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Yellowknives Dene First Nation

Box 2514, Yellowknife, N.T.  X1A 2P8

	Dettah:
	Ph.:
(867) 873-4307

	Dettah:
	Fax:
(867) 873-5969

	Ndilo

	Ph.:
(867) 873-8951

	Ndilo

	Fax:
(867) 873-8545


July 9, 2007
Martin Haefele  
Environmental Assessment Officer                    
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 
P.O. Box 938, 5102 - 50th Ave      
Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2N7           
Fax: (867) 766-7074      
RE: Gahcho Kue diamond mine Draft Terms of Reference 
The Yellowknives Dene First Nation (YKDFN) is pleased to respond to the draft Terms of Reference (ToR) issued by the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board (MVEIRB) to De Beers Canada Inc. (De Beers) for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will be used by the panel and the parties to the proceeding. 
The YKDFN supports the approach and direction provided by the MVEIRB to De Beers. The issues raised by the YKDFN have been suitably captured and the nature of the information requested should satisfy the information needs of the YKDFN. However, the YKDFN recommends that the MVEIRB require De Beers to put significant effort into the communication and evaluation of alternatives so that its design process is transparent, and thorough understanding of the “trade-offs” that were made during the design process, including environmental consequences, are adequately considered. 
Attached is a detailed review of the draft ToR is provided for the MVERB’s convenience. There are generally few comments, and where provided, they are referenced to the respective section in the draft ToR. 
Thank you for the opportunity of being able to participate in the formulation of the draft ToR for the panel review of the Gahcho Kue diamond mine. We look forward to participating in the review of the environmental impacts statements and forthcoming hearings.

Sincerely,

_____________________________


Rachel Ann Crapeau – Manager

Land and Environment Program
Copy:
Chief Peter Liske, Chief, Dettah, Fax: 867-873-5969

Chief Fred Sangris, Chief, Ndilo, Fax 867-873-8545

Greg Empson, Legal Counsel, Edmonton, and AB. Fax: 780-424-5852


Phil Moon Son, Treaty Entitlement, YK, NT. Fax: 867-766-3497

Stephen Ellis, IMA Coordinator, Lutsel K’e, NT. Fax: 867-370-3209

Jeanne Marie Cadieux, CEO Dettah, NT. Fax 867-873-5969

Attachment 1

1.1 Purpose
No comments
1.2 Regulatory History

No comments

1.3 Approach
Comments
1. The Approach of using key lines of enquiry, subjects of note, and category three issues is good, but there should be an allowance during the environmental impact review (EIR) for parties to request rulings to elevate or demote existing or new issues based on the evidence provided during the course of the EIR.

2. The approach of having the proponent report impact predictions, significance determination, and other analysis in two separate ways, one along key lines of enquiry and issues of note, and the other along more traditional lines of enquiry using valued ecosystem components is progressive, and viewed as a positive contribution to assisting community involvement in the EIR.

1.4 Definitions

Community

For clarity, the Review Board should emphasize or include in the definition of community, “communities of shared interest.”

Cumulative Impacts

No Comment

Sustainability/Sustainable Development
No Comment

Traditional Knowledge

Comment

The distinction provided between knowledge about the environment, knowledge about use and management of the environment, and values about the environment, are useful and pragmatic ways of classifying Traditional knowledge.

1.5 Legal Requirements

No Comment

1.6 Document Overview

No Comment

2 Scope

2.1 Development

No Comment

2.2 Impact Review
No Comment

2.2.1 MVRMA Requirements

No Comment

2.2.2 Report of Environmental Assessment

No Comment

2.2.3 Summary

No Comment

3 General Information Requirements

No Comment

3.1 Development and Environment Description
3.1.1 Developer

No Comment

3.1.2 Development Description

Comment

It would be useful if the development description information was provided in a Google Earth KML format as well in ESRI Shape files. The development description should include a maximum build-out and post closure representations.

3.1.3 Existing Environment Description
Comment

Graphical descriptions of the existing environment, and proposed developments should be provided in Google Earth KML as well as ESRI Shape files to enable independent analysis of the baseline information provided by the proponent.

3.2 Assessment Methods and Presentation
No Comment

3.2.1 Impact Predictions
No Comment

3.2.2 Significance Determination

No Comment

3.2.3 Uncertainty Analysis

No Comment

3.2.4 Valued Components
No Comment

3.2.5 Traditional Knowledge

No Comment

3.2.6 Alternatives

Comment

· Recommend the requirement of a quantitative and qualitative comparison of alternatives to help to determine the best method of achieving project objectives while minimizing environmental impacts or, indicate the most environmentally friendly or best practicable environmental option. 
· demand alternatives (e.g. using energy more efficiently rather than building more generating capacity); 

· input or supply alternatives (e.g. where a mix of energy sources permits); 

· activity alternatives (e.g. providing alternative transport rather than increasing road capacity); 

· location alternatives, either for the entire proposal or for components (e.g. the location of a dam); 

· process alternatives (e.g. use of waste-minimising or energy-efficient technology); and 

· scheduling alternatives (e.g. for airport and transport operations, lake drawdown). Source: http://eia.unu.edu/course/?page_id=143
3.2.7 Follow-Up Programs

No Comment

3.2.8 Presentation and Cross Referencing
No Comment

4 Key Lines of Inquiry

No Comment

4.1 Caribou

How will this development affect caribou?

No Comment

4.2 Water Quality & Fish in Kennady Lake

What effect will this development have on the water quality and on fish in Kennady Lake?

No Comment

4.3 Downstream Water Effects

What effects will the development have on water downstream of Kennady Lake?

No Comment

4.4 Long Term Biophysical Effects & Closure and Reclamation

What will happen after the mine closes?

No Comment

4.5 Substance Abuse and Decrease in Family and Community Cohesion

Will this mine increase substance abuse and harm families and communities?

No Comment

4.6 Increasing social disparity

Will the mine lead to have and have nots?

No Comment

4.7 Long Term Social, Cultural, Economic Effects

What will the social, cultural, and economic effects be over the long term?

No Comment

5 Subjects of Note

No Comment

5.1 Impacts on Great Slave Lake

No Comment

5.2 Air Quality

No Comment

5.3 Carnivore Mortality

No Comment

5.4 Species at Risk and Migratory Birds

No Comment

5.5 Permafrost, /Groundwater, and Hydrogeology

No Comment

5.6 Waste Rock and Processed Kimberlite Storage

No Comment

5.7 Climate Change Impacts

No Comment

5.8 Training, Education, and Promotion

No Comment

5.9 Impacts On Tourism Potential and Wilderness Character
No Comment

5.10 Infrastructure Demands

No Comment

5.11 Cultural Sites and Reduced Cultural Activities

No Comment

5.12 Alternative Energy Sources

No Comment

5.13 Aboriginal Rights and the Interconnectedness of Issues

No Comment

5.14 Proposed National Park

No Comment

6 Cumulative Effects Assessment

No Comment

7 Traditional Knowledge Summary Report

Comment

Instructions provided to the proponent with respect to having a standalone section on Traditional Knowledge is a good idea and worthy of inclusion as a standard clause in any forthcoming environmental assessments and impact reviews.

8 Analysis of Individual Issues
No Comment

8.1 Wildlife
Other Ungulates

No Comment

Traffic and Road Concerns

No Comment

Other 
No Comment

8.2 Fish and other Aquatic Organisms

No Comment

8.3 Water 

No Comment

8.4 Other 
No Comment

Vegetation

No Comment

8.5 Community Wellness
No Comment

8.6 Regional/Territorial Socio-Economic Issues

No Comment

9 Deliverables
No Comment
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