtl’é	hehsî
(North	Slavey)
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Development Description 
Written details of what the development 
will be like and the changes it might have 
on the land, water, air or living things

1.		Eghálats’úda	gha	erihtå’é	ts’ehts’e	
(Déline)

2.		æeghálats’eyúda	gha	lahot’e	æedîhtl’é	
ts’œhsî	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Public Registry
The place where they file the documents 
for the assessment 
i  This registry is available to the public to 

see

1.		Ayí	eghálats’eda	erîhtå’é	wela		
(Déline)

2.		Yeri	gálats’eyída	goæedîhtl’é	dene	
gha	wela	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Scoping
They are deciding what parts of the 
development they should look at most 
carefully

T’áhsî	ghálats’eyúda	
(North	Slavey)
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Terms of Reference
Instructions to the company on what 
to write about when describing their 
proposed development and its possible 
changes to the land, water, air or living 
things 

Æedîhtl’é	bedágháré	æeghálats’eyeda
(North	Slavey)

Work Plan 
The schedule for the way they will look at 
the proposed development

Dádéhwã	æeghálats’eyúda	gha	
deneghágót’ô
(North	Slavey)

Party
People or organizations who sign up  
to be a part of studying the proposed  
development

Yeri	dáwodlœ	goghô	ráæediæewei	ke
(North	Slavey)
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Information Request 
Written questions 

Wayi	t’áhsî	ghô	kots’edúhsha	gha	xœdœ	
huts’ed£kœ
(North	Slavey)

Expert Advisor 
A trained and knowledgeable person who 
gives advice 

T’áhsî	gá	gáhurétô	dene	ghame	xœdœ	
hehsî
(North	Slavey)

Public Hearing 
Meeting held with everyone to talk about 
the proposed development

Dene	dáyeniwê	goghô	gots’udœ	gogha	
léts’edœ
(North	Slavey)
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Commitment
A public promise to do something 
i  For example: During an environmental  

assessment, a developer promises to hire 
an environmental monitor when doing its 
work, that is called a commitment

1.		Dáts’edilé	bek’é	eghálats’eda	gha	
góæô	(Déline)

2.		Dene	xœd£	hek’éts’£di		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Likely
Something that has a better chance of 
happening than not happening 
i  More than 50% of the time it will  

happen

1.	Edaxô	sõônî	(Déline)
2.		Æeká	æagodœ	gha	rágudi		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Significance
A large amount of bad change that needs 
to be minimized because it will probably 
happen to an important part of the  
environment 
i  The Review Board must consider the 

significance of likely adverse impacts  
of a development in its Report of  
Environmental Assessment

1.		Asñî	hile		ts’eæóné	gúlú	dzá		agóht’i	
t’á	yeghálageda	gha	góæô	(Déline)

2.		K’éts’ene	dzá	k’ñnaguw’e	goch’á	
k’ñnagots’eæa	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Suggestion
An idea by the Review Board to fix bad 
changes the development will make. 
These ideas do not legally need to be 
followed.
i  These are written in the Review Board’s 

Report of Environmental Assessment
	

1.	Beghô	náduts’ewe	(Déline)
2.		Æedahxô	t’ahsã	æagudœ	ch’á	
æeghálats’eyeda	gha	æagókœdi	(Fort	
Good	Hope)

Measures
Written rules that will stop or lessen the 
developments bad changes to the land, 
water, air or living things. These rules are 
legal and must be followed.
i  The Review Board writes measures in 

its reports that developers, governments 
and other groups have to follow if the 
development goes ahead

1.		Asáa	gode	ch’á	bek’é	k’énagots’eæa	
gha	góæô	(Déline)

2.		T’ahsã	æagudœ	ch’á	æeghálats’eyúda	
gha	æeæá	hœsî	(Fort	Good	Hope)

3.	Hîæóné	rígodéwowíle	gha	xœdœ	hehsî

Environmental Impact Review
A special panel of people looking at a 
proposed development in more detail to 
make sure there are no bad changes to 
the land, water, air or living things

1.		Nê	hé	eghálats’eda	hé	asáa	gode	
ch’á	yeghánakédá	gha	góæô	(Déline)	

2.		Kuríæenétå’e	ke	dene	wina	dá	
t’áhsî	hé	hñæõné	rígodéwówi	gogha	
goghárakeyeda	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Cooperation Agreements
Written agreement to work together
i  For example: Set up for the Joint Impact 

Review of the Mackenzie Gas Project

æefehé	æeghálats’eyuda	gha	æelehé	xœdœ	
ts’ehsi(kehsî)
(North	Slavey)

Preliminary Information Package
A written document that gives the plan 
for how the JRP will look at the pipeline 

Gokedúæai	were	dá	æeghálakeyúda	gha	
æedîhtl’é	kehsî
(North	Slavey)

NWT Water Board
The ones who sit on a board and give 
written permissions for using water  
for developments in the Inuvialuit  
Settlement Region 

Júhdá	hînénék’e	tu	gha	gok’e	déhw’i/
æerákœ	nénék’e	tu	gha	gok’e	déhw’i	
(North	Slavey)
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Environmental Impact Study
The company looks to see how its  
development will change the land, water, 
air or living things and what can be done 
to stop bad changes 

	

Participant
Ones who share their views or concerns 
during an impact assessment process

Gots’edœ	gha	denezœ	æat’î
(North	Slavey)

Intervener 
People or organizations who sign up 
to be a part of examining the proposed 
development during a Panel Review

Fene	ghame	daæudehke
(North	Slavey)
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Panel Hearing
Public meeting with ones who sit on  
a panel

T’áhsî	gha	beríæenétl’ei	ke	dáts’eniwê	
gokúwóhæô	gha	denets’ékedéhw’i
(North	Slavey)

Responsible Authority
The part of government that must protect 
that part of the land, water, air, or living 
things from bad changes
i  A responsible minister could be the 

Minister of Environment if that department 
has to issue a license or permit for the 
proposed development

Bedágháré	æagot’i	/	bedágháré	
k’ñnagowe	ke
(North	Slavey)

Responsible Minister 
The government leader responsible for 
making the decision

K’áhwe	gha	beríæenétl’e
(North	Slavey)
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National Energy Board
The ones who sit on a board and make 
decisions about oil and gas developments 

Åe	gá	æeghálats’eyeda	gha	gok’e	dehwi	
ke
(North	Slavey)

Regulatory Review
Looking at the development so they can 
write up the written permissions

Æeghálats’eyúda	gha	æedîhtl’é	
deneghákœlœ	ghárákeyeda
(North	Slavey)

Regulators or Regulatory  
Authorities
The ones who give written permission for 
developments on the land or water
i  Usually government or land and water 

boards 

Nehk’e	æeghálats’eyúda	gha	æedîhtlé	
deneghá	kœlœ
(North	Slavey)
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Enforcement
Making people obey a law or rule

1.	Æeæe	k’éta	k’ñnaots’eæa	(Tulita)
2.		Eæa	weæô	síí	bek’éta	k’énats’eæa	gha	
góæo	(Déline)

3.		Æeæá	k’éhtá	æats’út’e	gha	gok’e	
k’inakerehta	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Inspector
Person who makes sure the  
development is following the rules

Yeri	ghálats’eyeda	k’e	k’ñnarehta
(North	Slavey)

Monitoring
Keeping track of changes that are  
happening to the land, water, air or  
living things

1.	Asñî	ghánakéda	(Déline)	
2.		(Æareyõné	kéré)	Nehk’e	dá	
k’ñnagow’e	k’e	k’ñnats’erehta		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Monitoring Agency
The group whose job it is to watch for 
and report bad changes

1.		T’áhsã	æagudœ	ch’á	gok’e	k’ñnarehta	
ke	(Fort	Good	Hope)

2.	Asñî	k’ek’énakénehta	(Déline)

Progressive Reclamation
They fix the land, water, air and living 
things while they work
i  It is a type of reclamation that is done 

during the construction and operation 
phases of a mine prior to final closure.

Sõbaf£k’é	æeghálakeyeda	hagú	
lãhk’uwe	neh	sóæaæî	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Reclamation
Fixing the land after a development is 
done there 

Neh	dáyñt’e	gok’éhtá	sóæaragok£hæî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Site Reclamation
Restoring the area back to nature

Gowere	neh	dáyít’e	gok’ç	æaragots’ulœ
(North	Slavey)
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Socio-economic Environment 
What life is like for the community or 
person
i  Includes economic activity, social  

relations, well-being and culture

1.		Dání	areyõné	asñî	t’á	gots’erédí		
(Déline)

2.		Kõta	æareyõné	kéhé	dák’ñnagúw’e	
dagháré	dene	hé	dá	góæô	(Fort	Good	
Hope)

Boom and Bust Cycles 
A cycle where a strong economy or 
big development project creates lots of 
money and jobs for a short period of 
time, followed by a period of little money 
and few jobs

1.		Åáhtare	sõba	t’á	dene	gha	eghálaîda	
t’á	hóríla	(Déline)

2.		Æîhlá	gots’ç	sõba	hé	æeghálayída	hîåô	
yñtå’â	lã	dódí	æagót’î		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Multiplier Effect
How money or jobs boost the economy 
and create more money and jobs
i  This can be jobs or income; an example 

of the multiplier effect is when a mine cre-
ates 10 high paying jobs, which then causes 
an additional 15 other jobs outside of the 
mine to be created by other businesses

1.		Eghálaîda	dánéht’e	gháré	sõba	
k’énatå’e	(Déline)

2.		Æeghálayída	dáréht’e	dagháré	sõba	
k’ñnatå’e	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Labour Market
The number of people available and  
willing to work compared to the number 
and type of jobs available

1.		Eghálaîda	dánéht’e	gháré	dene	
hédekenítå’e	(Déline)

2.		Dene	dáréht’e	dúle	æeghályeda	hé	
æeghálayída	dáreht’e	kugha	gõhlî	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Employment Rate 
The percentage of people who have jobs
i  For example: Of 100 working age  

people, if 50 are working, and the rest are 
not working, the employment rate is 50%

1.		Dene	dáneht’e	eghálaîda	gháré		
(Déline)

2.		Dene	dáréht’e	æeghálayída	k’e	
yád£hw’i	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Participation Rate
The percentage of people who work or 
are looking for work
i  For example: Of 100 working age  

people, if 50 are  working and 25 are look-
ing for work, the participation rate is 75%

1.		Dene	tanî	ts’óæóné	eghálageda	hé	
tani	ts’ó	eghálaîda		kakenîwe		
(Déline)

2.		Dene	dáréht’e	æeghálayeda	hé	dene	
dáréht’e	æeghálayída	hîka	yeniwê	
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Unemployment Rate 
The percentage of people who want to 
work in the wage economy and are will-
ing and able to work but don’t have jobs
i  For example: Of 75 people participating 

in the economy, if 19 can’t find work, the  
unemployment rate is 25% (If you don’t 
have a job, and you aren’t looking for one, 
you aren’t considered “unemployed”)

1.		Dene	eghálaîdale	kúlú	eghálaîda	
kanîwe	(Déline)

2.		Dene	dáréht’e	æeghálayída	hîka	
yenîwê,	kólí	kugha	æeghályída	húle	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Employee Retention
The ability to keep workers employed 
with your company

1.		Dene	gha	eghálagedake	sñî	nezõ	
gok’éts’edi	(Déline)

2.		Gonezõ	æeghálayída	hek’éts’údi	gha	
k’ñnagots’eæa	(Fort	Good	Hope)

GINI Coefficient 
A number showing whether people in 
a community have similar or different 
incomes 
i  A zero means that everyone makes the 

same amount of money; a 1 would mean 
that one person made all the money

1.		Dene	åée	ts’óæóné	sõba	åô	hetsi	gháré	
kôta	dáît’e		bek’éts’ereshô	(Déline)

2.		Æudítai	gháré	láni	kõta	sú	lédéhshó	
dene	ts’é	ráæœy£di	keyagowê	(Fort	
Good	Hope)
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Vocation 
Job/career you are trained for

	

Mobility 
Ability to move from place to place
i  Workers are mobile if they have high 

skills; they have many work options

In-migration 
New people moving to the community

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007



Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

s

Human Environment

North Slavey Translations 69

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inflation Rate 
A number showing whether things are 
getting more expensive because there is 
too much money chasing too few goods 
and services

1.	Asñî	kéæõné	détî	at’î	(Déline)
2.		Sú	t’áhsî	gots’éhæõné	æagodœd£htî	
hîka	gok’e	k’ñnakerehta		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Consumer Price Index 
A number that shows how the price of 
common things that people buy has 
changed
i  They calculate this number by looking 

at the cost of a “bundle of goods” families 
buy over a certain period of time

1.		Åée	xae	dene	asñî	náîdí	gháré	yek’é	
kereshô		(Déline)

2.		Sóæadéhwá	gots’ç	gowá	yeri	
het’óts’edéhæa	dá	æeleyedá	æadœd£htñ	
æat’î	gok’e	k’ñnakerehta			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
The cost of all the products made and 
services offered in a region

1.		Dene	nêné	ts’ê	sõba	kehts’e	kúlú	asñ	
dene	ts’é	at’île	(Déline)

2.		Sõba	hé	dá	k’ñnagúw’e	gok’e	
k’ñnakerehta	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Genuine Progress Indicators (GPI)
Numbers that measure money, environ-
ment, culture and health to show how 
good life is for a group of people 
i  These indicators look at how damaging the 

environment costs the government money to 
fix and compares that to the profits that the 
development will create. The difference shows 
whether “progress” or positives actually  
happen because of the development

1.		Dene	nêné	hé	dene	eæá	hé	dene	
gots’edi	asñ	sõba	yetáakereta	láaît’e	
(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	gõsha	ghálakeyñda	ts’ê	sõba	
dádéhsha	kœhsî	hé	yeri	sñyîwe	
sóæarawodlœ	ts’ç	sõba	dádéhsha	
k’oyîwe	æehlegháré	kighárayeda		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Subsistence Economy 
Traditional economy

	

Harvesting 
Hunting, trapping, fishing, gathering 
berries and other plants as an aboriginal 
right

1.		Tîch’ádi	hé	nê	k’e	wela	sîî	bet’á	
gots’edí	(Déline)

2.		Bœkñné	gots’udi	gha	neh	k’e	
bîkaæagot’î	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Life Skills Training 
Teaching someone skills that help them 
do well in day-to-day life

	

Cultural Retention
Ability to keep culture strong

Cultural Maintenance and 
Transmission 
Making sure the traditional values and 
way of life of a cultural group stay strong 
i  This can happen by passing on  

traditions and knowledge between  
generations

1.		Dene	náowéré	náts’etõ	ts’îwi	gha	
góæô	(Déline)

2.		Dene	æaríwñné	ráwose	gha	
k’ñnagots’eæa	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Quality of Life 
How good someone feels their life is

1.		Dene	dáît’e	gháré	nezõ	dekeredi	
(Déline)

2.		Dáhdéhshõ	æœdœní	dene	ts’îlî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Population Health Model 
Looking at all the things that make us 
healthy	or	sick		
i  People who have a higher level of  

education and higher incomes usually are 
healthier. In this model, it is believed that 
health is not just about air, water and food 
quality and physical safety

1.		Dene	bekwéta	gonezõ	nídé		dene	
beghá	laîdá	nátse	(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	æareyõné	hé	dene	hé	dá	góæô	
dagháré	dá	ts’œy£di		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Community Wellness 
How healthy a community is
i  To be healthy isn’t just medical health. It 

includes a person’s link to nature, sense of 
community, strong cultural identity, level 
of addictions, etc.

1.	Dání	kõta	nezõ	góæô	(Déline)
2.		Kõta	gonezõ	fœts’ehla		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Autonomy 
Ability to make our own choices

	

Dependency 
Rely on others to survive

Social Cohesion 
How close people feel to each other and 
how well they live with one another

1.		Eåéhé	náts’edí	dání	dene	æeåets’e	
nageæa	(Déline)

2.		Jílá	æelehé	dene	ts’îlî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Social Capital 
The relationships between people, their 
skills, and the cultural values among a 
group of people that make them strong

1.		Æeåets’é	náts’edi	gháré	náts’etse	(Dé-
line)

2.		Yeri	bet’óts’edéhæa	gháré	jílá	æelehé	
dene	ts’îlî		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Social Infrastructure 
Services offered in the community to 
make it strong or promote community 
wellness
i  This includes, community agencies, 

services, and facilities and other social 
support measures necessary for adequate 
functioning of that community

1.		Dene	kõta	eghálageda	eåets’e	nágedi	
bet’á	nats’etse	(Déline)

2.		Kõta	t’áhsî	æareyõné	hé	gonezõ	
gówóæa	gha	æeghálats’eyeda		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Capital 
Things of value which can be used to 
make life better 
i  Some examples include money,  

property, relationships, education etc

1.		Asñ	bet’a	hálats’ereda	nezô	
bet’éts’edi	(Déline)

2.		Yeri	bet’óts’edéhæa	gháré	dene	hé	
gonezõ	gõæô	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Heritage Resources 
Important things or places that show the 
history and culture of people

Ts’î	duwe	gózá	goæedîhtl’é	hek’égodi
(North	Slavey)

Demographics 
The characteristics that describe a group 
of people
i  For example: age, sex, education levels, 

income are all used to show how people 
compare to each other - economically, 
socially and culturally

1.	Dene	keríhta	(Déline)
2.		T’áhsi	kádeæá	hodúya	gha	dene		
hudéta	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Functional Literacy 
Being able to read and write well enough 
to do everyday activities

1.		Dene	gha	góæô	nídé	dzene	néht’é	
ets’eretå’é	hé	erîhtå’e	kegots’ede	
(Déline)

2.		Dzîne	got’óréht’é	yéhé	xáladúda	
k’édéhsha	gha	æedîhtå’é	gáhurétô	
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Sexually-transmitted Infections 
(STIs)
Any illness or disease spread from person 
to person through sex

	

Incarceration 
In prison; in jail

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder
When the development of an unborn 
baby is affected because the mother 
drank alcohol while pregnant
i  Effects can vary from mild to severe,  

and can result in learning and behaviour 
problems
	

1.		Bebí	chô	weda,	æegedo	nídé	yet’a	
hîdo	ts’íwi	(Déline)

2.		Ts’õdane	k’ç	æets’edô	nídé	bœbí	
goxõht’é	sñhœwi	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Core Need 
Not being able to afford good enough 
housing

1.		Idú	goghá	hare	kõ	dene	ts’e	gha	
dúlú	náît’I	gorít’í	t’á	(Déline)

2.		Dene	hétadat’î	kexõht’é	kõç	dene	
hédéhsha	dene	ghán£wíle			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Poverty Line 
The amount of money someone needs to 
earn in a year to not be considered poor 
by the government 
i  In Canada as a whole in 2004, a  

rural family of 4 with income of less than 
$26,015 didn’t have to pay income taxes, 
as they were considered to be below the 
poverty line

1.		Lée	xae	sôba	dánéht’e	ts’esi	gháré	
dene	sõba	eåetáhkerehta	(Déline)

2.		Sõba	sóæaréht’e	k’éts’ets’ene	ts’œhsî	
nídé	dene	hétadat’î	k’ç	dene	hudéta	
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Geology
Looking at the way rocks are made

Fœ	k’e	k’ínats’erehta		
(North	Slavey)

Geologist
A person who studies the way rocks are 
made

Fœ	hé	æeghálayeda	ghô	gáhurétô	
(North	Slavey)

Geochemistry
Studying what the rocks are made of

1.		Kwe	beyí	gháedekenetê	Ayí	bets’ñlî	
ka	(Tulita)

2.	Kwe	dáît’e	gha	geæídzá	(Déline)
3.		Fœ	kádeæá	(god£)	yeri	beta	gõhlî	
k’ek’ñnakerehta	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Geophysics
Studying how rocks act
i  For example: Whether the rocks are 

magnetic, radioactive or how well they 
transfer electricity, etc.

1.	Kwe	káreæa	héídzá	(Tulita)	
2.		Kwe	areyôné	eåehchá	kwe	káreæa	
ts’élî	(Déline)

3.		Fœ	godœ	gá	æeghálats’eyeda	(Fort	
Good	Hope)

 

Geophysical survey
Studying the land to see what is  
underground based on how the rocks act

1.	Kwe	narihdi	k’ets’eneta	(Tulita)
2.		Kwe	ch’á	edíkõné	bets’ó	gõåê		
(Déline)

3.		Fœ	god£	héæekúhdza	gháré	yeri	gõhlî	
kokenihshô	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Samples
Studying chips of rocks from drilling to 
check for oil and gas  or rich rocks

Neh	kego	ts’e	fœwá	åe	hîka	kik’édi	
(North	Slavey)
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Core
A piece of rock that comes from drilling 
and is tested

Fœ	kihshu	
(North	Slavey)

Core Analysis
They study to find out what the rock is 
made of 

Bodúyai	gha	fœ	kíhshu		
(North	Slavey)

Permafrost
Ground that is always frozen 
i  A permanently frozen layer below the 

surface in cold regions of a planet

Tew’éné			
(Fort	Good	Hope)	
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Active Layer
The ground on top of permafrost

1.	Nê	ka	nagoye	(Déline)
2.		Neká	hetê	ragoghî		(Fort	Good	
Hope)

Surficial Material 
Things left behind on the land

1.		Kwe	ka	tárîhzá/Ts’enakare	nê	k’e	
ayí	yáwela	(Tulita)

2.		Ts’eneka	gok’e	eghálageda,	kwe	
gotsê	gokwelé	bérat’î	(Déline)

3.		Ts’enehka	neh	dágé	yeri	yáwela	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Fossil 
Animals or plants from the past trapped 
in old rocks

Fœsó
(North	Slavey)
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Erosion 
Wearing away the land with water, ice or 
wind

1.	Nê	edeghálaeda	t’á	náîzá	(Tulita)
2.		Nenáîda	gháré	ne	gúlú		atí	ôde	(Dé-
line)

3.		Tu,	w’éné,	gots’ê	nihts’I	hé	neh	
héza	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Subsurface 
Under the surface of the land

1.	Nê	yíé	(Tulita)
2.	Neåt’a	(Déline)
3.	Nehtå’á/néyige	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Stratification 
Forming layers
i  For example: the sequence of rocks on 

top of each other

1.	Kwe	karé	åek’e	dawela	(Tulita)
2.	Kwe	åekadé	dawela	(Déline)
3.		Fœ	æelehk’éré	yádéla	(Fort	Good	
Hope)
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Bedrock 
The layer of  solid rock underneath the 
ground

1.	Nê	yíi	kwe	niiæa	(Tulita)
2.	Kwe	ténîæa	(Déline)
3.	Fœ	n£yœ	niæa		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Canadian Shield 
The large area of rock that spreads out 
from Hudson Bay
i  It is the plateau area of Canada that ex-

tends south and east from Hudson Bay. It 
contains some of the oldest rocks on Earth, 
and is rich in minerals  

1.		Canada	k’ézhî	kwe	nçnç	déniæa		
(Tulita)

2.		Dúhdá	elégu	néné	gots’ê	Hudson		
Bay	gots’ç	kwe	shô	hé	kwe	det’î	
xágõlî	(Déline)

3.		Canada	góyœ	Fœnéné		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Mineral 
Rocks are made of these
i  A substance, which may or may not be 

of economic value, and it occurs naturally 
in the earth.

Sasõnéf£	káyádeæá		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Indicator Minerals 
Rocks that give hints that rich rocks 
might be found there

1.		Kwe	déhti	gõhlî	begháré	beyagowê	
(Tulita)

2.		Nek’e	kwe	gotåî	gháré	kwe	détí	gõåi	
yek’égereshõ		(Déline)

3.		Fœ	æelehé	begõhlî	dagháré	fœ	d£tî	
heyagowê	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Kimberlite 
The type of rock where diamonds are 
found inside

Fœ	beta	fœhñkone	gõhlî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Hardrock 
Rocks that are very hard
i  Minerals or rock (such as quartz,  

copper, zinc, uranium) which can be 
mined only by blasting and drilling

Fœ	d£yi		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Diamond 
Valuable, very hard, clear rock

1.	Kwe	dek’ale	détí	(Déline)
2.		Fœ	hñkone/degai	d£tî			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Gold 
Valuable yellow metal

Sõbaf£	defo	d£tî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Arsenic 
A poisonous metal in some rocks

1.		Nárídíåîne	xáré	kwe	tah	gõhåî		
(Déline)

2.		Ráídiåine	xáré	fœta	begõhlî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Silver 
Valuable white metal

Sasõné	deba	/	dek’ale		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Copper 
A reddish metal that is softer than most 
metals
i  A common metal that can be molded 

and is good for high heat temperatures and 
electricity

1.	Satsõné	dehkwoe	(Déline)
2.	Sosóné	defo		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Nickel 
A shiny silver metal used to make steel 
stronger
i  A silver-white metal that can be molded 

and is strong.

Sasõné	béhé	t’áhsî	ts’œhsî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Cobalt 
Shiny white-silver metal they find in 
rocks with nickel
i  A shiny silver-white metal that occurs 

with iron and nickel and is used to make 
steel stronger

1.		Satsõné	deyí	hénaréhtse	yet’á	asñî	
yágíhtsñ	(Déline)

2.		Sosõné	d£yi	hé	ráse	hé	t’áhsî	yákíhsî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Lead 
Soft, grey metal often used to make  
bullets

Sasõné	béhé	fewa	ts’œhsî	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Iron
Metal that rusts
i  A metal found in rocks and looks dark 

brown from rust.

Sasõné		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Quartz 
The white veins in the hard rock

Fœ	dek’ale	bek’e	rahsayídî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Quarry 
A place where they mine rocks above 
ground

Fewá	káyœk’é		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Shale 
Flat rocks that break apart 
i  A rock formed by the joining of clay, 

mud, or silt, having a smooth structure 
and made of minerals

Fœt’ale
(North	Slavey)
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Sulphurous Rock 
Rocks containing sulfur

Fœséné	f£		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Sulphide Minerals 
Sulphur in the rocks

Fœsçné	ts’ê	sõbaf£		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Red Mud 
Mud that is red
i  It is red because of the iron in the rocks. 

It is made from heating and processing 
rocks that has gold, arsenic etc.

Sõbaf£	ghálakeyñda	gots’ê	æehtl’é	
dek’o	gháæegoyéwe		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Potash 
A mineral used in fertilizer
i  Any of the potassium salts, such as 

potassium chloride

Fœ	tákœd£yi	gháré	kíhé	t’áhsî	yárúyœ	
gha	æehtl’é	ta	æakiyœhæî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Quicksand 
Wet sand that you sink in when you step 
on it
i  Sand that has a lot of water mixed in it 

and cannot support the weight of anything 
that steps in it

Æehtl’ét’óré
(North	Slavey)

Sandstone/Mudstone
A rock made from sand that has  
hardened

Wasœf£
(North	Slavey)



Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

s

Biophysical Environment

North Slavey Translations 92

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007

Hydrology 
Studying the way water moves
i  The science of water, its properties, and 

movement over and under the land

1.	Nê	k’e	tu	dáni	k’ekeneta	(Tulita)
2.	Tu	dáît’e	keídzá	goghálîda	(Déline)	
3.		Æareyõné	tu	gá	kodúya	gogha	gok’e	
k’ñnats’erehta	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Water Balance 
Measuring the amount of water going in 
and out of a place

1.		Tu	dánét’é	k’ñnalî	hé	dánét’é	
k’ehowi	(Tulita)

2.		Tú	ketá	atî	kúlú	netsê	hé	îkwé	nelî	
atî	bet’á	tu	két’áa	atî	(Déline)

3.		Tu	æeht’ã	radéhtå’e	(Fort	Good	
Hope)

Watershed 
Water in the area that drains into rivers 
and streams
i  The area of land drained by a river/

stream and its tributaries. Also a body of 
water and the land that drains into it.

Neh	dádéhsha	ts’ê	tu	shîy£lî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Surface Water 
Water on top of the ground

1.	Nê	ka	tu	dayáwela	(Tulita)
2.	Tu	dáwela		(Déline)
3.	Tu	dayáwela	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Ground Water 
Water underground

N£yœ	gots’ê	tu	káy£wî
(North	Slavey)

Porewater 
Water inside rocks
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Water Table
Where the top of the water is  
underground  

Nehká	tuwœtl’i		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Spring 
Water that flows up through the ground

Tu	káyîlî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Drainage Patterns 
The way water flows to the big river
i  The pattern of water flows that drains 

into a watershed

1.		Dánî	nê	k’e	tu	wetô	ts’ñ	nilî/Tu	wetô	
ts’ê	k’éarelî	(Tulita)

2.	Ôdéyé	tu	detlé	gots’é	nîlî	(Déline)
3.		Tu	hñsha	ts’ç	dá	tu	kéyád£lî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Runoff 
Water that flows on the ground to a lake 
or stream

Tuyáwœlî			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Tributary Streams 
A small river that flows into a bigger one

1.	Tu	eåets’ñ	níílî	(Tulita)
2.	Åiidlî	(Déline)
3.		Nilñné	deho	ts’ç	kéyád£lî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Ephemeral Streams 
A creek that only has water flowing once 
in awhile
i  For example: The water flows in the 

spring or after a rain storm

1.	Dehya	k’éárelî	dezhá	(Tulita)
2.	Dehtsele	(Déline)
3.		Tu	hé	nilñné	beghátadefa			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Discharge 
Measuring the water flowing through a 
river or stream

1.		Tu	Dánet’é,	dánaretåa	k’elî/Kéarehlî	
hékúudzá	(Tulita)

2.		Tu	nñlî	nídé	shadza	t’á	yekídza	
gháré	dáneht’e	detåé	yek’ékereshô		
(Déline)

3.		Dá	tu	kéyád£lî	héæekúhdza	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Dredging 
Digging up the mud from rivers or lakes 
to make the water deeper
i  To clean, deepen, or widen waterways, 

underground water and underground 
mines with a machine designed to scoop or 
suck

1.		Tu	tå’a	nê	k’e	rehwé	k’éæône	tu	åô	hé	
gonokáh	gogha	(Tulita)

2.		Ne	k’e	hé	ne	yíí		gots’ê	tú	nîlî	
kágokehge	gha		(Déline)

3.		Sasõné	hé	tutå’a	godíokedílœ	(Fort	
Good	Hope)

Sediment 
Mud loose in the water

Tuta	æehtl’é	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Fish-bearing Lakes 
Lakes with fish in them

1.	Lue	tué	(Tulita)	
2.	Åue	tué	(Déline)
3.	Lugetúé		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Oligotrophic
A clear lake that does not have algae 
growing in it

1.		Tu	bet’a	ahsñ	yánízhele	hé	be	lué	
nezô	(Tulita)

2.	Tu	tsíwe	t’á	asñî	neshéle	(Déline)
3.		Tu	dayáwela	túyœ	du	t’áhsî	yáríy£le	
kólí	luge	yœkñné	h£ji	gha	gonezô	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Eutrophication 
A lake that has too many plants in the 
water
i  Too many plants take the oxygen away 

from fish to grow properly

Dla		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Benthic Invertebrates 
Water bugs that live on the bottom of 
lakes

1.		Yué	tu	yíi	nê	t’a	lue	tetsá/gowíre	
gõhåî/nádé	(Tulita)

2.		Tehts’á,	åue	kaní	ch’á	káraæa	nets’éle	
tuts’çlî	yágódi	(Déline)

3.		Tugohwéré	tutå’a	rádœ		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Habitat 
The type of land, water or air that an 
animal lives in  
i  For example: Woodland caribou have 

boreal forests as their habitat

1.	Dáyé	tîch’áadí	nçnç	(Tulita)
2.	Ñde	tîch’ádé	godí	(Déline)
3.		Neh	dágõhlî	dagháré	gódi	bœkœ	gõhlî	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Home Range 
The area that an animal normally lives in 
and uses to find food 

1.		Dáyé	tîch’áadí	béré	gha	gonezô	
(Tulita)

2.		Tîch’ádí	gobéré	lane	gogha	gõlî		
bebére	gõlî	gháre	nakereæáh	(Déline)

3.		Gódi	jud£hy£	bebéré	gõhlî	dagháré	
gúhy£	æat’î	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Migration 
When groups of living things move from 
one place to another 
i  The regular seasonal movements of 

birds and animals to and from different 
areas

1.		Hae	taonét’e	tîch’ádi	nínaæá/narehæá	
/Det’ône	níanede/naedenedé	(Tulita)

2.	Tîch’ádí	nareæá	(Déline)
3.		Gódi	hé	det’ône	radéhæa/raréde		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Staging Area 
A place where many birds land together 
to rest during migration
i  Note: this word is also used in  

connection with industrial developments 
as in “staging sites” for equipment.

1.		Det’ône	åénanéde	k’é	/	Ahsñ	t’áh	
eghálats’ena	åénats’ele	k’é	(Tulita)

2.		Îdúyé	tîch’ádé	k’énaæá	gots’ê	shéye	
hé	k’éráæa	góæô		(Déline)

3.	Det’one	æarát’œ	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Predator 
An animal that hunts other animals to 
live
i  For example: Wolves or eagles

1.	Nárezé	t’áh	yeda	(Tulita)
2.		Tîch’ádí	åáåekehdí	gháré	gokedí		
(Déline)

3.	Góhwere	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Prey 
An animal that is hunted by other  
animals 
i  For example: Rabbits or caribou

1.	Beka	náts’ezé	(Tulita)
2.		Tîch’ádí		ghô	shégeye	t’á	gobéré	
hîle	(Déline)

3.		Gódi	góhwere	béré	hîlî	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Carnivores 
Animals that only eat meat
i  Such as wolves and bears

1.	Tîch’ádi	bé	hedé	(Tulita)
2.		Díga	hé	sah	bé	tîch’ádí		åáhde	gháré	
yeghô	shéye	(Déline)

3.	Góhwere	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Raptors 
Birds that only eat meat
i  Birds (such as falcons, hawks, eagles, or 

owls) that have feet with sharp talons or 
claws adapted to prey and a hooked beak 
for tearing flesh

1.	Det’õne	cho	(Tulita)
2.		Tatsîa,	det’onecho	gots’õ	béhtsi	kaní	
(Déline)

3.		Det’one	dedá,	dekegõné	hé	t’áhsî	
wœhxœ	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Passerines 
Birds that sing 
i  For example: Jays, blackbirds, finches, 

warblers, and sparrows

1.	Chîâ	nets’éle	k’áreæa	(Tulita)
2.	Chîa	eåechá	káreæa	(Déline)
3.	Shôæôya	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Shorebirds 
Birds that live on the shore
i  For example: Sandpipers, plovers, or 

snipes

1.	Dáhdûa/chîa	(Tulita)
2.		Daîdú	sñî	kaní	chña	tåáne	k’énaæah	
(Déline)

3.		Tubere	goshôæôyá	(fere	æeká	
æahêt’ei)	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Waterfowl 
Birds that live on or near water

1.	Det’ône/chiho	(Tulita)
2.	Det’ône	(Déline)
3.	Det’one	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Ecology 
Studying how living things survive  
together on the land, water and air

1.		Dánit’á	ahsñ	ayôné	yágúudí	
yek’enakeneta	(Tulita)

2.		Areyôné	asñ	yágodí	yek’e	
k’énákenéhta	(Déline)

3.		Yeri	yágúdi,	yeri	yáríyœ	hé	begozá	
k’e	dá	æehta	begõhlî	gá	kots’edúhsha	
gha	gálakeyeda	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Ecosystem 
A group of living things surviving  
together with the land, water and air

1.	Dá	edire	nçnç	edegoredí	(Tulita)
2.	Ayí	godí	sñî	eået’á	geréæáh	(Déline)
3.		Æareyõné	t’áhsî	yágúdi	æelœhkñné	
yágúdi		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Ecological Integrity 
Keeping living things healthy together 
with the land, water and air

1.	Nê	k’e	ká	ayônç	ahsñ	nezõ	(Tulita)
2.		Ne	k’e	así	yágódí	areyôné	alezí	
eghálaîda	(Déline)

3.		Sóæadéhwâ	gots’ç	yeri	neh	k’e	gõhlî	
æedahxáré	æœdœk’£di		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Ecological Process 
Natural events that change the land, 
water, air or living things 
i  For example: Fire, wind, floods or insect  

infestations

1.		Nê	k’e	k’ñnadígowe	sñ	nágotse		
(Tulita)

2.		Ne	k’e	asñî	areyôné	t’a	nê	godí		
(Déline)

3.		Neh	raruyœ	gha	æedeghálayeda		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Biodiversity 
Many different living things on the land, 
water or air
i  Often talked about when measuring 

how many different types of plants and  
animals live in an area

1.	Nê	k’e	t’ahsñ	edáhrétåô	godi	(Tulita)
2.		Ît’õ	hé	tñch’ádí	eåech’á	káreæa	gótåi	
ne	dáñt’e	gháré	eyi	náidé	(Déline)

3.		Æît’õ	hé	gódi	kádeæá	láni	æehta	gõhlî	
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Productivity 
The ability of the land to grow things
i  How well something uses the sun to 

grow

1.	Ashñ	sadé	t’áh	yedah	(Tulita)
2.	Sadé	kénîdi	t’á	así	yáníshé	(Déline)
3.		Dádéhshó	sad£kõné	het’óts’edéhæa	
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Vegetation Class 
A group of plants that normally grow 
together

1.	Æît’õ	lánñ	eåehéyánizhé	(Tulita)
2.		Tîch’adí	eléhé	lána	k’énaæá	debéré	
kagenñwe	(Déline)

3.		Æît’õ	hé	ts’u	kádeæá	láni	æelehé	
yáríyœ		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Carrying Capacity 
The number of living things that can 
survive there before there are too many of 
them

1.		Tîch’ádi	dánet’e	náde	gha	dúle	/	Nê	
ahsñ	ade	were	(Tulita)

2.		Hîdó	whá	gogha	nñdé	asñî	tîch’ádí	
shéye	dáhk’é	naneshe	gha	sõônî		
(Déline)

3.		Neh	sñhœwi	were	gódi	dáréht’e	dúle	
yek’e	rádœ	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Behavioral Response 
The normal way the animals will react

1.	Tîch’ádí	ahsñ	ch’á	ejirehtåa	(Tulita)
2.		Asñî	náwekw’î	gháré	tîch’ádi	yechá	
at’î	Eghálageda	chá	yeæõne	aket’í		
(Déline)

3.		(North	Slavey)	Gódi	bœwina	
dák’ñnagow’e	dagháré	k’ñnagoæa		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Reproductive Fitness 
Measuring the chances that the babies 
will grow to be adults
i  How many babies are born and survive 

to the age where they can have their own 
babies

1.	Tîch’ádi	dúle	naedenezhe	(Tulita)
2.		Así	bek’óne	naneshe	k’énét’é	zô	
bet’a	æehåek’étåá	naneshe	(Déline)

3.		Gódi	rígolœ	beya	dáréht’e	gódi	
k’ek’ñnakerehta	(dá	gódi	yágúhlœ	
k’égháré	gúdí	nídé	gódi)		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Mortality
The number of deaths in a group over a 
certain time

1.		Godi	harehwi	k’ek’ñnakeneta		
(Tulita)

2.		Åée	xá	tánéht’é	tîch’ádí	dánéht’e	
åádé	(Déline)

3.		Gódi	xadœwi	k’e	k’ñnakerehta			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Population Fluctuations 
Changes in the number living in the 
group

1.	Ahsñ	edáréhtåô	gúlú	at’î	(Tulita)
2.		Así	ts’eretá	k’énats’enete	gha	kúlú		
åáhtare	gúlú	at’î	(Déline)

3.		Gódi/dene	dáréht’e	hé	æedç	
k’ñnagow’e		(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Endangered Species 
Living things that are in danger of  
disappearing
i  A species present in such small numbers 

that it is at risk of extinction

1.		Tîch’ádi/æîtô	k’ájene	eåét’e	wile	
araade	(Tulita)

2.		Îdú	gogha	hide	tîch’ádí	eæehdáñ	wile	
darade	(Déline)

3.		Gódi	lahot’e	dubodéwóle	beghô	
æagodœdi	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Fragmentation 
From development, the forest is  
separated into smaller patches that are 
not as healthy
i  It is man-made process of reducing size 

and connectivity of habitats on the land or 
water

T’áhsi	gháré	neh	æehdanéwe			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Cumulative Effects 
All the changes to the land, water, air or 
living things over the years that happened 
in the past, present or future

1.		Hîdó	nídé	nê	ke	eghálageda	dúlú	
asñî	åô	bet’á	ts’éwi	(Déline)	

2.		T’áhsî	sóæareht’e	kexoht’e	werets’é	
æedç	æagodœ	gha	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Sustainable Threshold 
The amount that it can take before it is 
damaged forever
i  For example: the maximum amount of  

harvesting that can be done over a long 
period of time without harming the  
population

1.		Dárehwá	gots’ñ	t’ahsñ	níorçtsi		
(Tulita)

2.		Tîch’adí	åáts’îdé	sí	beôts’ede	gha	
góæô	(Déline)

3.		Dádéhwã	t’áhsî	lahot’e	bek’odúwi	
were	dúle	bet’óts’edéhæa		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Analysis 
Studying the separate parts of the  
problem to find a solution
i  Problems are made easier to fix by  

separating them into smaller parts and 
looking at each part separately

1.		Ahsñ	taets’ñhle	bek’e	ets’enehta	
bek’éots’eruyá	gha	/Ahsñ	nêtséle	
k’ek’ñnats’eneta	(Tulita)

2.		Gode	holî	géchu	gha	yeahá	geda	
(Déline)

3.		Súré	t’áhsî	kehé	dágõht’e	kokedúh-
sha	gogha	kitáyáæelé	gú	súré	
kighárayeda	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Probability 
What they think the chance is it will 
happen

1.	Kagude	gha	tahkó	(Tulita)
2.	Edaxo	gha	sõônî	(Déline)
3.	Rágudi	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Mean 
The average of a series of numbers 
i  For example, if the ages of the children 

are 2, 2, 2, 4, 4, 5, 7, 8, 17, the mean age is 
5.66 (51 years divided by 9 children)

1.		Dánéht’e	hegerehtá	gháré	akehæe	
(Déline)

2.		T’áhsî	hudéta	gháré	gots’éhæõné	
dágõht’e	gôka	keniwê		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Median 
The middle number in a series of numbers
i  For example, if the ages of the children 

are 2, 2, 2, 4, 4, 5, 7, 8, 17, the median age 
is 4 (the middle number of all the  
numbers) This helps avoid having the 
extremely large families or small families 
from influencing the data too much

1.	Taní	gots’ê	æéhná	yegerehtá	(Déline)
2.	Tadœ	æudíta	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Mode 
The most common number in a series of 
numbers
i  For example, if the ages of the children 

are 2, 2, 2, 4, 4, 5, 7, 8, 17, the mode age is 
2 (the number 2 appears the most)

1.		Æudáta	ts’ê	xáhwere	t’áhsî	léréht’e		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

2.	Dene	åô	gháré	goláretá	(Déline)
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Analytical Detection Limits 
The smallest amount of something that 
can be noticed

1.		Ahsñ	åõle	kó	bets’eæõnç	ahsñ	
begúht’á	(Tulita)

2.		Areyôné	asñî	netsíle	kúlú	yeghá	geda	
gha	dúle	(Déline)

3.		T’áhsî	dád£hts’íne	t’áhsî	taæáya	
gháré	beyagowê	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Lowest Observable Effect Level 
(LOEL) 
The smallest amount of something that 
needs to be there to make changes to the 
living things.

Ráídiåini	ts’iæõné	neh	æedç	æadœ			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Precipitate 
Particles that form in liquid
i  A substance separated from a solution 

or suspension by chemical or physical 
change usually as an insoluable solid
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Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) 
The total amount of solid particles mixed 
in water 
i  The total amount of dissolved substances, 

such as salts or minerals, in water  
remaining after water has evaporated

T’áhsî	dáréht’e	dúle	tu	yehútô			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Total Suspended Solids (TSS) 
The total amount of solid particles  
floating in the wastewater
i  The concentration of total suspended  

material in a water body

Tuta	t’áhsî	dayele			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Total Suspended Particulate  
Matter (TSP) 
The total amount of particles floating in 
the air
i  The fraction of airborne particulates 

that will remain airborne after their  
release in the atmosphere

T’áhsî	golô	gots’ç	yát’a	bek’ñnarœhts’i		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Particulates 
Dust or particles in the air
i  Small liquid or solid particles in the air 

like dust, pollen, spores, soot, smoke or 
spray

1.	Ahsñ	daedu	(Tulita)
2.	Asñ	areyôné	bekénatsñ	(Déline)
3.		Gohw’élé	begháts’eyedále	
bek’ñnarœhts’i	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Condensate 
Liquid that separates from gas vapour

1.	Åe	nihts’i	ts’ê	åe	dek’ale	(Déline)
2.	Åe	nihts’i	tú	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Dust Suppressants 
Ways to keep the dust from spreading in 
the air
i  Products and techniques used to  

minimize dust emissions from unpaved 
roads and unpaved shoulders of paved 
roads

1.		Gotå’é	yáæeyo	ch’á		K’élu	k’e	ahsñ	
ake	æîî	(Tulita)

2.		Gõhk’élé	k’énatsi	ch’á	k’úlúk’é	asñî	
akehæe	(Déline)

3.		L£	ch’á	tôlugá	t’áhsî	æakœhæî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Fugitive Dust 
Blowing dust from development

L£	hek’ínarœhts’i			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Fly Ash 
Ashes in the smoke
i  The finely divided particles of ash  

suspended in gases resulting from the 
combustion of fuel.

Åe	k’ets’œdœhlœléréta	l£		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Emissions 
Human made waste sent into the air, 
water or land
i  Pollutants going into the environment 

(such as car exhaust, chemicals, sewage)

1.	Goleré	nê,	yáta	gots’ñ		at’î	(Tulita)
2.		Denemoné	asñî	areyôné		be’tá	tåe	
dék’ó	hîda	bek’é	nats’e		(Déline)

3.		T’áhsîléré	yát’a	ts’ç	æat’î			
(Fort	Good	Hope)



Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

s

Biophysical Environment

North Slavey Translations 113

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007

Potential Acid Input (PAI) 
The amount of acid that might go into 
the land, water, air and living things from 
development
i  The guess of how much total emissions 

of harmful chemicals will be put into the 
environment

T’áhsî	ghálats’eyeda	gháré	ráídiåini	
gõhlî	héæekúhdza		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Acid Rain 
Harmful rain

1.		Yát’a	gots’ê	tåehåîne	chôné	denele	
(Déline)

2.		Yát’a	lehåinishõné			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

pH 
Measuring to see if the solution is acidic 
or basic 
i  The pH scale is generally presented from 

1 (most acidic) to 14 (most basic/alkaline).

Tuta	ráídi	héæets’íhdza	
(North	Slavey)
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Greenhouse Gases 
Gases in the Earth’s air that trap the sun’s 
heat
i  Gases which stop the sun’s radiation 

(heat) from leaving the earth’s atmosphere 
These gases increase the global temperature

1.		Tåeh	léré	kõné	nê	k’é	yewedí		
(Tulita)

2.	Tåeh	dék’õ	belere	(Déline)
3.		Åehlérédç	sad£	kéæenidi	deri	néné	
k’ç	begówélé	hew£hdi		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Global Warming 
The warming of the earth’s temperature

1.		Nê	k’éæône	gókõ	araade	ts’sæôné	
k’are	gúlú	agot’î	(Tulita)

2.		Dire	derenénék’e	denemône	gokó	
adarade	t’á	asñî	areyôné	golú	bérat’î	
aja	(Déline)

3.	Deri	néné	goráwi	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Ambient Air Quality Parameters
Testing the air to measure the chemicals 
in it
i  The quality of the air in the surrounding 

area

1.		Åâyé	bet’á	ts’eji	netsñ	hé	dágõht’e	
(Tulita)

2.		Eyi	lánç	daye	sñî	dáît’e	yekéhdza	
(Déline)

3.		Láni	gowina	bet’áré	ts’£ji	hé	
dágõht’e	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Meteorological Stations 
Stations that record the weather

1.		Begháré	kare	elú,	gókõ	héídzá	
godak’é	(Tulita)

2.	Yét’a	k’édí	hîle	dáhk’é	(Déline)
3.	Yát’a	god£	shîkœyœlœ	dahk’é		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Waste 
Left-over materials that could damage the 
land, water, air or living things

Tu	ts’îdé	/	T’áhsî	hé	tu	sñhœwi	
(North	Slavey)

Toxic Waste 
Materials left over from development that 
are very bad for the land, water, air or 
living things 

T’áhsî	bech’óreji/	t’áhsî	åine	
(North	Slavey)
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Contaminants 
Things that can have bad effects on air, 
water, land or living things

1.	Bet’á	asñî	tsíwi	(Déline)	
2.		Yeri	béhé	t’áhsî	sñwi			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Hazardous Substance 
Harmful chemicals that can stay for a 
long time in the land, air, water or living 
things

Ráídiåini	bech’órœji			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Heavy Metal 
Metal that is poisonous to the land, water, 
air or living things.

Sasõnéf£	kádeæá	héhlá	béhé	t’áhsî	
sñhœwi			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Bioaccumulation 
Chemicals that build up inside living 
things when they eat other living things 
that have the chemicals inside them 

1.		Tu	yíi	ayíi	yágódí	yáts’íæá	ts’ê	
nárídíåîne	æõne	at’ñ	(Déline)

2.		Tuyí	yeri	yágúdi	xalœd£dœ	ts’ê	
ráídiåini	æõné	æat’î	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Critical Load 
The important amount of harm that the 
land, water, air or living things can take. 
i  If they pass this level, things will never 

be the same again

1.		Nárídíåîne	tu	tah	goæõ	nátse	chõle	t’á	
asñî	tsíwi	chõle	(Déline)

2.		Tuta	ráídiåini	duk’éréht’éle	hé	du	
t’áhsî	sñyáwíle		(Fort	Good	Hope)

Lethal Concentration: 50% (LC50)
A number to show how poisonous  
something is.
i  LC stands for “Lethal Concentration”. 

Scientists measure the number of animals 
that die from a certain amount of  
something.

Ráídiåini	ráse	hé	gódi	tadœ	ts’ç	yek’é	
xadœwi	gha		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Toxicity 
The amount of poison something has
i  The ability for a material to cause  

adverse effects in a living organism

T’áhsî	dádéhshó	beta	ráídiåini	gõhlî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Chronic Toxicity 
Bad changes will happen to the land, 
water, air and living things from a  
chemical for a long time

1.		Wháá	nárídíåîne	ghá	ats’et’î	nñdé	
denekwçtah	gha	nezõle	(Déline)

2.		Nîwã	ráídiåini	ghã	æats’œt’î	ts’ê	æéyai	
dene	æáhæî		(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Exploration 
They are looking for rich rocks
i  mineral deposits and the work done to 

prove or establish the extent of a mineral 
deposit (alternative words: prospecting and 
subsequent evaluation)

Sasónéf£	hîka	k’ínakerehta			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Esker 
A long skinny ridge made of gravel found 
on the land 

æewá	
(North	Slavey)

Drilling 
Making holes in the land with a drill

Neh	kede/kego			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Borehole/Drill Hole 
A drill hole to look for rocks

1.		Hîyú	kwe	yíi	dekeríde	gháré	kwe	
dáît’e		bek’éts’erezhô	(Déline)	

2.		Sõbaf£	hîka	lã	hîyúwé	níwâ	neh/fœ	
kede	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Advanced Exploration Program
Big work done to understand whether 
there is enough minerals to make a mine

1.		Nê	ka	kwe	yíi	ayíi	gõhåî	hé	dágõht’e	
surí	kekerushá	gogha	goghálakeda	
(Déline)

2.		Radã	nehká	sõbaf£	hé	dágõht’e	
kokedúhsha	gha	goghálakeyeda		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Ore
The rich rocks
i  A mixture of minerals and gangue from 

which at least one of the minerals can be 
extracted at a profit

Sasõnéf£	
(North	Slavey)
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Deposit 
Place where there are enough rich rocks 
to start a mine
i  A natural occurrence of a useful  

mineral, or an ore, in sufficient extent  
or degree of concentration to invite  
exploitation

1.		Kwe	yíi	kwe	dáît’e	wetå’î	dahgháré	
yeka	kenîwê	(Déline)

2.		Fœ	dáhêt’e	wœtl’i	dagháré	sõbaf£	
dágõhlî	beta	gõhlî	keyagowê			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Possible Ore Reserves 
They have studied the rocks and think  
it might be possible to mine them for 
money

1.	Ahsñ	détí	gõhåî	tahkó	(Tulita)
2.		Kwe	kákehtåé	yeghágeda	gháré	
edaxô	así	yet’ákeríwí	gha	(Déline)

3.		Fœ	k’õne	kik’áw£di	gháré	æedahxô	
bets’ê	sõba	hœsî	keniwê		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Probable Ore Reserves 
They have studied the rocks and think it 
is probably a good idea to mine them for 
money

1.	Ahsñ	détí	gõhåî	åáanñ	(Tulita)
2.		Kwé	ghágeda	gháré	dét’ñ	nezô	ke	
nîwe	nídé		yeka	goghalageda		
(Déline)

3.		Fœ	k’õne	kik’áw£di	gháré	dúle	
bets’ê	sõba	hœsî	keniwê		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Recovery 
The amount of rich rocks that is possible 
to get out, compared to how much is 
actually there
i  The proportion or percentage of ore 

mined from the original seam or deposit

Radã	sõbaf£	dáréht’e	gots’ê	kíhshu	gha	
sõni	keniwê	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Byproduct 
Other minerals taken from the ground, 
not counting what you want to mine

1.	Kwe	yíi	káraæa	gokíhæá	(Déline)
2.		Sõbaf£	kádeæá	gózœ	heyágokíhæa			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Mine 
A place where they find rich rocks and 
dig them out of the earth

Sõbaf£k’é			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Open Pit Mine 
Mine by digging a big hole on top of the 
land 
i  A mine where excavation happens on 

the surface

Nehdágé	sõbaf£k’é	góæô		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Underground Mine 
Working underground to take out rich 
rocks 

Nehká	sõbafœk’é			
(Fort	Good	Hope))

Dragline 
Big machine that scoops the rocks with a 
hanging bucket

Sasõné	béhé	æehtl’é/fœ	riraæíhgo			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Headframe 
The structure that sits over the entrance 
to an underground mine shaft

Sõbaf£k’é	yunágodéæa	gok’çgóhsî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Shaft 
An underground mine entrance that goes 
straight down 

Sõbaf£k’é	w’iyúwé	ts’ç	yúnágodéæa		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Adit 
The entrance to the underground mine 
that is not straight down 

1.		Nê	yíi	gots’ê	nõné	ts’ç	goréæá		
(Déline)

2.		Sõbaf£k’é	none	gots’ê	yunágodéæani	
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Crosscut 
An underground tunnel that crosses the 
big tunnel in the mine

1.		Asñî	kakenîwi	ts’ç	nõne	goréæa		
(Déline)

2.		Judeni	t’áhsî	hîka	æakeniwê	ts’ç	
nónéts’ç	yúnágodéæa			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Sumps 
A hole to collect run-off water
i  The bottom of a shaft, or any other 

place in a mine that is used as a collecting 
point for drainage water

Tu	lékéhtl’e	k’é			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Stope 
The empty space left underground after 
the rocks are mined out
i  A cavern underground in a mine that 

is formed as the ore is mined in successive 
layers

Neh	ká	góhsî			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Sloughing 
Rocks crumbling off walls
i  The slow crumbling and falling away  

of rocks, gravel, sand from a natural or 
manmade structure.

Fœ	/	æehtl’é	xáré	tádétl’e		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Extraction 
They are taking the rocks out of the 
ground at the mine
i  The process of mining and removal of 

ore from a mine

Sõbaf£	(n£yœ	gots’ê)	káyœ			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Explosives 
Things that blow up rocks
i  Any rapidly combustive or expanding 

substance. The energy released during this 
rapid combustion or expansion can be 
used to break rock

Kíhé	fœ	yákedíhk’e			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007



Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

s

Mining

North Slavey Translations 127

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Auger 
A small drill to make holes in rock

1.		Béhé	neh	ts’ede	hé	fœwá	w’ila	
kádéhtl’e	(Fort	Good	Hope)

2.		Bet’á	nê	yíi	ts’eríde	sñî	eyi	yet’á	
wha	kákehtå’e	(Déline)

Jackleg 
A drill that has its own stand

Fœts’ede	k’ñnats’eæa			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Barricading 
Blocking off the poisonous gas  
underground

1.		Nê	yíi	tåehåîne	goderíhk’é	ch’á	
godákerewe	(Déline)

2.		Åehåini	ch’á	gots’ene	
gokedáæekedewe	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Berm 
A barrier wall made of earth on the 
ground

1.		Asñî	ts’ê	nê	nékehtå’é,	kwe	hé	wha	
hé	t’á	kehtsî	(Déline)

2.		Fœ/æehtl’é	hé	fî	kœhsî			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Processing Plant 
A building that harvests the rich rocks

Sõbaf£	sóæaæîk’é			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Flue Gas Desulfurization 
They are taking sulphur out of the smoke 
i  Any of several forms of chemical /  

physical processes that remove sulfur  
compounds formed during coal  
combustion

Fœléré	dék’ô	bet’á	yát’a	sñguwi	ch’á	
kiléréta	bech’órœji	húlé	æakœhæî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Baghouse 
A filtering bag that collects smoke

1.		Kweyúwé	t’á	tåeh	ts’îhdé	ats’ehæî	
yát’a	ts’ígowi	ch’á	(Déline)

2.		Yát’a	sñguwi	ch’á	lehts’îhdé	yúdç	
duw’i	gha	æagokœhæi			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Crusher 
A machine that crushes rock into smaller 
pieces 
i  Used to reduce materials such as ore, 

coal, stone, and slag to particle sizes that 
are convenient for their intended uses

1.		Satsõné	yet’á	kwe	tákereshu		
(Déline)

2.		Sasóné	béhé	fœ	káyádeæá	tád£yi		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Hydration 
They are adding water to it
i  The chemical combination of water with 

other substances.Water becomes part of the 
resulting chemical compound

T’áhsî	gogha	t’áhsî	ta	tu	æaæî			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Paste Technology 
Adding water to the rocks so they can be 
pumped through a pipeline 
i  Technology where rocks and water are 

combined to form a thick liquid so that it 
can be pumped through pipes to a disposal 
site

Fœ	hñt’ore	gú	æats’œhæî	hagú	
godçts’edéhtl’e			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Slurry 
Dirty water
i  Watery mixture of insoluble matter 

such as mud and lime

Æehtl’étú	
(North	Slavey)

Smelting 
Melting rocks to separate out the metal
i  To melt or fuse for the purpose of  

separating and  refining the metal

Sasõnéf£	hîka	fœ	keríhw’a			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Slag 
Waste from melting rocks

Sasõnéf£	keríhw’a	ts’ê	fœ	gháæeyéle		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Effluent 
Wastewater from the mine

Tuch’ílé/tuts’îhdé			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Ion Exchange 
Using electricity to clean the water
i  Treatment alternative which removes 

metals, ammonia and chlorides beyond 
conventional technology; used especially 
for softening or demineralizing water, the 
purification of chemicals, or the separation 
of substances.

Tuta	t’áhsî	húlé	æats’œhæî			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Reverse Osmosis 
Taking the salt out of water
i  A method of obtaining pure water from 

water containing a salt

Tuta	t’áhsî	húlé	æats’œhæî			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Diffuser 
Machine that sprays out water 
i  Sprays out the water so that it is  

less concentrated when released into a 
receiving body of water

Tu	kádéhyo			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Sedimentation Ponds 
A lake where waste water is cleaned
i  Ponds where mine water is sent so that 

biological processes reduce nutrient  
concentrations and contaminants are  
prevented from being transported off-site

Æehtl’étú	hek’égódi	k’é			
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Waste Rock 
Left over rock after work is done
i  Rock containing no ore but removed in 

the course of mining operations

Fœ	gháæegoyéwe			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Processed Kimberlite 
Left over rocks from a diamond mine
i  A manufactured material comprising a 

blend of water, gravel, sand and silt to clay 
sized particles derived from the mining 
and processing of kimberlite

Fœ	hñkone	ts’ê	fœ	gháæegoyéwe			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Tailings 
Waste rocks after the rich rocks are 
mined out
i  Finely ground particles of ore  

deposited as waste after processing by  
a mill or smelter

Sõbaf£	ghálakeyeda	ts’ê	fœ		
gháæegoyéwe			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007



Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Glossary of Terms 2007

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

s

Mining

North Slavey Translations 134

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes:
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tailings Pond 
The place where they will put the left over 
rocks and waste

Judeni	tuts’îhdé/ráídiåiine	æõnékedéhtl’e
(North	Slavey)

Leaching 
Chemicals being “washed” out of rock by 
rain

1.		Kwe	t’ah	satsõne	kaa	chôh	
yek’enáetsi	(Tulita)

2.		Kwe	k’e	chô	at’î	t’á	ayí	bek’e	ôt’e	
sñî	ne	ts’ç	ayeæe	(Déline)

3.		Shôhtú	hé	fœta	t’áhsî	kádœhlî	(Fort	
Good	Hope)

Acid Mine Water 
Water that is contaminated by rocks from 
the mine

1.		Sõbak’é	nê	yíi	ts’ê	tu	nezõle		
(Déline)

2.		Sõbaf£k’é	gots’ê	tuch’ílé				
(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Decommissioning 
Closing the mine forever
i  As the act of permanently closing and 

removing the production facilities at a 
mine site

1.		Kwe	yíi	eåoat’e	godaretñ	hé	ale	
dágóît’é	lé	k’é	tánakele	gha	(Déline)

2.		Sõbaf£k’é	lahot’e	godáæeked£tî		
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Backfill 
Rocks used to fill up the hole when  
mining is finished 

1.		Kwe	yíi	asñî	góhåñle	nñdé	kwe	goyíi	
nakehtå’é	(Déline)

2.		Judeni	neh	dígokedñla	fœch’ílé	
rírakéhtl’e	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Cap 
Something that protects the mine waste 
rock from the rain
i  A cover is usually made of clean soils or 

clay that prevents rainwater from seeping 
through soil and causing contaminants in 
the soil to flow into groundwater

1.	Bedá	kádínîæô	(Déline)
2.		Shô	ch’á	gokedáæenéæa/
gokedáæœn£tl’î	(Fort	Good	Hope)
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Western Canada Sedimentary  
Basin
The area of land in western Canada that 
has a lot of oil and gas underground

1.		Canada	k’ézhî	hîdâ	ts’êk’e	tåeh	déti	
gõhåî	(Tulita)

2.		Hîidãâ	Canada	areyôné	tåe	détñ	
gots’élî	(Déline)

3.		Canada	góyœ	júhnainéné	åe	kádeæá	
gõhlî	(Fort	Good	Hope)

Permeable Rock 
A rock that water can flow through

Fœ	begháyáwœlî
(North	Slavey)

Impermeable 
Liquids can not flow through it

T’áhsî	bed£	æat’íle
(North	Slavey)
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Basement Rock
The oldest rocks underground

Nehká	fœ
(North	Slavey)

Producers 
Oil companies

Åe	got’ine
(North	Slavey)

Petroleum Rock 
A rock that holds oil or gas

Fœ	betl’a	åe	wetl’î
(North	Slavey)
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Hydrocarbon 
Different types of oil and gas

Nehyœ	gots’ê	åe	kádeæá
(North	Slavey)

Petroleum 
Black oil or natural gas

Åe	káyádeæá
(North	Slavey)

Gas 
Vapors or fumes

1.	Åe	nihts’i
2.	Åe	dek’ale
(North	Slavey)
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Natural Gas
Vapour gas burned for heat and power

Åe	nihts’í	/		Åe
(North	Slavey)

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 
Natural gas that is made into liquid 

Åe	nihts’i	åe	dek’ale	rakiyœhsî
(North	Slavey)

Methane 
Natural gas

Åe	nihts’i
(North	Slavey)
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Gasoline 
Type of oil used for fuel

Åe	dek’ale
(North	Slavey)

Dry Gas or Lean Gas 
Gas with no water in it

Åe	ta	tu	húléæáya
(North	Slavey)

Associated Gas 
Gas that is with the oil underground

Nehká	åe	dezene	da	åe	nihts’I
(North	Slavey)
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Dissolved Gas 
Natural gas that is liquid and mixed with 
oil

Nehká	åe	dezene	ta	åe	nihts’i
(North	Slavey)

Oil 
Black liquid from the ground

Åe	dzene
(North	Slavey)

Sweet Oil or Gas 
Oil or gas that does not have sulphur

Åe	dugoæõ	bœsñ	heyagowê
(North	Slavey)
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Sour Gas
Smelly natural gas that has sulphur in it

Åe	bœsîráse
(North	Slavey)

Dissolved Water
Water in the oil 

Åe	dezene	ta	tu	wœtl’i
(North	Slavey)

Vibroseis
Using sound, they study to find oil or gas 
under the ground

Æœdíré	héæekúhdza	gháré	åe	hîka	
k’ñnakerehta
(North	Slavey)
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Seismic Surveys 
Using sound, they study to find oil or gas 
under the ground

Æœdíré	héæekúhdza	gháré	åe	hîka	
k’ñnakerehta
(North	Slavey)

Air Gun 
Tool that uses noise to see what is under 
the lake

Túyœ	æœdíré	héæekúhdza	gha	sasõné
(North	Slavey)

Seep 
Oil and gas that appears on the land by 
itself 

Åe	káy£wî
(North	Slavey)
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Shallow Gas
Gas that is close to the surface

Nehdágé	ts’é	nídu	åe	wœtl’i
(North	Slavey)

Viscosity
The thickness of the liquid 

Åe	dádedéhtô	gháré
(North	Slavey)

Off Shore Drilling
Drilling for oil and gas in the ocean

Åe	hîka	tehtl’œ/tutl’a	nekego
(North	Slavey)
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Off Shore Rig
A type of drilling structure used to drill 
in the ocean 

Túyœ	åe	hîka	nekugo	gha	gok’ç	góhsî
(North	Slavey)

Derrick
A large structure used to hold up a  
drilling rig

Nehkegoni	bek’ç	góæô
(North	Slavey)

Drill 
A tool used for drilling holes

Nehkego
(North	Slavey)
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Bit
The tip of the drill that cuts the ground

Behé	nehts’ego	bek’á
(North	Slavey)

Diamond Bit
The tip of the drill is made of diamonds 

Nehts’ego	beka	wóza	ch’á	fœhikônewá	
beka	déla
(North	Slavey)

Drilling Mud
A special liquid used for drilling

Nehts’ego	gha	æehtl’étú
(North	Slavey)
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Gas Detection Analyzer
Something that will notice when they 
find gas while they drill

Åe	heyagohwê	gosasõné
(North	Slavey)

Wellbore
The hole made by drilling 
i  Also called borehole or hole

nekedego	dahk’é
(North	Slavey)

Depth
How deep the oil is

hîyúwé	dánehwã	neh	ts’ego
(North	Slavey)
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Directional Drilling
They drill slanted underground

lóodet’eni	gots’ê	æehná	nóné	ts’ê		
nehkego
(North	Slavey)

Wildcat
The first well drilled in the area where no 
oil has been taken out yet

láni	æala	nehkego
(North	Slavey)

Exploration Well
A well drilled to search for oil or gas

wáyi	åe	hîka	neh	kego
(North	Slavey)
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Dry Hole
There is not enough oil in the well

Åe	lahot’e	káyetl’i
(North	Slavey)

Delineation Well
A well drilled to see the how much oil 
and gas is below the ground 

Sóæagoréht’e	bekego	gháré	åe	dahk’é	
dágodéhsha	koniyo
(North	Slavey)

Discovery Well
The first well they drilled and found oil 

Åe	hegút’ô	æala	neh	kego
(North	Slavey)
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Flowing Well
A well drilled where the oil and gas flows 
out by itself 

Åe	æedahxáré	káyîhlî
(North	Slavey)

Well Control
The way they prevent the oil or gas from 
flowing out too quickly 

Káæedúhk’e	goch’a	bek’ínats’œhdi
(North	Slavey)

Gusher
When the oil shoots out from the well

Xáréæœdi	åe	dezene	hekáæedéhk’e
(North	Slavey)
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Blowout
Gas and oil that escapes too fast

Åe	hekáæedéhk’e
(North	Slavey)

Blowout Preventor
A plug to stop it from escaping too fast

Åe	hekáæedúhk’e	goch’á	bekedá	æeæô
(North	Slavey)

Flare 
It burns extra gas at the end of the pipe

Åe	gháæegoyéwe	k’eæekedehlœ
(North	Slavey)
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Field 
A place where they drill many oil and gas 
wells

Judeni	åe	hegút’ô	godahk’é
(North	Slavey)

Oil Patch 
A place with many oil wells

Judeni	åe	gõhlî
(North	Slavey)

Cubic Foot 
They count the amount of natural gas 
with this number
i  It is the amount of gas that fits in a box 

with all sides one foot long
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Cubic Metre
They count the amount of natural gas 
with this number.
i  Amount of gas that fits in a box with all 

sides one meter long

Barrel
They count the amount of oil with this 
number
i  They are not counting real barrels. 

Instead, they are measuring how much oil 
there is in total. One barrel is the same as 
saying 42 US gallons.

Åe	líbarí
(North	Slavey)

Parts per Billion / Million
Number used to show how much is 
mixed in there

Dáreht’e	kitawóhtl’e	heæekúhdza
(North	Slavey)
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Trap 
Underground rocks that hold oil or gas  
in it

N£yœ	åe	fœ	gots’eneweæô
(North	Slavey)

Reservoir 
A lake of oil or gas underground

Láni	n£yœ	åe	wœtl’i
(North	Slavey)

Potential 
The amount of oil and gas they think is 
in the area  

Åe	dáréht’e	gots’é	yñlî	guniwê
(North	Slavey)
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Reserves 
The amount of oil and gas they know is in 
an area 

Kákiyéhtl’e	gots’ç	néhyœ	åe	wetl’i
(North	Slavey)

Development Well
A well drilled to take out the oil and gas 
they found

K’óne	åe	hegút’ô	godáhk’é	gowina	åe	
hîka	waynehkego	
(North	Slavey)

Injection Well
A well they put liquid in to help get oil 
and gas out 

Nœhyœ	tu	rakúhtl’e	gogha	nehkego
(North	Slavey)
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Well Completion
Making the well ready for taking out the 
oil and gas

Åe	kákúhtl’e	gha	rígót’ô
(North	Slavey)

Production
They pump up the oil, and get it ready to 
send through a pipeline

Åehwœ	gá	dútl’î	gha	sóæaya
(North	Slavey)

Compressor Station
A building that makes pressure to push 
gas through a pipeline 
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Flow Line 
A pipe underground

Æéhná	gots’ê	begá	åehw£déwé	ts’ê	åe	
yétl’e
(North	Slavey)

Pipeline 
A pipe that moves gas

Åehw£
(North	Slavey)

Oil Spill 
Oil spilled on the land or water

Åe	kéhñtl’î
(North	Slavey)
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Land Farm
Where they clean the dirt after an oil spill

Neh	sóæarats’œhæî	godahk’é			
(Fort	Good	Hope)

Well Abandonment
They clean up, cap the well and leave it

Neh	kagok’é	dughágoyñdi
(North	Slavey)

Well Depletion
To use up all the oil or gas

lahot’e	bek’egots’œhwi
(North	Slavey)
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Gas Processing 
They fix the gas so it can be used in  
machines

Åe	sóæáya
(North	Slavey)
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Index
A
Aboriginal Peoples  22
Access Agreement  23
Access and Benefit Agreements  24
Acid Mine Water  134
Acid Rain  113
Active Layer  82
Adaptive Management  42
Adit  124
Advanced Exploration Program  120
Adverse Impacts  48
Air Gun  144
Alternative Energy Sources  43
Ambient Air Quality Parameters  114
Analysis  107
Analytical Detection Limits  109
Appropriate Indicator  33
Area of Interest  13
Arsenic  86
Associated Gas  141
Auger  127
Autonomy  73

B
Backfill  135
Baghouse  129
Barrel  154
Barricading  127
Baseline Conditions  28
Basement Rock  138
Bedrock  84
Behavioral Response  104
Benchmark Area  11

Beneficial Impacts  49
Benefits Plan  24
Benthic Invertebrates  98
Berm  128
Bioaccumulation  117
Biodiversity  103
Bit  147
Blowout  152
Blowout Preventor  152
Boom and Bust Cycles  65
Borehole/Drill Hole  120
Boundary  13
Byproduct  122

C
Call for Bids  19
Call for Nominations  19
Canadian Shield  84
Candidate Protected Area  13
Cap  135
Capital  74
Carnivores  100
Carrying Capacity  104
Case Study  32
Causal Factor  34
Chronic Toxicity  118
Cobalt  88
Commitment  55
Community-based Assessment  32
Community Surveys  31
Community Wellness  72
Compensation  45
Compressor Station  157
Condensate  111
Conservation  7
Conservation Area / Zone  17
Conservation Value  9
Consultation  22

Consumer Price Index  69
Contaminants  116
Co-occurrence  34
Cooperation Agreements  57
Copper  87
Core  81
Core Analysis  81
Core Need  77
Core Representative Area  10
Cost-benefit Analysis  40
Critical Load  117
Crosscut  125
Crown Rights  18
Crusher  129
Cubic Foot  153
Cubic Metre  154
Cultural Impact  44
Cultural Maintenance and Transmission  71
Cultural Retention  71
Cumulative Effects  106
Cumulative Effects Assessment  39

D
Decommissioning  135
Delineation Well  150
Demographics  75
Dependency  73
Deposit  121
Depth  148
Derrick  146
Determinants  33
Developer  45
Development  25
Development Application  46
Development Description  52
Development Proposal  25
Development Well  156
Diamond  86
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Diamond Bit  147
Diffuser  132
Direct Impacts  36
Directional Drilling  149
Directly-affected Community  48
Discharge  96
Discovery Well  150
Dissolved Gas  142
Dissolved Water  143
Dragline  123
Drainage Patterns  94
Dredging  96
Drill  146
Drilling  119
Drilling Mud  147
Dry Gas or Lean Gas  141
Dry Hole  150
Dust Suppressants  111

E
Earth Cover Mapping  9
Ecological Integrity  102
Ecological Process  103
Ecological Representation  10
Ecology  102
Economic Impacts  44
Ecoregion  10
Ecosystem  102
Effluent  131
Emissions  112
Employee Retention  67
Employment Rate  66
Endangered Species  106
Enforcement  61
Environmental Assessment  51
Environmental Impact Assessment  25
Environmental Impact Review  56
Environmental Impact Study  58

Ephemeral Streams  95
Erosion  83
Esker  119
Eutrophication  97
Expert Advisor  54
Exploration  119
Exploration Licence  20
Exploration Well  149
Explosives  126
Extraction  126

F
Federal Legislation  5
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder  76
Field  153
Fish-bearing Lakes  97
Flare  152
Flowing Well  151
Flow Line  158
Flue Gas Desulfurization  128
Fly Ash  112
Footprint  26
Fossil  82
Fragmentation  106
Fugitive Dust  112
Functional Literacy  75
Futures Foregone  39

G
Gas  139
Gas Detection Analyzer  148
Gasoline  141
Gas Processing  160
Gender-based Assessment  27
Genuine Progress Indicators (GPI)  70
Geochemistry  79
Geologist  79

Geology  79
Geophysical survey  80
Geophysics  80
GINI Coefficient  67
Globalization  7
Global Warming  114
Gold  86
Greenhouse Gases  114
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)  69
Ground Truthing  43
Ground Water  93
Gusher  151

H
Habitat  98
Hardrock  85
Harvesting  70
Hazardous Substance  116
Headframe  124
Heavy Metal  116
Heritage Resources  75
Home Range  98
Hotspot  12
Hydration  129
Hydrocarbon  139
Hydrocarbon Potential  16
Hydrology  92

I
Impact Benefit Agreement (IBA)  44
Impact Equity  37
Impact on the Environment  50
Impact Pathways  35
Impermeable  137
Incarceration  76
Indicator  33
Indicator Minerals  85
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Indirect Impacts  36
Induced  34
Inflation Rate  69
Information Request  54
Injection Well  156
In-migration  68
Inspector  61
Intergenerational Equity  37
Interim Protection  14
Intervener  58
Ion Exchange  131
Iron  88

J
Jackleg  127

K
Key Informants  30
Kimberlite  85

L
Labour Market  66
Land Farm  159
Landman  21
Landowner  21
Landscape Unit  11
Land Use Permit  47
Land Use Plan  16
Land Withdrawal  17
Leaching  134
Lead  88
Legislation  5
Lethal Concentration: 50% (LC50)  117
Life Skills Training  71
Likely  55
Limits of Manageable Change  38

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)  140
Local Government  49
Local Knowledge  31
Longitudinal Research  29
Lowest Observable Effect Level (LOEL)  109

M
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact  

Review Board  51
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board  46
Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act  6
Management Plan  15
Matrix  35
Mean  108
Measures  56
Median  108
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)  23
Mental Mapping  35
Meteorological Stations  115
Methane  140
Might  50
Migration  99
Mine  122
Mineral  84
Mineral Claim  18
Mineral Potential  16
Mineral Rights  20
Mobility  68
Mode  108
Model (MARXAN)  12
Monitoring  61
Monitoring Agency  62
Mortality  105
Multiplier Effect  65

N
National Energy Board  60

Natural Gas  140
Network of Protected Areas  15
Nickel  87
No Net Loss  41
Non-renewable Resources  8
NWT Water Board  57

O
Off Shore Drilling  145
Off Shore Rig  146
Oil  142
Oil Patch  153
Oil Spill  158
Oligotrophic  97
Open Pit Mine  123
Ore  120

P
Panel Hearing  59
Participant  58
Participation Rate  66
Particulates  111
Parts per Billion / Million  154
Party  53
Passerines  101
Paste Technology  130
Perceived Risk  36
Permafrost  81
Permeable Rock  137
Permit  47
Petroleum  139
Petroleum Rock  138
pH  113
Pipeline  158
Polluter Pays Principle  42
Population Fluctuations  105
Population Health Model  72
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Porewater  93
Possible Ore Reserves  121
Potash  91
Potential  155
Potential Acid Input (PAI)  113
Potentially-affected Community  48
Poverty Line  77
Precautionary Principle  41
Precipitate  109
Predator  99
Preliminary Information Package  57
Preliminary Screening  46
Prey  100
Primary Research  28
Proactive  42
Probability  107
Probable Ore Reserves  121
Processed Kimberlite  133
Processing Plant  128
Producers  138
Production  157
Production Licence  21
Productivity  103
Progressive Reclamation  62
Project Life Cycle Assessment  26
Prospecting Permit  18
Protected Area  15
Protected Areas Strategy  8
Protection  6
Public Concern  50
Public Hearing  54
Public Registry  52

Q
Qualitative Research  30
Quality of Life  72
Quantitative Research  30
Quarry  89

Quartz  89
Quicksand  91

R
Raptors  100
Reclamation  62
Reconnaissance  27
Recovery  122
Red Mud  90
Referral  49
Regulators or Regulatory Authorities  60
Regulatory Review  60
Renewable Resources  8
Reproductive Fitness  105
Reserves  156
Reservoir  155
Residual Impacts  38
Resilience  37
Responsible Authority  59
Responsible Minister  59
Reverse Osmosis  132
Risk Analysis  40
Royalty  24
Rules of Procedure  51
Runoff  95

S
Salvageable Materials  40
Samples  80
Sandstone/Mudstone  91
Scoping  52
Secondary Research  29
Sediment  96
Sedimentation Ponds  132
Seep  144
Seismic Surveys  144
Self-assessment  26

Settlement Area  22
Settlement Lands  23
Sexually-transmitted Infections (STIs)  76
Shaft  124
Shale  89
Shallow Gas  145
Shorebirds  101
Significance  55
Significant Discovery Licence  20
Silver  87
Simulation  12
Site Reclamation  63
Slag  131
Sloughing  126
Slurry  130
Smelting  130
Social Capital  74
Social Cohesion  73
Social Impacts  43
Social Infrastructure  74
Socio-economic Agreement (SEA)  45
Socio-economic Environment  65
Socio-economic Impact Assessment (SEIA)  27
Sour Gas  143
Spatial and Temporal Boundaries  28
Special Element  11
Special Management Area / Zone  17
Sponsoring Agency  14
Spring  94
Staging Area  99
Stewardship  6
Stope  125
Stratification  83
Subsistence Economy  70
Subsurface  83
Suggestion  56
Sulphide Minerals  90
Sulphurous Rock  90
Sumps  125
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Surface Rights  19
Surface Water  93
Surficial Material  82
Sustainability Assessment  39
Sustainable Development  7
Sustainable Threshold  107
Sweet Oil or Gas  142

T
Tailings  133
Tailings Pond  134
Terms of Reference  53
Territorial Legislation  5
Third-party Interests  14
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS)  110
Total Suspended Particulate Matter (TSP)  110
Total Suspended Solids (TSS)  110
Toxicity  118
Toxic Waste  115
Traditional Knowledge  31
Trap  155
Trend  29
Tributary Streams  95

U
Underground Mine  123
Unemployment Rate  67

V
Valued Components  32
Values  9
Vegetation Class  104
Vibroseis  143
Viscosity  145
Vocation  68
Vulnerability  38

W
Waste  115
Waste Rock  133
Water Balance  92
Waterfowl  101
Water Licence  47
Watershed  92
Water Table  94
Well Abandonment  159
Wellbore  148
Well Completion  157
Well Control  151
Well Depletion  159
Western Canada Sedimentary Basin  137
Wildcat  149
Work Plan  53

Z
Zero Tolerance  41



Geologist

Core Analysis
unemployment rate

Copper

Cultural Retention

Recovery

Hydrocarbon

Legislation

Benchmark area

Migration
Boom and Bust Cycles
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