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Notes on Meeting


File:

EA0405-002 Canadian Zinc
Date: 

April 12, 2005
Location:
MVEIRB Office
Subject:
Scoping the EA/Comments on ToR
Participants:
Jonas Antoine, Martin Haefele
Notes:

Mr. Antoine raised the following points:
· Spur roads:  Will there be any effect on drainage and drainage patterns?  Will CZN be hauling aggregate, if so how much?  Will there be any trees cut?

· Cultural/heritage:  Archeological sites might be disturbed despite CZN’s assurances to stop work if an archeological site were to be found.  Even if the personnel on site were to scout drilling locations for artifacts, they probably would not know what to look for.  A qualified community person should scout all sites prior to any activity.

· Environmental monitors:  The use of environmental monitors, as suggested in last week’s scoping meetings, is a good idea.  However, qualified people should be hired, not just anybody off the street. 

· Cumulative effects:  The road and the mine are reasonably foreseeable, they should be included in the cumulative effects assessment.

· Public participation:  MVEIRB has not yet heard from the grass roots people, the people who actually live off the land.

· Scientific approach:  MVEIRB’s approach to scoping the EA is still to scientific or clinical.  Instead of simply providing opportunity for people to give input, MVEIRB should actively solicit input from elders and other knowledgeable people.
· Level playing field:  The playing field is not level.  By treating everybody the same way MVEIRB in fact puts government and the developer at an advantage.  They have more ready access to the board than people in the communities have.  Justice is not seen being done by the people in the communities.

· Access road:  Simply re-constructing the previously existing winter road is not feasible.  There are such sharp turns that even a bulldozer has trouble turning.  There will have to be some re-routing and saying that one would just re-open an existing road is simply not true.

Martin Haefele, EAO
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