
The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact 

Review Board's mission is to conduct quality 

environmental impact assessments that 

protect the environment and the social, 

economic, and cultural well being of the 

residents of the Mackenzie Valley and all 

Canadians.  
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I n  N o v e m b e r  
2008, Mr. Darryl Bohnet 
was appointed to the Review 
Board. He was nominated to 
the Board by the federal 
government.

Mr. Bohnet is a 
Métis from the South Slave 
region of the Northwest 
Territories and is a member 

of the NWT Métis Nation. He is the former 
Chairman and current Executive Committee 
board member of the NWT Métis Development 
Corporation.  In May 2007, the Review Board 
appointed Mr. Bohnet to the Gahcho Kue Review 
Panel, welcoming his experience and background 
in the industry.

  
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Bohnet started his career in the environmental 
sciences field with the federal and territorial governments 
and he has worked and travelled extensively throughout 
the Northwest Territories and Nunavut.

In the early 80's, Mr. Bohnet's career with the 
Government of the Northwest Territories included 
many senior management positions, such as Assistant 
Regional Director, Territorial Coordinator, Norman Well 
Pipeline Project, Executive Director, Equal 
Employment and Deputy Minister for the Department 
of Personnel. 

After his retirement, he joined the private 
sector as Vice President of Community Affairs for the 
Diavik Diamond Mine, where he continued to 
champion aboriginal employment and focused on 
community contributions, aboriginal relations, 
community based training, labour force development 
and maximizing business opportunities for Northern 
and Aboriginal companies.
 Richard Edjericon, Chairperson for the 
Mackenzie Valley Review Board said “I am pleased to 
welcome Darryl to the Review Board. He brings great 
knowledge and expertise to the organization.”

Mr. Bohnet lives in Yellowknife and has been a 
member of the Elks Lodge for over 30 years and an 
Associate Member of the Royal Canadian Legion for 37 
years.
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Active environmental impact review

uGahcho Kué Diamond Mine 
De Beers Canada Inc.    EIR0607-001

Status: Waiting for Environmental Impact 
Statement; Terms of Reference were issued in 
October 2007

The Review Board established the independent 

Gahcho Kue Review Panel to review this 

proposed diamond mine near Kennady Lake.  

De Beers has informed the Panel that it will not 

be submitting its Environmental Impact 

Statement until late 2009.

uMackenzie Gas Project 
Imperial Oil Resources Ventures Ltd. EIR0405-001

Status: The Joint Review Panel is drafting its 
Report of Environmental Impact Review

The Review Board, the federal Minister of 

Environment and the Inuvialuit Game Council 

jointly established the Joint Review Panel to 

independently review this proposed gas pipe-

line. Visit www.ngps.nt.ca for more informa-

tion.

Waiting for ministerial approval

uYellowknife Gold Project

uPrairie Creek Mine

uGiant Mine Remediation Project

Tyhee NWT Corp.  EA0809-003

Canadian Zinc Corporation EA0809-002

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada EA0809-001

Status: Drafting Terms of Reference

Status: Analyzing scoping evidence

Status: Drafting Terms of Reference

This is a proposed open pit gold mine, located 

88 kilometres north of Yellowknife, near the 

old Discovery mine site. The Review Board is 

drafting the Terms of Reference for this envi-

ronmental assessment. 

This is a proposed underground lead-zinc mine, 

located in the Mackenzie Mountains within the 

South Nahanni River watershed, and in proxim-

ity to the Nahanni National Park Reserve. The 

Review Board is reviewing the evidence from 

the scoping exercises to decide how the envi-

ronmental assessment should proceed. 

This is a proposed development to reclaim the 

Giant Mine site, located within the City of 

Yellowknife. The development includes the 

future disposition of 237,000 tonnes of arsenic 

trioxide currently stored underground. On 

December 19th, 2008, the Review Board 

released its Reasons for Decision on the scope 

of assessment for this project. The Review 

Board is now drafting its Terms of Reference.

uTaltson Hydroelectric Expansion Project

uMineral Exploration at Howard’s Pass

Dezé Energy Corporation Ltd. EA0708-007

Selwyn Resources Ltd.               EA0708-001

Status: Waiting for Developer’s Assessment 
Report; Terms of Reference were issued in March 
2008

Status: Second round of information requests

This proposed development adds 36 megawatts 

of power generating capacity to the Taltson Twin 

Gorges Plant and includes a 690 kilometre 

transmission line to the diamond mines. The 

Review Board is waiting for Deze Energy Corp. to 

submit its Developer’s Assessment Report. The 

Review Board anticipates this report sometime in 

January.

This is a proposed mineral exploration program 

on the NWT and Yukon border. The Review 

Board is reviewing the responses to the second 

round of information requests.

Active environmental assessments
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uCrab Lake Mineral Exploration
Bayswater Uranium Corp.           EA0708-005

Status: Waiting for ministerial approval

This is a proposed mineral exploration program  

in the Dubawnt River Watershed. On 

September 12, 2008, the Review Board recom-

mended the federal and responsible ministers  

allow this proposed development to proceed to 

the regulatory phase,  subject to the measures 

the Review Board outlined in its Report of 

Environmental Assessment. 

uEL Lake Mineral Exploration
Bayswater Uranium Corp.             EA0708-004

Status:  Waiting for ministerial approval

This is a proposed mineral exploration program in 

the upper Thelon River watershed. On 

September 12, 2008, the Review Board recom-

mended the federal and responsible ministers 

reject this proposed development without 

ordering an environmental impact review. The 

Review Board is of the opinion the proposed 

development will cause significant adverse 

cultural impacts on Aboriginal people by impact-

ing an area of very high spiritual importance.

Reports submitted in 2008

A November “morning” sunrise trying to making it 

over the horizon in Colville Lake. Fred Koe, Board 

Member and Jessica Simpson, Community Liaison 

Officer visited Colville Lake to explain the 

environmental assessment process and explain the 

Cultural Impact Assessment Guidelines Initiative.

% of EA time taken to complete 

process requirements

Review Board

Developer only

Parties and Developer

Minister

% of EA time taken to complete 

process requirements

Review Board

Developer only

Parties and Developer

Minister

Happy New Year!
- From the Mackenzie Valley 

Review Board members and Staff
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The Review Board has 
written three guidelines 
on the environmental 
impact assessment 
process, the inclusion of 
traditional knowledge and 
socio-economic impact 
assessment.  Now, the 
Review Board will be 
writing a fourth guideline 

on cultural impact assessment.  

For the last few years, the Review Board has 
been doing more and more environmental 
assessments, which require closer attention to 
how cultural impacts are assessed. Developers, 
and other parties will use the cultural impact 

assessment guidelines as a valuable reference 
tool. The guidelines will outline expectations 
for how impacts on culture need to be 
considered during environmental impact 
assessments in the Mackenzie Valley.  They will 
also help people decide what programs or 
strategies are needed to maximize changes that 
will protect and strengthen culture and 
minimize any adverse cultural impacts from 
development. 

In the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management 
Act, the Review Board's guiding principles 
include: 
a) the protection of the environment from the 
significant adverse impacts of developments;
b) the protection of the social, cultural and 

This is what we do: Overview of Cultural Impacts
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Waiting for ministerial approval cont’d

4

uDehcho Geotechnical Survey
Imperial Oil Resources Ventures Ltd. EA0304-009

Status: Waiting for ministerial approval

This is a proposed oil and gas geotechnical 

program in the Dehcho region. On February 28, 

2005, the Review Board recommended the 

federal and responsible ministers allow this 

proposed development to proceed to the regula-

tory phase, subject to the measures the Review 

Board outlined in its Report of Environmental 

Assessment. In June 2005, the Minister of INAC 

initiated the consult-to-modify process.  The 

Review Board continues to wait for feedback 

from the ministers. 

uSDL-8 2D Geophysical Program 
Paramount Resources Ltd.              EA0506-007

Status: Waiting for ministerial approval

This is a proposed oil and gas geophysical program 
in the Cameron Hills area. On November 14, 
2006, the Review Board recommended the federal 
and responsible ministers allow this proposed 
development to proceed to the regulatory phase, 
subject to the measures the Review Board outlined 
in its Report of Environmental Assessment.

Reports submitted in 2006 Reports submitted in 2005

Waiting for ministerial approval cont’d

u

uMineral Exploration Program 

Mineral Exploration Program 
Sidon International Resources Corp.   EA0506-006

Consolidated Goldwin Ventures Inc. EA0506-005

Status: Waiting for ministerial approval 

Status: Waiting for ministerial approval

This is a proposed mineral exploration program at 

Defeat Lake.  On February 6, 2008, the Review 

Board recommended the federal and responsible 

ministers allow the proposed development to 

proceed to the regulatory phase, subject to the 

measures the Review Board outlined in its Report 

of Environmental Assessment. 

This is a proposed diamond exploration program 

in the area of Drybones Bay. On November 30, 

2007, the Review Board recommended the 

federal and responsible ministers allow the 

proposed development to proceed to the regula-

tory phase, subject to the measures the Review 

Board outlined in its Report of Environmental 

Assessment. 

uNorth Boomerang Lake Mineral 
Exploration

uSouth Boomerang Lake Mineral 
Exploration 

Uravan Minerals Inc.                 EA0708-003

Uravan Minerals Inc.                 EA0708-002

Status: Waiting for ministerial approval

Status: Waiting for ministerial approval

This is a proposed mineral exploration program 

in the upper Thelon River watershed. On 

September 12, 2008, the Review Board recom-

mended the federal and responsible ministers 

reject this proposed development without 

ordering an environmental impact review. The 

Review Board is of the opinion the proposed 

development will cause significant adverse 

cultural impacts on Aboriginal people by impact-

ing an area of very high spiritual importance.

This is a proposed mineral exploration program 

in the upper Thelon River watershed. On 

September 12, 2008, the Review Board recom-

mended the federal and responsible ministers 

reject this proposed development without 

ordering an environmental impact review. The 

Review Board is of the opinion the proposed 

development will cause significant adverse 

cultural impacts on Aboriginal people by impact-

ing an area of very high spiritual importance.
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This is what we do cont’d

economic well being of residents and 
communities in the Mackenzie Valley; and
c) the  conservation of the well being and way of 
life of the aboriginal peoples of Canada to whom 
section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 applies 
and who use the area of the Mackenzie Valley.  

The Review Board considers this way of life, like 
hunting traditions, language, and spirituality 
passed down from generation to generation, 
whenever the Review Board is involved in 
cultural impact assessments. When a 
development causes a way of life to change, then 
those are cultural impacts. The Review Board 
must then determine if those impacts are 
adverse and significant and, if so what mitigation 
is required. 

There are three main types of cultural impacts 
that have come up during environmental impact 
assessments in the Mackenzie Valley:

1. Degradation of a place with high cultural 
value because of physical damage of 
heritage resources or loss of value because 
of inappropriate activity on the land;

Some of the questions that Review Board looks at 

to predict impacts on culture from development 

are: 

mHow close is the development to an 

aboriginal community, traditional lands and 

trails? 
mHow close is the development to a 

protected area?
mHow close is the project to a spiritual 

place?
mHow much wildlife harvesting occurs is in 

the area?  
mDoes the place have importance in 

traditional oral stories and histories?

2. Direct impacts on valued components, 
like caribou, related to the special 
relationships aboriginal people have with 
the land, and can impact an Aboriginal 
way of life;

3. Indirect impacts of developments which 
aggravate socio-economic change which 
may cause a loss of traditional cultural 
activities and values.

Over the next few months, Alistair MacDonald 
and I will be visiting communities for their 
advice and insights as to what the Review Board 
should include in these cultural impact 
assessment guidelines. These community visits 
will provide the Review Board with a 
community context that will help the Review 
Board write the guidelines.  Let us know if you 
want us to visit your community. You can call 
us toll free in the territories at 1-866-912-3472 
to talk about the guidelines.

- 
Community Liaison Officer

 Jessica Simpson

Mackenzie Valley 
Environmental Impact Review Board

thSuite #200, Scotia Centre, 5102-50  Avenue
Box 938, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N7 

Telephone: (867) 766-7050 
Facsimile: (867) 766-7074 
Toll-free: 1-866-912-3472
Web: reviewboard.ca

To automatically subscribe to this newsletter, visit 
our website and click “Subscriptions” or email 
Renita Jenkins, Manager of  Communications at 
rjenkins@reviewboard.ca   
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