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November 3rd, 2024

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
200 Scotia Centre, 5102-50th Ave
Yellowknife NT X1A 2N7

Attn: Mark Cliffe-Philips
Executive Director

Re: Proceeding EA2425-02 — Norman Wells Operation = Request for Ruling

Dear Mr. Cliffe-Phillips,

The Town of Norman Wells have prepared this letter for your consideration as we are a concerned
stakeholder about the above-mentioned decision and how will affect the town, As you are aware, the
decision will have significant impact on our long-term capital and services planning for the community as
IOL Norman Wells facility is integral to the town's present and near future. Simply put, if the facility’s
future is uncertain so is the towns,

We dare also concerned about how the decision will affect future Water License Renewals, Solid Waste
Disposal Facility Permit Renewals and Water Treatment Plant Permit Renewals not only for our town but
for other towns and entities across the Northwest Territories. Should these renewal applications trigger
an Environmental Assessment it would inhibit cur and other permit holders ability to function in a
regulatory process that would be undefined, creating an environment where the GNWT’s Sustainable
Development Principal would be difficult to achieve.

As a neighbor to the IOL Norman Wells Facility, we too are concerned with the impacts to human health
and the environment from the operation. However, our concerns are alleviated by the regulatory
framework under which the facility operates and by the “polluter pay” principal adopted by the GNWT
in 2022 should there be a lapse in operations result in an impact to the environment. We believe that
this “polluter pay” principal would obligate IOL to make their operations climate resilient preventing
impacts for the remainder of their operation. Indeed, future permits and licenses renewal applications
could request more specific information on how the permittee is making their operation climate resilient.

We acknowledge that if the decision is to continue with the Environmental Assessment, that IOL’s permit
will be extended in the interim and this is welcome news to the town. However, this does not alleviate our
concerns that rather than proceeding to an Environmental Assessment, IOL will shut down operations and
start the decommissioning process affecting the town and other major projects in the region.

Finally, we are grateful for Sahtu Secretariat for bringing this issue to the forefront, it shows how
vulnerable we and other communities are and the need to start planning now for the transition when the
Norman Wells Facility is no longer part of our fabric. This planning will take time and will require
cooperation from all governments as we look to the future. Consistent with the Director, Environment and
Renewable Resources response, we have the utmost confidence with the Board's ability to make a fair
and reasonable decision in this matter.
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Thank you for your consideration, should you require further clarification on any aspect of our letter,
lease don't hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Fr&e,

867-587-3700
mayor_frank_pope@norman .com




