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Regional Study in the Slave Geological Province 
Workshop, February 16, 2023 

Summary Report 
 

Overview 
 

On June 7, 2021 the Tłıc̨hǫ Government requested that the Minister of Northern Affairs initiate a regional study in the 

Slave Geological Province of the Northwest Territories pursuant to Part 5.2 of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management 

Act (the Act). A workshop held in Yellowknife on June 22-23, 2022 brought together subject matter experts and interested 

parties to discuss the merits, concerns and ideas for a regional study in this area. After seeking and receiving the views 

from northern partners following this workshop, the Minister of Northern Affairs responded favourably to the request for 

a regional study in the Slave Geological Province on February 3, 2023. In his response letter, the Minister set out a number 

of overarching criteria that must be honoured and directed officials to reach out to partners to discuss a process to 

establish recommendations on a committee to conduct the study, and that committee’s terms of reference, in accordance 

with the Act. The criteria set out by the Minister are: 

 The regional study governance structure shall be designed to foster a fair and transparent process over interest-

based outcomes; committee member recommendations should reflect the characteristics (such as number of 

committee members and expertise of committee members) required to oversee a successful process. The study 

itself shall involve opportunities to maximize meaningful public participation. 

 The protection of caribou in this region is a priority that has been raised by partners. The regional study shall 

specifically consider the impacts to caribou and strategies for mitigation of cumulative effects and caribou 

protection (such as the Recovery Strategy for Barren-ground Caribou in the Northwest Territories, and the 

Bathurst Caribou Management Plan). 

 The regional study shall also consider other priorities of our northern partners, including objectives to:  

o protect and promote the social, cultural, and economic well-being of residents; 

o support the responsible advancement of climate change adaptation and mitigation, cumulative effects, and 

the green economy; and, 

o contribute to the objectives of the Critical Minerals Strategy, such as the responsible advancement of critical 

minerals projects and supporting infrastructure development in the North. 

 The regional study shall focus on the Mackenzie Valley (Northwest Territories) portion of the Slave Geological 

Province at this time. However, consideration must be given to how potentially impacted organizations, 
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communities and knowledge holders will be involved in the study regardless of geographic location (particularly 

given the broad range of caribou migration routes that include areas in Nunavut). Participation in the study, 

including recommendations on committee membership, will not be limited to parties in the Northwest 

Territories.   

 The regional study shall be designed so that outcomes can be considered for near-term anticipated 

development and planning processes. The study shall aim to be completed within a two- to three-year 

timeframe. However, consideration must be given to how the outcomes can be meaningful and useful into the 

future, rather than focus on outcomes that are only relevant for a short period of time. The study shall be 

designed in a manner that would permit an expansion into Nunavut, if deemed a priority, following this initial 

phase in the Northwest Territories. 

 The regional study shall not interrupt existing and ongoing regulatory and planning processes. Regulatory and 

planning proceedings, such as land and water regulation and impact assessment processes for project applications 

and management, can continue to advance throughout the duration of the study. 

 

Northern partners convened in Yellowknife on February 16, 2023 to review the criteria set out by the Minister (Annex A), 

and to discuss next steps. A subject matter expert presented examples of regional studies from across Canada and abroad, 

and shared some insights about what made them successful and what elements were challenging (Annex B). Participants 

had the opportunity to discuss thoughts and ideas to help inform next steps, with the focus on a governance structure 

that would help guide the study. Open plenary and breakout group discussions among active participants were facilitated 

by Stratos Inc. Discussions first focused on ideas about the committee; what a successful committee might look like, what 

would be required from the committee and, how to form a committee. Discussions then turned to examine potential 

supports for the committee and who might provide that level of support, as well as ways to involve experts and include 

Indigenous and traditional local knowledge.  To see the questions which guided group discussion as well as the 

summarized responses shared with the plenary, please see Annex C. 

 

Results and next steps 
 

At the close of the workshop, participants agreed that Indigenous, territorial, and federal governments were best placed 

to work together on the governance model for the regional study prior to making a recommendation to the Minister of 

Northern Affairs on the establishment of a committee and the terms of reference to guide the committee’s work. CIRNAC 

officials agreed to follow up with Indigenous and territorial governments to initiate this work.  
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Annexes 
 

Annex A: Slides from CIRNAC Presentation on Minister’s Criteria  

Annex B: Slides from Aura Environmental Presentation on RSEA Governance Models  
Annex C: Group Discussion Questions and Summary of Shared Responses (as recorded by Stratos Inc.)  
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Annex A: Slides from CIRNAC Presentation on Minister’s Criteria 
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Annex B: Slides from Aura Environmental Presentation on RSEA Governance Models  
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Annex C: Group Discussion Questions and Summary of Shared Responses  
(as recorded by Stratos Inc)  
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