Attachment:

Mineral Exploration in the Upper Thelon Watershed - Issues for Beverly Caribou and the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board 
Why is the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board (BQCMB) concerned about applications for mineral exploration in the upper Thelon watershed? The six main issues concerning these permit applications that directly relate to the mandate of the BQCMB are outlined briefly below.
1. Potential impacts of exploration on Beverly caribou and caribou habitat. The Screech Lake area is located on key habitat for Beverly caribou, including their primary spring migration corridor and key water crossings. Potential impacts include the direct effects of exploration on caribou, such as disturbance from aircraft, and significant habitat loss that may result from avoidance of exploration activities near important water crossings. 
2. Potential impacts of uranium mining and other development activities on the Beverly caribou herd and caribou range, including downstream effects on the integrity of the Thelon watershed. The effects on Beverly caribou include impacts from existing and abandoned uranium mines in northern Saskatchewan. This concern reflects experience gained by the BQCMB in the review of uranium mine proposals near Baker Lake and in northern Saskatchewan, and concerns about abandoned and operating uranium mines in northern Saskatchewan.
3. The need for an assessment of the cumulative effects of increasing levels of exploration and development across the annual range of Beverly caribou. This assessment must take into account accumulating effects of activities encountered by Beverly caribou within and between years, from the mines and roads on the winter range in Saskatchewan to increasing levels of exploration on the calving and post-calving areas in Nunavut. An upper threshold of activity that will allow the Beverly caribou herd to continue to thrive should be identified.
4. The precedent that will be set by the decision made about this permit application, particularly in light of the federal government’s commitment to the Akaitcho to not issue prospecting permits in 2006 in this area. The inevitability of increased exploration and development in the upper Thelon watershed, should this and other permits be granted in this area in 2006, would be of great concern to the BQCMB. An additional concern would be subsequent pressure to open up the Thelon Wildlife Sanctuary to development that would potentially result from successful exploration in the upper Thelon watershed. This would be contrary to recommendations made by the Akaitcho Dene and Inuit of Baker Lake regarding the Thelon Sanctuary Management Plan and establishment of Special Management Areas.
5. The consequences of permitting exploration in the upper Thelon watershed on ongoing plans and processes for establishing protected areas in this region. Our Board supports the “conservation first” principle, which means that neither exploration nor development would be permitted in areas that have been identified for protection or are under negotiation by the Akaitcho, including areas for which boundaries are currently being selected.

6. The detrimental effect that increasing exploration and development across the annual range of the Beverly caribou herd may have on the ability of the Akaitcho Dene and the Inuit of Baker Lake to maintain a lifestyle that includes the use of caribou. This issue is fundamental to the mandate of the BQCMB, results from all issues outlined above and is of increasing concern.  
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