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By email: mhaefele@mveirb.nt.ca
Attention:  Martin Haefele
Re:
Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment for the Canadian Zinc Corporation Phase 3 Drilling Program

On behalf of Environment Canada, I have reviewed the draft Terms of Reference (ToR) and Work Plan for the above Environmental Assessment.  The following comments are provided for your consideration:
Scope of Development:

EC concurs with the Scope of Development as outlined.

Scope of Assessment:
The Scope of Assessment is very generally and somewhat subjectively worded.  The geographic bounds are clarified by the qualifier “...that may be affected in some identifiable way by the proposed Drilling Program.”.  With respect to the “...portions of the Prairie Creek watershed downstream of the proposed development,...” it would provide clarity to specify the physical extent as the confluence of Prairie Creek with the Park oundary or the South Nahanni River, or some other reasonable boundary which will ensure the assessment extends to areas of concern to reviewers.  While effects to the watershed are not anticipated, the potential for such effects should be examined thoroughly.
Terms of Reference:

E-1  The ToR do not mention the potential effects associated with spills, and the section of the project description relating to accidents and malfunctions is limited.
E-2  Effects of the project on migratory birds have not been adequately covered; the project description only mentions peregrine falcons (section 5.6).
Information on reclamation monitoring is lacking.  The Project Description simply states in section 2.2.12 that “The progress of reclamation and revegetation will be monitored.” and section 3.3 says that “stabilized and reclaimed sites will be inspected again the following summer season...”.  More details should be provided on both ongoing and follow-up monitoring for disturbed sites.
G a) Cumulative Impacts
This section focuses on the potential for cumulative effects to Prairie Creek or other fish-bearing waters as a result of land disturbance within the site.  In order for sediment levels in Prairie Creek to reach unacceptable levels there would almost have to be multiple and/or near-catastrophic slope failures at the work sites, combined with heavy rainfall.  Calculating this threshold will be a very speculative exercise, and it doesn’t seem all that useful.  Given the mitigation and monitoring that will be implemented, this should be a highly improbable contingency.
Similarly, section b) asks for evaluation of stream crossings at each stream which could potentially elevate TSS levels to above the CCME guidelines.  This situation is hypothetically possible, but in reality the number of crossings at each stream will be restricted.  In addition, it is not strictly the number of crossings, but rather how they are done, in combination with weather conditions, along with implementation of mitigation measures, that will affect sediment loading.
In summary, it seems to make more sense to evaluate intra-site activities in the context of the overall work going on at site, i.e. under the other leases and permits.
Deliverables:

EC strongly supports the idea of a round table technical meeting as proposed.

EA Schedule:

EC expects to be able to adhere to the timetable as outlined, and supports conducting this EA in as expedient a fashion as possible.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 669-4735 with any questions or comments regarding the foregoing.

Yours truly,

Anne Wilson
Water Pollution Specialist

Environmental Protection Branch

cc:
Steve Harbicht (Head, Assessment & Monitoring, EPB)


Mike Fournier (Coordinator, EPB)
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