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© CPAWS Montréa-ll,.

Dear Ms Cordell

| Sj;fé‘j’jg}gmﬂy /"1 am writing on behaifof the Canadlan Parks and Wﬂderncss Sbcwty (CPAWS)
o - . National Office.. CPAWS is a national, conservation organization with close to 30, 000
CPAqu”,"mh Jeagoe METbETS and eleven cHapters actoss the country, including the NWT and Yukon.

- : Proteotlng thie Greater Nahanni: Bcosystam isa top pnonty of our NWT Chapter and

( WS Maitobe 1531802 nauona] conaervatxon priority as well. .

CPAWS requests that the apphcatlon for renewal’ of the water hcense for: the AR

. CanTung mine be reférréd to an enwromnental assessment because of tlm mine’ s
o potentlally i g'nnoant env;ronmental mlpacts on the South Naha:mu River md '

- CPAWS Celgary/ B‘-‘“ff N ‘s"mmn National P'n*k Reqerve a Woxld chtage Sltc qum.d dowmt.mun

_ CPAWS Sagkatchewan

 OPAWS Edmonton 'Any mdustnal developmont in;the South Nahanm Watershed poses ariskof
) * - contamination to the waters.of Naharmi National Park Reserve,. and should: therefore: -
. CPAWS Briceh Columbia be: subject to a full environmental asséssment, We are-concernad about the - :
: - cumnlative effects of mining and oil and gas' dcvalopment in the South- Nahanm
: cpAwsmmn. 1 ~Watershed.  An env1ronmenta1 assessment. prov1des the opportumty to assess .
) ~ 0 cumulative effects. . _ :
CPAWS NWT
. - We also have Spec1ﬁc concerns relatmg to the environmental nsks posed by the. Can '
, Tung mine operations, The mine was mactwe for 15 years; and: shoftly afterre- . 0 .
~ opening incurred a 23,@00 litre fuel spill. - Spills of fu¢l pose ar-obvious risk of
: contmmnatmg the waters; of the Flat River and the-National Park Reserve waters
_.downstream. :An assessment is required to ensure that all possible preventauve
‘measures are in place to prevent future spills.- There have also-been reports that thc o
taﬂmgs pond has been seeping. This. also-poses a potential threat to water. quality. and
~needs 4 full assessment. Finally, the mme re-opencd Wlthout bemg subjected to.an. -
. enwronmental assess;ment and since the mine does not reqmre a hew land use perm 1t,
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. this water !mFMe rcnewal m:rmr“*tﬂ e omly o'fmorhmm fo. EREL ﬂu eny 1romnmtm;,:- o
impants of'ﬂnc mine af’*er 15 years of finactiy 1“' o R :

Bt Nahanm Nauonal Park Reserve is a world-renowned w11derness area, and the South -
:Nahannl River is a preimier Jnternatmnal wildemess canoemg destmatton M1n1ng
.and its inherent rigk of contarmnatmg pristine park waters poses a threat to the.
~ wilderniess values that Canadians and.international visitors valite highly. The mme
~ poses significant adverse socio-cultural 1mpacts as wcll that should also be ass.ESsed
s through an env1ronmenta1 asscssment : '

In conclusmn, Canada has an international. respons1b111ty to protect the ecologlcal
‘integrity of Nahanni National Park Reserve.. To ensure.that this protection is
achieved, we ask that the Mackenzie Valley Land and ‘Water Board ordet an -
. environmental assessment of the CanTung mine in: Tesponse to the- water llcense P
renewal apphcanon : tlo

Sx, cerely,'

hen'Hazell . . S
Executive Director ~ =~ S o
' :.Canachan Parks and Wﬂderness Soc1ety :

Ce: Vemn Christensen, Execittive Diréctor Meickenme Valley. Environmcntai Impact Review Boatd
“The Hon. Robért Nault, P.C., M.P., Minister:of- Indian Affairs and Northern Development
The Hon, Sheila Copps, P.C, M. P., Mmlster of Canadlan I-Ientage P

Y

05/10/2002 FRI 13:32 [TX/RX NO 732.6]



