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George River Herd, Quebec/Labrador — Changes in Numbers
(based on spruce root scars & other information)
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(adapted from Bergerud et al. 2008, The return of caribou to Ungava)




CARIBOU

Caribou Cycles from
Chipewayan Traditional
Knowledge
(Danny Beaulieu)

Shows 30 Year Cycle
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(from Griffith et al. 2002)

Porcupine Caribou
Calving Grounds
irst week of June
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Caribou Number

Annual Rate of Decline (%)

Declines in the Cape Bathurst, Bluenose West & Bathurst herds
1992-2009
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Caribou Number
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Cape Bathurst Trends 2000-2006
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2000-2006:

» Late calving
* Low cow:calf ratios on calving ground
* Likely declining natural trend

» Estimated harvest 730 caribou (2005)
(mostly cows)




Annual Rate of Decline (%)

Cape Bathurst Herd 1992-2006 - Rate of Decline
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Bluenose West Trends 2000-2006
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Annual Rate of Decline (%)

Bluenose West Herd 1992-2006 Rate of Decline
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Cape Bathurst & Bluenose West Herds:
Harvest Management

Cape Bathurst Herd 1992-2009 Bluenose West Herd 1992-2009
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Bathurst Herd Size 1985-2009
500,000 e s s e s s e s Bathurst Spring Calf:Cow Ratios 1985-2008
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2000-2006 trends: .
« Late calving Bathurst Caribou Herd

« Low calf survival Trends 2000-2008

* Low bull:cow ratios
» Likely declining natural trend

» Estimated harvest 5000-7000 caribou (2008) (Estimated harvest 16,000 caribou/year
(>50% cows) Dogrib Harvest Study, early 1990’s)



Annual Decline Rate (%)
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Porcupine Herd 1985-2009
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Developing the Bathurst
Caribou Calculator
(2008-2009)
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A e N .
Eaurstferd sat Bathurst Caribou Range:

350,000 km?:

Managing on a big scale

(3 X size of Newfoundland)

Calving, summer and winter
Bathurst cows 2000 to 2007
calving: 3 - 13 June

53 individuals, 228 locations
- more frequently used
¥ [ less frequently used

.. Behch
ranges

summer: 6 July - 22 August
53 individuals, 979 locations
- more frequently used

[T less frequently used

winter: 6 December - 14 April
53 individuals, 2181 locations
- more frequently used

- less frequently used

above based on fixed kernel home range analysis at 70% and 95% levels




Bathurst Caribou — Management

1. Bathurst June 2009 survey - rapid decline

2. Workshops, Meetings, Information Sharing:
July — Dec. 2009 (on-going)

3. Joint Management Proposal
(TliCho & GNWT) Nov 5, 2009

4, | Renewable Resources Board
Hearings Jan. 2010

5. Consultation with all partners, aboriginal
governments — November
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